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LANGUAGE ARTS  

 

Toddler ð Language Arts  

CENTRAL SUBJECT:  CELEBRATIONS 

T-1 Cares for books and materials 

T-2 Demonstrates an interest in picture books 

T-3 Listens to and enjoys stories 

T-4 Names a range of implements (pencil, crayon) 

T-5 Learns to hold implements 

T-6 Makes representations on paper following directions 

T-7 Waits turn to share responses and opinion 

Pre -Kindergarten 3 ð Language Arts  

CENTRAL SUBJECT:  ANIMALS 

P3-1 Is aware of responsibilities in caring for books 

P3-2 Is an attentive listener during oral reading 

P3-3 Is able to retell main events 

P3-4 Is able to identify main characters  

P3-5 Is able to ask and answer questions about a story 

P3-6 Is able to join in discussions about a story 

P3-7 Can dictate a story 

Pre -Kindergarten 4 ð Language  Arts  

CENTRAL SUBJECT:  THE SEASONS 

READING 

P4-1 Is aware of responsibilities in caring for books 

P4-2 Is an attentive listener during oral reading 

P4-3 Is able to retell main events 
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P4-4 Is able to identify main characters  

P4-5 Is able to ask and answer questions about a story 

P4-6 Is able to join in discussions about a story 

P4-7 Can dictate a story 

WRITING 

P4-8 Sept. - Recognizes letters of the alphabet  

P4-9 Sept. - Recites letters of the alphabet 

P4-10 April - Can trace and stencil letters and short words 

P4-11 April - Writes simple words and gives their meaning (own name) 

P4-12 Jan. - Can play with words, offering rhyme and repetition 

SUPPORT SKILLS 

P4-13 Sept. - Waits turn to share material, answers and opinion 

P4-14 Sept. - Describes objects by shape, size and color 

P4-15 Dec. - Participates in drama and puppetry presentations 

P4-16 Feb. - Follows directions sequentially 

P4-17 Sept. - Understands that words convey messages 

Kindergarten ð Language Arts  

CENTRAL SUBJECT: LIFE CYCLES 

READING 

In  kindergarten, students understand and apply concepts of print, phonological, and phonemic 

awareness. They expand their oral language skills and gain meaningful vocabulary for reading. 

Students demonstrate comprehension through a variety of responses when listening to or viewing 

informational and literary text. They are interested in a variety of books. 

 

EALR 1: The student understands and uses different skills and 

strategies to read. 
 

Component 1.1 Use word recognition skills and strategies to read and comprehend 

text. 

 

1.1.1 Understand and apply concepts of print. 

 Use directionality when listening to or following text.  

 Identify front cover, back cover, and title of books. 

 Recognize that print represents spoken language (e.g., environmental print and own 

name). 

 Recognize letters and spaces between words. 
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1.1.2 Understand and apply phonological awareness and phonemic awareness. 

 Substitute auditorially one phoneme for another to make a new word (e.g., beginning 

and ending sounds; oddity tasks).   

 Discriminate auditorially rhyme and identify rhyming words in response to an oral 

prompt. 

 Manipulate and segment words orally by onset and rime. 

 Segment and blend two and three phoneme words orally. 

 

1.1.3 Apply understanding of oral language skills to develop reading skills. 

 Participate orally in discussions/interactions (e.g., contribute descriptions, 

explanations, and details) when listening to stories read aloud and/or during shared 

reading. 

 

1.1.4 Apply understanding of phonics. 

 Identify letters of the alphabet. 

 Identify common consonant sounds and short vowel sounds. 

 Use common consonant sounds with short vowel sounds to decode three- and four-

letter words. 

 Use knowledge of phonics to read unfamiliar words in isolation and in context. 

 

Component 1.2 Use vocabulary (word meaning) strategies to comprehend text. 

 

1.2.1 Understand how to use resources to learn new word meanings. 

 Use simple resources with teacher guidance (e.g., picture dictionaries). 

 

1.2.2 Apply vocabulary strategies in grade-level text. 

 Use oral language structure, letters, and pictures to predict and confirm word meaning 

with teacher guidance. 

 Use prior knowledge and context in read aloud and/or shared reading to predict 

meaning of unfamiliar words. 

 

Component 1.3 Build vocabulary through wide reading. 

 

1.3.1 Understand and apply new vocabulary. 

 Use oral vocabulary gained through listening to a variety of read alouds from 

informational/expository text and literary/narrative text, including text from a variety 

of cultures and communities. 

 

1.3.2 Understand and apply content/academic vocabulary. 

 Use content/academic vocabulary during class discussions.  

 

Component 1.4  Apply word recognition skills and strategies to read fluently. 

 

1.4.1 Know common sight words appropriate to grade-level. 



LEARNING OUTCOMES  LANGUAGE ARTS 

January 15, 2010 Language Arts Page 5 of 530 

 Read selected sight words in isolation/lists. 

 Recognize common sight words in text. 

 

EALR 2: The student understands the meaning of what is read. 
 

Component 2.1  Demonstrate evidence of reading comprehension. 

 

2.1.1 Understand how to ask questions about text. 

 Ask and answer questions before, during, and after read aloud and/or shared reading. 

 

2.1.2 Understand how to create mental imagery. 

 Compose visual images from what is read aloud and/or during shared reading.  (e.g., 

draw a picture to represent something that was read in a story). 

 

2.1.3 Understand that some parts of the text are more important than others. 

 Identify important parts of informational/expository text  and literary/narrative text in 

a group discussion. 

 

2.1.4 Understand how to use prior knowledge. 

 Make connections or identify similarities between self and text from a variety of 

cultures and communities after read alouds and/or shared reading. 

 

2.1.5 Understand how to infer / predict meaning. 

 Use pictures and culturally relevant text read aloud and/or during shared reading to 

predict what will happen next; support predictions using information from the text. 

 Make inferences orally before, during, and after hearing a  story using prior 

knowledge, story structure, and prediction. 

 

Component 2.2  Understand and apply knowledge of text components to 

comprehend text. 

 

2.2.1 Understand story sequence. 

 Retell familiar stories using a beginning, middle, and end. (Note: Story telling order 

can differ between cultures. For example, in some cultures the end of the story is told 

first. ) 

 

2.2.2 Understand features of printed text and electronic sources. 

 Identify page numbers and titles in text.  

 Identify and use icons. 

 

2.2.3 Understand story elements. 

 Identify story elements of character, setting, and important events with teacher 

guidance. 
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Component 2.3  Expand comprehension by analyzing, interpreting, and 

synthesizing information and ideas in literary and informational text. 

 

2.3.1 Understand similarities within and between informational/expository text and 

literary/narrative text. 

 Identify similarities in characters and settings within and between culturally relevant 

literary/narrative texts read aloud and/or during shared reading. 

 Identify common information about a topic within and between texts (e.g., all birds in 

the text build their nests on the ground). 

 

2.3.2 Understand concept of categories. 

 Sort objects by various attributes such as color, size, and purpose. 

 Orally sort words by various attributes (e.g., food, animals, colors, shapes). 

 

Component 2.4 Think critically and analyze authorôs use of language, style, 

purpose, and perspective in informational and literary text. 

 

2.4.1 Understand how to give personal responses and make connections to text. 

 Generate a personal response or make connections to text based on a teacher prompt 

using information from a culturally relevant read aloud and/or shared reading. 

 

2.4.2 Understand purposes of simple text.   

 Identify the purpose of everyday printed materials (e.g., signs, labels, newspapers, 

story books, lists, etc.). 

 

EALR 3: The student reads different materials for a variety of 

purposes. 
 

Component 3.1  Read to learn new information.  

 

3.1.1 Understand that resources contain information needed to answer questions 

and solve problems. 

 Listen to and talk about information from a variety of types of 

informational/expository text. 

 Participate in whole-group discussions to generate questions and listen to 

informational/expository text for answers to those questions. 

 

Component 3.2  Read to perform a task. 

 

3.2.1 Understand that signs and labels convey information. 

 Explain the meaning of labels and environmental print. 

 

Component 3.4  Read for literary/narrative experience in a variety of genres. 
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3.4.1 Understand different perspectives of family, friendship, culture, and traditions 

found in literature.  

 Listen to and discuss a variety of literature representing different perspectives of 

family, friendship, culture and tradition and generate a personal response. 

 

3.4.2 Understand traditional and contemporary literature written in a variety of 

genres. 

 Listen to and provide a personal response to literature including culturally relevant 

texts from a variety of genres by drawing, performing, and explaining.  

 

3.4.3 Understand that literature represents different cultures and traditions. 

 Identify and discuss the culture and/or traditions represented in a story (with teacher 

guidance). 

 

EALR 4: The student sets goals and evaluates progress to improve 

reading. 
 

Component 4.2  Develop interests and share reading experiences. 

 

4.2.1 Understand how readers choose books. 

 Choose books and share with others with teacher guidance. 

WRITING 

In kindergarten, students use pictures and print to convey meaning. They realize that 

ideas and thoughts are communicated in symbols. Students learn to form letters and show 

increasing knowledge of letters, sounds, and patterns. They copy signs, labels, names, 

and words in environmental print. They draft simple sentences, often with the same 

structure repeated within a piece or used in several pieces. As they choose to write for 

their own satisfaction, much of their writing will be about themselves, their families, pets, 

and friends. 

 

EALR 1: The student understands and uses a writing process. 

 

Component 1.1 Pre-writes to generate ideas and plan writing. 

 

1.1.1 Uses pictures and talk for thinking about and planning writing. 

 Uses drama, visuals, and concrete objects (e.g., puppets, toys) to plan writing. 

 Uses multicultural literature (fiction and nonfiction) to stimulate ideas. 

 

NOTE: The reading aloud of well written, language-rich multicultural literature is 

an ongoing practice throughout all grades. It not only stimulates ideas, but it also 

provides students with examples of exemplary writing. 

 

Component 1.2: Produces draft(s). 
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1.2.1 Produces a draft of words, captions, and/or sentences. 

 Writes a caption or sentences to explain a drawing. 

 Labels pictures. 

 

Component 1.3: Revises to improve text. 

 

1.3.1 Understands that writing can be changed. 

 Finds something that can be improved in own and othersô writing. 

 Adds details to change drawing and writing to better represent ideas (e.g., adds 

clothing to change drawing of self). 

 

Component 1.4: Edits text.  

 

1.4.1 Understands that there are conventions of punctuation and capitalization in 

writing.  

 Calls out places where ending punctuation and capitalization are needed during 

shared writing. 

 Works with partner to edit writing for punctuation and capitalization. 

 

Component 1.5: Publishes text to share with audience.  

 

1.5.1 Publishes own writing. 

 Shares published work (e.g., card for family member, drawing for bulletin board, 

authorôs chair, class books). 

 

Component 1.6: Adjusts writing process as necessary.  

 

1.6.1 Proficiency in this GLE is not expected until grade 3. 
 

1.6.2 Proficiency in this GLE is not expected until grade 3. 
 

1.6.3 Proficiency in this GLE is not expected until grade 3. 

 

EALR 2: The student writes in a variety of forms for different 

audiences and purposes. 

 

Component 2.1: Adapts writing for a variety of audiences.  

 

2.1.1 Knows that an audience exists outside of self. 

 Draws and writes for self, family, friends, and teacher. 

 Identifies the intended audience for a picture or written piece. 
 

Component 2.2: Writes for different purposes.  
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2.2.1 Demonstrates understanding that writing has different purposes. 

 Draws and writes to communicate with others (e.g., notes, cards, books). 

 Draws and writes to retell, inform, and entertain. 

 

Component 2.3: Writes in a variety of forms/genres.  

 

2.3.1 Understands there is more than one form/genre of writing. 

 Identifies and uses more than one form/genre. 

Examples: 

- experiential stories 

- labels 

- classroom books 

- cards 

 

Component 2.4: Writes for career applications.  

 

2.4.1 Knows important personal information.  

 Writes own name. 

 

EALR 3: The student writes clearly and effectively. 
 

Component 3.1: Develops ideas and organizes writing.  

 

3.1.1 Analyzes ideas, selects topic, and adds detail. 
Draws and labels pictures. 

 Dictates ideas that match pictures to a scribe when necessary. 

 Uses words and pictures to express ideas. 

 Uses multicultural picture books as models to generate ideas. 

 

Note: Well written, language-rich text as models should include a multicultural 

perspective and be read aloud to students throughout all grade levels. 
 

3.1.2 Understands that writing is organized around one topic. 

 Organizes ideas on one topic orally. 

 Writes a story in pictures and in words following a pattern from literature (e.g., 

Grandfatherôs Journey by Allen Say or The Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle). 

 

Component 3.2: Uses appropriate style.  

 

3.2.1 Understands concept of personal voice. 

 Uses detail and color in drawings (e.g., larger shapes for more important elements). 

 Listens for and discusses voice in multicultural read-alouds. 
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Note: Read-alouds should include a multicultural perspective and be continued 

throughout all grade levels. 

 

3.2.2 Uses a variety of words. 

 Builds a rich vocabulary through talking, listening, and language activities. 

 Uses words from environmental print (e.g., stop signs, cereal boxes, logos). 

 Uses classroom resources (e.g., word walls, name charts, labels, other 

student/teacher-generated resources). 

 

3.2.3 Understands sentence fluency. 

 Listens to and discusses different sentence structures in read-alouds (e.g., ñDo you 

notice that some sentences are short and some are long?ò). 

 Participates in shared reading/writing of poems, songs, chants, and prose. 

 

Note: Read-alouds should include a multicultural perspective and be continued 

throughout all grade levels. 

 

Component 3.3: Knows and applies appropriate grade level writing conventions. W 

 

3.3.1 Understands and applies directionality and spacing of letters. 

 Writes uppercase and lowercase letters. 

 Writes letters reasonably close to one another. 

 Writes left to right and top to bottom. 

 

Note: In the Grade Level Expectations 3.3.1 through 3.3.8, skills generally are not 

repeated and build each year on preceding yearsô skills. Because these skills are 

learned and practiced as writing becomes more sophisticated, attention should be 

paid to skills in more than one year. 

 

3.3.2 Uses phonemes and letter knowledge in phonetic spelling. 

 Spells some high-frequency one- to three-letter words (e.g., I, me, cat). 

 Uses beginning and ending sounds to write words. 

 Understands that the sequence of letters in a word matches the sequence of sounds. 

 Uses classroom resources (e.g., word walls) to find and check known words. 

 

3.3.3 Applies capitalization rules. 

 Capitalizes first letter in first and last name. 

 Capitalizes pronoun ñI.ò 

 Identifies capital letters during shared reading and writing. 

 

3.3.4 Understands use of end marks in writing. 

 Observes and discusses use of ending punctuation in shared writing. 

 

3.3.5 Applies usage rules. 

 Uses pronouns as substitutes for nouns orally. 
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 Uses correct singular and plural nouns orally. 

 

EALR 4: The student analyzes and evaluates the effectiveness of written 

work.  

 

Component 4.1: Analyzes and evaluates othersô and own writing. W 

 

4.1.1 Understands criteria are used to select a preferred piece of writing. 

 Discusses preferred stories and authors (e.g., student authors, adult authors) and gives 

reasons for preferences (e.g., colorful illustrations, rhymes). 

 

4.1.2 Uses specific criteria for analyzing own writing. 

 Participates in developing classroom criteria (e.g., ñDoes it make sense?ò). 

 

Component 4.2: Sets goals for improvement. W 

 

4.2.1 Identifies general goals for own writing. 

 Confers with teacher to set goals (e.g., add color or detail to drawing). 

 Monitors progress with a goal sheet (e.g., T-chart ð I can é I am learning to é). 

 Selects pieces that demonstrate new learning (e.g., portfolio entries, collections of 

drafts). 

SUPPORT  SKILLS 

K-1 Listens attentively 

K-2 Follows simple oral instructions 

K-3 Speaks clearly and audibly 

K-4 Uses basic grammar when speaking 

K-5 Speaks in turn 

K-6 Volunteers to share ideas, opinions and answers 

K-7 Participates in language activities (songs, poems, story telling) 

K-8 Begins to use appropriate language in responses 

Grade One ð Language Arts  

CENTRAL SUBJECT: FAMILIES 

READING  

In  first grade, students apply concepts of print, phonological and phonemic awareness, oral 

language skills, and phonics. They continue to expand their reading vocabulary and demonstrate 

comprehension by participating in a variety of responses. Students choose and read a variety of 

books for pleasure. 
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EALR 1: The student understands and uses different skills and 

strategies to read. 
 

Component 1.1 Use word recognition skills and strategies to read and comprehend 

text. 

 

1.1.1 Understand and apply concepts of print. 

 Use directionality when reading independently. 

 Identify title page, table of contents, author, and illustrator of books. 

 Recognize that print represents spoken language. 

 Recognize the difference between words and sentences (e.g., know sentences start 

with capital letters and end with punctuation). 

 Identify a word and its beginning and ending letters. 

 

1.1.2 Understand and apply phonological awareness and phonemic awareness. 

 Identify syllables in a word auditorially. 

 Identify and generate rhyme. 

 Segment and blend multi-syllabic words, including compound words. 

 Add, delete, and/or substitute one phoneme for another in initial, medial, and final 

positions to make a new word. 

 Segment and blend words orally containing three to five phonemes. 

 Generate words that begin or end with the same sound or different sounds. 

 Blend and segment onset and rime. 

 

1.1.3 Apply understanding of oral language skills to develop reading skills. 

 Participate orally in discussions about stories listened to and read (e.g., contribute 

who, what, when, where in retells; contribute explanations; generate and answer 

questions; and make comparisons). 

 

1.1.4 Apply understanding of phonics. 

 Recognize that sounds are represented by different single letters or combinations of 

letters (consonant and vowel combinations). 

 Use onset and rime/word families to decode words in isolation and in context. 

 Decode words in isolation and in context following common vowel patterns. 

 Use knowledge of phonics to read unfamiliar words in isolation and in context. 

 Read compound words, contractions, and words with common inflectional endings in 

isolation and in context. 

 

Component 1.2  Use vocabulary (word meaning) strategies to comprehend text. 

 

1.2.1 Understand how to use resources to learn new vocabulary/word meanings. 

 Use simple resources with teacher guidance (e.g., word banks, alphabet books or 

charts). 
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1.2.2 Apply vocabulary strategies in grade-level text. 

 Use common inflectional endings to understand the meaning of words: -s, -ed, -ing, -

er, -est. 

 Use strategies including context and re-reading to self-correct.   

 Use prior knowledge, context, pictures, illustrations, and diagrams to predict and 

confirm word meaning with teacher guidance. 

 

Component 1.3  Build vocabulary through wide reading. 

 

1.3.1 Understand and apply new vocabulary. 

 Use oral and reading vocabulary gained by listening to and reading 

informational/expository text and literary/narrative text, including text from a variety 

of cultures and communities, in own oral and written communication. 

 

1.3.2 Understand and apply content/academic vocabulary. 

 Use content/academic vocabulary during class discussions and/or writing (e.g., ethnic 

and native language terminology; terms specific to geographical settings; terms 

specific to literature, science, math, and writing). 

 

Component 1.4  Apply word recognition skills and strategies to read fluently. 

 

1.4.1 Know common sight words appropriate to grade-level. 

 Read selected sight words with automaticity. 

 

1.4.2 Apply fluency to enhance comprehension. 

 Read aloud familiar grade-level text with accuracy in a manner that sounds like 

natural speech. 

 Read aloud unpracticed grade-level text at a fluency rate of 50ï65+ words correct per 

minute. 

 

EALR 2: The student understands the meaning of what is read. 
 

Component 2.1  Demonstrate evidence of reading comprehension. 

 

2.1.1 Understand how to use questioning when reading. 

 Ask and answer questions before, during, and after read aloud, instruction/practice 

time, and independent reading. 

 

2.1.2 Understand how to create mental imagery. 

 Compose visual images from what is read aloud and/or read by self (e.g., draw a 

picture to represent something that was read in a story). 

 

2.1.3 Understand and identify important or main ideas and important details in text. 

 State main idea and list important details in informational/expository text, verbally or 

by using graphic organizers. 
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 State the gist of the story or poem with teacher guidance. 

 

2.1.4 Understand how to use prior knowledge. 

 Make connections or identify similarities between self and text and text-to-text 

including text from a variety of cultures and communities, after read aloud and 

independent reading. 

 

2.1.5 Understand how to infer /predict meaning. 

 Make and confirm predictions based on information from culturally relevant text 

(through support of teacher questions). 

 Make inferences before, during, and after hearing or reading a culturally relevant 

story using prior knowledge, story structure, and prediction. 

 

Component 2.2  Understand and apply knowledge of text components to 

comprehend text. 

 

2.2.1 Understand story sequence. 

 Retell stories with correct sequence of events. (Note: Story telling order can differ 

between cultures. For example, in some cultures the end of the story is told first.) 

 

2.2.2 Understand and apply features of printed text and electronic sources to locate 

and understand information. 

 Identify and use title pages, table of contents, glossary, diagrams, and maps to find 

information.  

 Identify and use icons, pull-down menus, and toolbars. 

 

2.2.3 Understand story elements. 

 Identify and explain story elements. 

 

2.2.4 Understand simple organizational structures of text. 

 Predict text patterns using attribute and/or concept books. 

 

Component 2.3  Expand comprehension by analyzing, interpreting, and 

synthesizing information and ideas in informational and literary text. 

 

2.3.1 Understand similarities and differences within and between 

informational/expository and literary/narrative text . 

 Explain similarities and differences in character, setting, and important events within 

and between culturally relevant literary/narrative texts, which are read or listened to. 

 Identify similar information about a topic contained in more than one 

informational/expository text. 

 

2.3.2 Understand concept of categories. 

 Sort words by various attributes (e.g., robins, parrots, and ducks are all birds). 
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Component 2.4  Think critically and analyze authorôs use of language, style, 

purpose, and perspective in informational and literary text. 

 

2.4.1 Understand how to give personal or text-based responses and make 

connections to text. 

 Generate a personal or text-based response and/or make connections to text based on 

teacher prompt using information from a culturally relevant reading or read aloud. 

 

2.4.2 Understand purposes of text.  

 Identify the purpose of printed materials (e.g., everyday materials, including lists, 

signs, cereal boxes; fairy tales; fables; and informational/expository trade books). 

 

EALR 3: The student reads different materials for a variety of 

purposes. 
 

Component 3.1  Read to learn new information.  

 

3.1.1 Understand that resources answer questions and solve problems. 

 Listen to and/or read a variety of types of informational/expository text to learn new 

information, answer questions, or solve problems with teacher guidance. 

 

Component 3.2  Read to perform a task. 

 

3.2.1 Understand how to read for information.  

 Read and explain labels and environmental print. 

 Read and follow simple directions. 

 Use cover and title page information, page numbers, and simple maps to perform a 

task. 

 

Component 3.4  Read for literary/narrative experience in a variety of genres. 

 

3.4.1 Understand different perspectives of family, friendship, culture, and traditions 

found in literature.  

 Listen to, read, and discuss a variety of literature representing different perspectives 

of family, friendship, culture, and tradition, generating a personal and/or text-based 

response. 

 

3.4.2 Understand traditional and contemporary literature written in a variety of 

genres. 

 Identify the characteristics of a variety of genres.  

 Listen, read, and respond to literature from a variety of genres, including culturally 

relevant texts, by drawing, writing about, performing, and presenting.  

 

3.4.3 Understand that literature represents different cultures and traditions. 
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 Identify and discuss the culture and/or traditions represented in a story with teacher 

guidance. 

 

EALR 4: The student sets goals and evaluates progress to improve 

reading. 
 

Component 4.1  Assess reading strengths and need for improvement. 

 

4.1.1 Understand how to monitor reading progress. 

 Explain own reading behaviors in teacher-led discussions/questioning. 

 

4.1.2 Understand how to set reading goals. 

 Explain why setting a reading goal is important and set a reading goal with teacher 

guidance. 

 

Component 4.2  Develop interests and share reading experiences. 

 

4.2.1 Understand how readers choose books. 

 Identify favorite books and share reasons for the choice with others. 

 Self-select books at an independent level and an instructional level. 

WRITING 

In first grade, students are able to develop an idea or item of information beyond one 

sentence, adding some details of description or explanation. Simple sentences are 

sequenced with some logical development. Students use some prewriting strategies with 

support from the teacher. Although phonetic spelling is common, there is a marked 

increase in the number of words spelled accurately, and students demonstrate an 

awareness of some spelling patterns. As understanding of revising and editing develops, 

students reread what they write, and the clarity and accuracy of writing increases. 

Conventions of punctuation, directionality, spacing, and letter formation ensure work is 

legible. 

 

EALR 1: The student understands and uses a writing process. 

 
Component 1.1: Prewrites to generate ideas and plan writing. 

 

1.1.1 Applies at least one strategy for generating ideas and planning writing. 

 Brainstorms, makes lists, and sometimes formulates first sentence before writing. 

 Talks or draws to generate ideas and rehearse writing (e.g., class brainstorm, 

individual drawing). 

 Uses multicultural literature (fiction and nonfiction) to stimulate ideas. 

 

Component 1.2:  Produces draft(s).   
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1.2.1 Produces a draft in sentences. 

 Uses a plan from prewriting to write a draft. 

 Writes a draft that includes more than one sentence. 

 

Component 1.3: Revises to improve text. 

 

1.3.1 Revises text by adding words and/or phrases to draft. 

 Reads own work and makes some revisions in response to teacher questions or 

peer feedback (e.g., ñMy dog went for a walkò becomes ñMy spotted dog went for 

a long walkò in response to the teacherôs questions: ñWhat does the dog look like? 

What kind of walk is it?ò). 

 Rereads draft to self, peers, or adults. 

 Asks others (e.g., librarian, principal, paraprofessionals, day-care provider, family 

members) to read and make comments. 

 Recognizes overused words and makes substitutions (e.g., yelled for said). 

 

Component 1.4: Edits text. 

 

1.4.1  Applies understanding of editing appropriate for grade level (see 3.3). 

 Edits shared text with teacher guidance. 

 Reads own work and makes some changes, especially punctuation. 

 Uses a simple checklist for editing. 

 

Component 1.5: Publishes text to share with audience. 

 

1.5.1  Publishes own writing. 

 Shares writing with others (e.g., authorôs chair, bulletin board, Young Authorsô 

Day). 

 Il lustrates work (e.g., drawings, computer graphics, collages). 

 Shares writing in self-published books. 

 

Component 1.6: Adjusts writing process as necessary. 

 

1.6.1 Proficiency in this GLE is not expected until grade 3. 

 

1.6.2 Proficiency in this GLE is not expected until grade 3. 

 

1.6.3 Proficiency in this GLE is not expected until grade 3. 

 

EALR 2: The student writes in a variety of forms for different 

audiences and purposes. 
 

Component 2.1: Adapts writing for a variety of audiences. 

 

2.1.1 Knows that an audience exists outside of self. 
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 Writes for self, family, friends, and teacher. 

 Identifies the intended audience for a written piece. 
 

Component 2.2: Writes for different purposes. 

 

2.2.1  Demonstrates understanding that writing has different purposes. 

 Writes to express own ideas (e.g., scientific observations). 

 Writes to communicate with others (e.g., notes, cards). 

 Writes to explain how to do something 

 (e.g., how to walk down the hall at school). 

 Writes to retell in some detail and in correct sequence. 

 Writes to inform (e.g., answers to questions, cultural customs). 

 Writes to entertain (e.g., jokes, riddles, funny stories). 

 

Component 2.3: Writes in a variety of forms/genres. 

 

2.3.1  Understands there is more than one form/genre of writing. 

 Identifies and uses a variety of new forms/genres. 

Examples: 

- notes to others 

- scientific observations 

- answers to questions 

- patterned poetry 

- stories 

 

Component 2.4: Writes for career applications. 

 

2.4.1  Knows important personal information. 

 Writes first and last names and contact address. 

 

EALR 3: The student writes clearly and effectively. 
 

Component 3.1: Develops ideas and organizes writing. W 

 

3.1.1  Analyzes ideas, selects topic, adds detail, and elaborates. 

 Develops ideas for topics orally and visually (e.g., discusses, draws, and/or writes 

to develop ideas). 

 Develops and chooses from a list of general topics for writing (e.g., pets, friends, 

favorite places). 

 Elaborates on ideas using descriptive words and phrases (e.g., My yellow striped 

cat jumped on my bed.). 

 Selects title for a piece of writing. 

 

3.1.2  Organizes multiple sentences on one topic showing beginning, middle, and 

ending. 
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 Uses simple conjunctions as transitions (e.g., then, now, and). 

 Writes to follow the organization of a mentor text (e.g., It Looked Like Spilt Milk 

by Charles Shaw or Tops and Bottoms by Janet Stevens). 

 

Component 3.2: Uses appropriate style. W 

 

3.2.1  Understands concept of personal voice. 

 Uses detail and color in drawings. 

 Uses exclamation points (e.g., I love pizza!). 

 Uses size and shape of word for emphasis (e.g., WOW, scary). 

 Discusses voice of author in read-alouds (e.g., ñBill Martin, Jr., sounds like heôs 

singing.ò). 

 

Note: Read-alouds should include a multicultural perspective and be continued 

throughout all grade levels. 

 

3.2.2  Uses a variety of words. 

 Builds a rich vocabulary through listening, talking, signing, writing, and language 

activities. 

 Uses descriptive words (e.g., color words, sensory words, size words). 

 Uses classroom resources (e.g., personal dictionaries, word walls, other 

student/teacher-generated resources). 

 

3.2.3  Understands sentence fluency. 

 Participates in shared reading/writing of poems, songs, chants, and prose. 

 Uses simple and some compound sentences. 

 

Component 3.3: Knows and applies appropriate grade level writing conventions. W 

 

3.3.1  Understands and applies spacing and directionality; writes legibly.  

 Writes uppercase and lowercase letters. 

 Uses spaces between words and sentences. 

 Writes from left to right and top to bottom. 

 

Note: In the Grade Level Expectations 3.3.1 through 3.3.8, skills generally are not 

repeated and build each year on preceding yearsô skills. Because these skills are 

learned and practiced as writing becomes more sophisticated, attention should be 

paid to skills in more than one year. 

 

3.3.2  Spells phonetically using some conventional spelling. 

 Uses spelling rules and patterns from kindergarten. 

 Spells first-grade high-frequency words correctly (e.g., the, of, was, they). 

 Includes beginning, middle, and ending sounds in phonetic spelling. 

 Writes using grade level appropriate spelling patterns. 

Examples: 
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- Onset and rime (e.g., bat, cat, fat; man, fan, can) 

- Short vowel patterns (e.g, hat, pet, sip, mop, cut) 

- Blends (e.g., st, tr, dr, br) 

- Digraphs (e.g., sh, th, ch) 

- Long vowel silent e (e.g., make, like) 

 Uses classroom resources (e.g., word walls, word banks, word charts, peers). 

 

3.3.3  Applies capitalization rules. 

 Uses capitalization rules from kindergarten. 

 Capitalizes first word in a sentence. 

 Capitalizes days of the week and months of the year. 

 Capitalizes names of people. 

 

3.3.4  Applies punctuation rules. 

 Uses end marks correctly (e.g., periods, question marks, exclamation points). 

 

3.3.5  Applies usage rules. 

 Explains and uses pronouns as substitutes for nouns. 

 Uses singular and plural nouns correctly (e.g., tooth and teeth, boy and boys). 

 

3.3.6  Uses complete sentences in writing. 

 No Evidence of Learning identified at this level. 

 

3.3.7 Proficiency in this GLE is not expected until grade 2. 

 

3.3.8 Proficiency in this GLE is not expected until grade 3. 

 

EALR 4: The student analyzes and evaluates the effectiveness of written 

work.  

 

Component 4.1: Analyzes and evaluates othersô and own writing. W 

 

4.1.1  Understands criteria are used to select a preferred piece of writing. 

 Identifies criteria for why stories and authors are preferred (e.g., characters and 

plots). 

 

4.1.2  Uses specific criteria for analyzing own writing.  

 Participates in developing classroom criteria or checklist (e.g., color words, 

descriptive details, action words). 

 Compares own writing to checklist. 

 

Component 4.2: Sets goals for improvement. W 

 

4.2.1  Identifies general goals for own writing.  
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 Confers with teacher to set goals (e.g., add details to writing, write for a new 

purpose). 

 Monitors progress with a goal sheet (e.g., T-chart ð I can é I am learning to é). 

 Selects pieces that demonstrate new learning (e.g., portfolio entries, collections of 

drafts). 

SUPPORT SKILLS 

1-1 Listens attentively and remains involved during instruction and class activities 

1-2 Responds positively to instruction and advice 

1-3 Volunteers responses willingly, spontaneously and frequently 

1-4 Speaks in a confident and clear voice 

1-5 Joins in with speaking, singing and acting activities  

1-6 Begins to self-evaluate work, using criteria established by the teacher 

1-7 Is receptive to the efforts, opinions, contributions and work of fellow students 

1-8 Can recite story-like, real life events and personal experiences 

1-9 Readily blends sounds into words 

1-10 Employs sight vocabulary and deals with ñ outlaw words ñ (e.g.  ñtheò) 

1-11 Expands vocabulary with basic spelling lists 

1-12 Prints legibly, in both upper and lower case, every letter of the alphabet 

1-13 Understands full use of capitalization, and the comma and period 

1-14 Understands the first elements of the parts of speech, ( nouns and verbs ) 

1-15 Understands syllabification and blending, and how these aid in reading and 

writing 

1-16 Can syllabify given words 

1-17 Recognizes vowels, their long/short sounds and their combinations 

1-18 Recognizes consonants as well as their sounds and combinations 

Grade Two ð Language Arts  

CENTRAL SUBJECT: CULTURES AROUND THE WORLD 

READING  

In second grade, students become fluent as readers and apply comprehension and vocabulary 

strategies to a wide variety of literary and informational text. They demonstrate comprehension 

by participating in discussions, writing responses, and using evidence from text to support their 

thinking. Reading for pleasure continues to be an enjoyable habit. 

 

EALR 1: The student understands and uses different skills and 

strategies to read. 
 

Component 1.1  Use word recognition skills and strategies to read and comprehend 

text. 
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1.1.4 Apply understanding of phonics. 

 Use knowledge of phonics to read unfamiliar words in grade-level text. 

 Read words in isolation and in context containing complex letter patterns/word 

families 

(e.g., -ought, -aught). 

 Use multi-syllabic decoding when reading two and three syllable words in isolation 

and in context (e.g., super follows v/cv pattern; supper follows vc/cv). 

 

Component 1.2  Use vocabulary (word meaning) strategies to comprehend text. 

 

1.2.1 Apply reference skills to determine word meanings 

 Use glossaries and dictionaries to find word meanings. 

 

1.2.2 Apply vocabulary strategies in grade-level text. 

 Use prefixes, suffixes, inflectional endings, and abbreviated words to determine the 

meaning of unknown words in grade-level text. 

 Re-read to clarify, read on, ask for help, adjust reading rate, use knowledge of print 

conventions, and/or attempt alternative pronunciation for unknown words to 

determine meaning of unknown words; substitute familiar words for unknown. 

 Use prior knowledge and context to predict and confirm meanings of unknown 

words. 

 Use pictures, illustrations, and diagrams to clarify/expand word meaning. 

 

Component 1.3  Build vocabulary through wide reading. 

 

1.3.1 Understand and apply new vocabulary. 

 Use new vocabulary from informational/expository text and literary/narrative text, 

including text from a variety of cultures and communities, in own oral and written 

communication. 

 

1.3.2 Understand and apply content/academic vocabulary. 

 Identify and define unfamiliar words that would be important to know in order to read 

a new text with teacher guidance. 

 Use new vocabulary in oral and written communication. 

 

Component 1.4 Apply word recognition skills and strategies to read fluently. 

 

1.4.1 Know common sight words appropriate to grade-level. 

 Read with automaticity an increasing number of common sight words. 

 

1.4.2 Apply fluency to enhance comprehension. 

 Read grade-level text aloud fluently with expression. 

 Read aloud unpracticed grade-level text with fluency in a range of 90ï100+ words 

correct per minute. 
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1.4.3 Apply different reading rates to match text. 

 Adjust reading rate to match purpose (e.g., speed up for pleasure reading, slow down 

to practice new skills or read unfamiliar text). 

 

EALR 2: The student understands the meaning of what is read. 
 

Component 2.1  Demonstrate evidence of reading comprehension. 

 

2.1.3 Apply comprehension monitoring strategies before, during, and after reading: 

determine importance using theme, main idea, and supporting details in 

informational/expository text and/or literary/narrative text .  W  

 Identify the main idea of an informational/expository passage and support with text-

based evidence with teacher guidance. 

 Identify the theme/message in culturally relevant literary/narrative text and support 

with text-based evidence with teacher guidance. 

 Complete graphic organizers with teacher guidance to organize main ideas and 

supporting details. 

 

2.1.4 Apply comprehension monitoring strategies before, during, and after reading: 

use prior knowledge/schema. 

 Explain connections between self and characters and events encountered in culturally 

relevant text. 

 Activate prior knowledge about a topic and organize information into a graphic 

organizer to aid in comprehension of text. 

 

2.1.5 Apply comprehension monitoring strategies before, during, and after reading: 

predict and infer . 

 Predict text content using prior knowledge and text features. 

 Use text and prior knowledge to make inferences about characters and/or predict 

events; confirm or reject predictions. 

 Organize information that supports a prediction or inference in a graphic organizer to 

enhance comprehension of text. 

 

2.1.6  Apply comprehension monitoring strategies. 

 Use monitoring strategies to increase comprehension, including work recognition 

strategies, re-reading, and looking forward in the text. 

 

2.1.7 Apply comprehension monitoring strategies during and after reading: 

summarize informational/expository text and literary/narrative  text. 

 Summarize the events or information in informational/expository text with teacher 

guidance (e.g., the important characteristics of certain animals or plants presented in 

text). 

 Summarize the plot/message in culturally relevant literary/narrative text with teacher 

guidance. 
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 Organize summary information from informational/expository text and/or 

literary/narrative text into a teacher-provided graphic organizer to enhance text 

comprehension. 

 

Component 2.2  Understand and apply knowledge of text components to 

comprehend text. 

 

2.2.1 Understand story sequence. 

 Retell text focusing on the problem or events in sequence. (Note: Differences in story 

telling order exist between cultures. For example, some cultures tell the end of the 

story first.) 

 

2.2.2 Understand and apply features of printed and electronic text to locate and 

comprehend text. 

 Identify and use grade-level-appropriate text features with teacher guidance.  

 Interpret information from graphs and charts with teacher guidance. 

 Identify and use icons and pull-down menus. 

 

2.2.3 Understand story elements. 

 Describe physical traits of characters and tell how they act. 

 Retell the important events of a story. 

 Describe the setting of a story. 

 Identify the speaker/narrator in a story. 

 

2.2.4 Understand text organizational structures. 

 Recognize and use sentences, paragraphs, and chapter structure to understand the 

organization in both informational/expository text and literary/narrative text. 

 Identify text written in the text organizational structures of simple listing and 

sequential order. 

 

Component 2.3  Expand comprehension by analyzing, interpreting, and 

synthesizing information and ideas in informational  and literary t ext. 

 

2.3.1 Understand and analyze the relationship between and among 

informational/expository text and literary/narrative text. 

 Compare and contrast literary/narrative text elements in one story or between two 

stories. 

 Compare and contrast facts in one text or between two informational/expository texts. 

 Explain simple cause and effect relationships in informational/expository text and 

literary/narrative text. 

 

2.3.2 Understand how to locate specific information. 

 Use alphabetical and numerical systems to locate information in dictionary or book. 

 

2.3.3 Understand literary/narrative devices. 
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 Recognize similes, alliteration, and onomatopoeia in literary/narrative passages. 

 

Component 2.4  Think critically and analyze authorôs use of language, style, 

purpose, and perspective in informational and literary  text. 

 

2.4.1 Understand how to draw simple conclusions and give a response to text. 

 Give a personal or text-based response to a passage using a teacher-generated prompt. 

 Draw a simple conclusion from grade-level text with teacher guidance. 

 

2.4.2 Understand that there are purposes of writing. 

 Identify common types of informational/expository text and literary/narrative text and 

explain why they are read. 

 

2.4.3 Understand there are facts and opinions. 

 Explain the difference between a fact and an opinion with teacher guidance. 

 

EALR 3: The student reads different materials for a variety of 

purposes. 
 

Component 3.1  Read to learn new information.  

 

3.1.1 Understand how to select and use appropriate resources. 

 Identify print and non-print resource materials available to complete a task (with 

teacher assistance), such as informational text and/or illustrations and graphics. 

 Identify one resource and use it to answer a question with teacher assistance. 

 

Component 3.2  Read to perform a task. 

 

3.2.1 Understand information gained from reading to perform a specific task. 

 Use signs, labels, and instructions to answer questions or complete a task using grade-

level text. 

 Identify and use important words in a text to perform a task (e.g., math problem 

solving, follow multi-step directions). 

 

3.2.2 Understand a variety of functional documents. 

 Read and explain the information in functional documents that are used in a home 

setting to communicate information (e.g., shopping lists, TV schedules, 

advertisements, telephone messages). 

 

Component 3.4  Read for literary/narrative experience in a variety of genres. 

 

3.4.1 Understand different perspectives of family, friendship, culture, and traditions 

found in literature.  
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 Listen to, read, and discuss a variety of literature representing different perspectives 

of family, friendship, culture, and tradition, generating a personal and/or text-based 

response. 

 

3.4.2 Understand traditional and contemporary literature written in a variety of 

genres. 

 Identify and explain the characteristics of a variety of genres.  

 Read and respond to literature from multiple genres using teacher prompts 

appropriate to the text and content. 

 

3.4.3 Understand a variety of literature representing different cultures and 

traditions.  

 Identify and discuss the culture and/or traditions represented in a story with teacher 

guidance. 

 

EALR 4: T he student sets goals and evaluates progress to improve 

reading. 
 

Component 4.1  Assess reading strengths and need for improvement. 

 

4.1.1 Understand how to monitor own reading progress. 

 Explain what good readers do and identify own good reader behaviors. 

 Graph progress (e.g., keep a fluency chart of rate and accuracy). 

 

4.1.2 Understand how to set a grade-level appropriate reading goals. 

 Set a reading goal and create a plan to meet that goal with teacher assistance. 

 

Component 4.2  Develop interests and share reading experiences. 

 

4.2.1 Understand that readers have favorite books. 

 Select favorite subjects, authors, and/or books to share with others. 

 Self-select books at an instructional level and an independent level. 

WRITING 

In second grade, students make significant progress as they move from single-idea and 

patterned sentences to more detailed and sequential text, often including more than one 

event or descriptive element. Students demonstrate a considered approach to their 

writing by planning purposefully and working toward accuracy and effectiveness by 

making some conscious word choices. Sentence structures are varied within a single 

piece of writing. Students write in a variety of forms, including nonfiction, while 

maintaining the basic conventions of writing. Students notice mistakes while rereading 

and revise by adding details. 

 

EALR 1: The student understands and uses a writing process. 
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Component 1.1: Prewrites to generate ideas and plan writing. 

 

1.1.1 Applies at least one strategy for generating ideas and planning writing.  

 Talks to generate ideas and rehearse writing (e.g., class brainstorm). 

 Uses visual tools for planning (e.g., word web, list, story frame, drawing). 

 Uses multicultural literature (fiction and nonfiction) to stimulate ideas. 

 

NOTE: The reading aloud of well written, language-rich multicultural literature is 

an ongoing practice throughout all grades. It not only stimulates ideas, but it also 

provides students with examples of exemplary writing. 

 

Component 1.2:  Produces draft(s).   

 

1.2.1  Produces a draft of multiple sentences or several paragraphs over time. 

 Uses a plan from prewriting to write a draft. 

 Works on one draft over one to three days. 

 

Component 1.3: Revises to improve text. 

 

1.3.1  Revises text by adding and deleting words and phrases. 

 Rereads own writing for meaning. 

 Rereads work several times and has a different focus for each reading (e.g., first 

reading ð looking for descriptive words and phrases; second reading ðlooking 

for active verbs). 

 Participates in peer conferences (e.g.,ñTrahn, please read this and help me see if it 

makes sense.ò). 

 Uses adult and peer suggestions to clarify and revise writing. 

 Recognizes overused words and makes substitutions (e.g., whispered for said). 

 

Component 1.4: Edits text. 

 

1.4.1  Applies understanding of editing appropriate for grade level (see 3.3). 

 Identifies and corrects errors in grade level conventions. 

 Uses a simple checklist for editing. 

 Uses spelling lists and a personal dictionary to check accuracy and meaning. 

 

Component 1.5: Publishes text to share with audience. 

 

1.5.1  Publishes own writing. 

 Reads own work aloud (e.g., family night, writing buddy). 

 Selects format for publishing (e.g., fonts, graphics, photos, colors) to enhance 

writing. 

 Publishes text in various ways (e.g., posts on wall, reads from authorôs chair). 

 Publishes text with assistance (e.g., class books) 
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Component 1.6: Adjusts writing process as necessary. 

 

1.6.1 Proficiency in this GLE is not expected until grade 3. 

 

1.6.2 Proficiency in this GLE is not expected until grade 3. 

 

1.6.3 Proficiency in this GLE is not expected until grade 3. 

 

EALR 2: The student writes in a variety of forms for different 

audiences and purposes. 

 
Component 2.1: Adapts writing for a variety of audiences. 

 

2.1.1  Understands that writing changes for different audiences. 

 Writes letters using language appropriate to different audiences (e.g., Dear Officer 

Jones vs. Dear Mike). 

 Writes instructions for different audiences (e.g., telling kindergarteners how to 

line up, telling a substitute teacher how to take attendance). 
 

Component 2.2: Writes for different purposes. 

 

2.2.1  Demonstrates understanding of different purposes for writing. 

 Writes to respond to literature in some detail (e.g., how I am like a character). 

 Writes to tell stories (e.g., personal, ñonce upon a timeò or ñone dayò). 

 Writes to explain (e.g., effects of tooth brushing on health, how I found an answer 

to a mathematics problem). 

 

Component 2.3: Writes in a variety of forms/genres. 

 

2.3.1 Uses a variety of forms/genres. 

 Explains the relationship between form and purpose (e.g., instructions ð to 

explain how to). 

 Maintains a log or portfolio to track variety of forms/genres used. 

 Explains why one form is more appropriate than another. 

 Uses a variety of new forms/genres. 

Examples: 

- journals 

- fictional stories 

- instructions (explains how to) 

- graphs 

- rhymes 

- letters 

 

Component 2.4: Writes for career applications. 
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2.4.1  Knows important personal information.  

 Writes personal address and phone messages. 

 

EALR 3: The student writes clearly and effectively. 
 

Component 3.1: Develops ideas and organizes writing. W 

 

3.1.1  Analyzes ideas, selects topic, adds detail, and elaborates. 

 Develops list of specific topics for writing (e.g., playing with a pet or friend). 

 Selects from a list of specific topics for writing. 

 Maintains focus on a specific topic (e.g., writes and draws in a science journal 

about scientific observations such as the life cycle of a plant or animal). 

 Includes supporting information (e.g., adjectives, explanatory sentences, 

examples, and personal experiences). 

 Selects appropriate title for a piece of writing. 

 

3.1.2  Organizes multiple sentences on one topic showing beginning, middle, and 

ending. 

 Groups related ideas, sometimes in paragraphs. 

 Uses transitions frequently (e.g., next, first, after). 

 Organizes narrative chronologically and sequentially. 

 Organizes procedural writing sequentially. 

 Organizes informational writing using categories. 

 

Component 3.2: Uses appropriate style. W 

 

3.2.1  Writes with voice. 

 Uses word choice to show emotion and interest. 

 Uses ñbook languageò (e.g., fairy tale language ð ñonce upon a timeò or ñin a 

faraway landò). 

 

Note: Read-alouds should include a multicultural perspective and be continued 

throughout all grade levels. 

 

3.2.2  Uses a variety of words. 

 Builds a rich vocabulary through listening, talking, writing, and language 

activities. 

 Uses descriptive words (e.g., color words, sensory words, size words). 

 Uses classroom resources (e.g., personal dictionaries, word walls, other 

student/teacher-generated resources). 

 

3.2.3  Uses more than one sentence type and structure. 

 Writes a variety of sentence beginnings (e.g., starts with a prepositional phrase: 

 ñAfter recess, we will start our writing workshop.ò). 
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 Writes a variety of sentence structures (e.g., ñMy best friend sat by me at lunch. 

We talked as we ate our burritos.ò). 

 Writes a variety of sentence types (e.g., declarative, imperative, exclamatory, 

interrogative). 

 Writes poetry with patterns. 

 

Component 3.3: Knows and applies appropriate grade level writing conventions. W 

 

3.3.1  Uses legible handwriting. 

 Maintains consistent size, spacing, and formation in handwriting, especially in 

published work. 

 

3.3.2 Spells words appropriate for the grade level accurately, with challenging   

words spelled phonetically. 

 Uses spelling rules and patterns from previous grades. 

 Spells high-frequency words correctly (e.g., said, where, why, when). 

 Uses phonetic approximations for challenging words (e.g., cuzin for cousin). 

 Recognizes and uses grade level appropriate spelling patterns. 

Examples: 

- Digraphs (e.g., nt, ng) 

- CVVC words (e.g., nail, bean, main) 

- Two-syllable high-frequency words (e.g., funny, mother, happy) 

 Indicates words that may be misspelled. 

 Uses spelling resources (e.g., word walls, student dictionaries, high frequency 

word charts, peers). 

 

3.3.3  Applies capitalization rules. 

 Uses capitalization rules from previous grades. 

 Capitalizes local geographic names (e.g., Yakima). 

 Capitalizes first word in greeting and closing of a letter. 

 

3.3.4  Applies punctuation rules. 

 Uses punctuation rules from first grade. 

 Uses comma after greeting and closing of friendly letter. 

 Uses some quotation marks in dialogue. 

 Uses colon when writing time (e.g., 12:30). 

 Uses apostrophes correctly in contractions (e.g., donôt). 

 

3.3.5  Applies usage rules. 

 Applies usage rules from first grade. 

 Maintains subject/verb agreement. 

 Maintains consistent tense, especially past tense. 

 Uses standard verb forms in past tense or past participle (e.g., He went home. We 

were going home.). 

 Uses possessive pronouns (e.g., its, theirs). 
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 Uses subject pronouns (e.g., she vs. her). 

 Uses contractions correctly (e.g., wonôt, canôt, Iôm). 

 

3.3.6 Uses complete sentences in writing 

 No Evidence of Learning identified at this level. 

 

3.3.7  Understands paragraph conventions. 

 Explains that paragraphs begin with indentation or skipped lines. 

 

3.3.8  Proficiency in this GLE is not expected until grade 3. 

 

EALR 4: The student analyzes and evaluates the effectiveness of written 

work.  

 

Component 4.1: Analyzes and evaluates othersô and own writing. W 

 

4.1.1  Understands criteria are used to select a preferred piece of writing. 

 Identifies criteria for why stories/authors are preferred (e.g., description, word 

choice). 

 

4.1.2  Uses specific criteria for analyzing own writing.  

 Identifies specific strengths in writing (e.g., ideas, organization, word choice). 

 Compares own writing to anchor papers, checklist, or rubric. 

 

Component 4.2: Sets goals for improvement. W 

 

4.2.1  Identifies specific goals for next piece of writing. 

 Confers with teacher to set goals (e.g., add description of a character, change the 

beginnings of sentences). 

 Sets goals based on own writing and anchor or model papers. 

 Maintains a written log of goals. 

SUPPORT SKILLS 

2-1 Listens attentively and remains involved during instruction and class activities 

2-2 Responds positively to instruction and advice 

2-3 Volunteers responses in a confident and clear manner 

2-4 Shows consideration of others while actively participating in class activities 

2-5 Self-evaluates against set criteria and responds positively to constructive criticism 

2-6 Expands vocabulary and spelling skills with word lists/tests from assigned reading 

2-7 Understands common definition of nouns and is able to give common/proper 

examples 

2-8 Understands common definition of verbs, and gives basic/personal examples 

2-9 Understands basic conjunctions and gives examples  

2-10 Understands sentence elements  ( incl. capitalization, punctuation & parts of 

speech) 
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2-11 Can identify and write a declarative ( statement) and interrogative sentence 

2-12 Understands compound words and related hyphens 

2-13 Punctuates with apostrophes( and uses for contractions, possessives and plurals) 

2-14 Uses DôNealian writing to print legibly 

2-15 Develops skills in syllabification and blending  

2-16 Develops skills with vowels and consonants 

2-17 Understands elements of the writing program (word listing, topic & character 

selection) 

2-18 Commits thoughts, ideas and past experiences to paper, then organizes them in 

sequence 

2-19 Learns to organize and place in sequence, elements for writing 

2-20 Learns to rough draft, edit, revise and second draft 

Grade Three ð Language Arts  

CENTRAL SUBJECT: NATIVE PEOPLES 

READING  

In  third grade, students select and combine skills to read fluently with meaning and purpose. 

They apply comprehension and vocabulary strategies to a wider variety of literary of literary 

genres and informational text. Students demonstrate comprehension by participating in 

discussions, writing responses, and using evidence from text to support their thinking. They read 

for pleasure and choose books based on personal preference, topic, or author. 

 

EALR 1:  The student understands and uses different skills and 

strategies to read. 
 

Component 1.1  Use word recognition skills and strategies to read and comprehend 

text. 

 

1.1.4 Apply understanding of phonics. 

 Read words containing complex letter patterns and/or word families (e.g., -ieve, ï

eive, -ield) in isolation and in context. 

 Apply multi-syllabic decoding when reading words in all text. 

 

Component 1.2  Use vocabulary (word meaning) strategies to comprehend text. 

 

1.2.1 Apply reference skills to determine word meanings. 

 Use glossaries and dictionaries to find and confirm word meanings. 

 

1.2.2 Apply vocabulary strategies in grade-level text. 
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 Use the meanings of prefixes, suffixes, and abbreviated words to determine the 

meaning of unknown words in grade-level text. 

 Describe how word meanings change as affixes are added to base words (e.g., 

rest/unrest/restful). 

 Re-read to clarify, read on, ask for help, adjust reading rate, and use knowledge of 

print conventions to determine meaning of unknown words in 

informational/expository text and literary/narrative text. 

 Use prior knowledge, context, pictures, illustrations, and diagrams to predict, clarify, 

and/or expand word meaning, including multiple-meaning words. 

 

Component 1.3  Build vocabulary through wide reading. 

 

1.3.1 Understand and apply new vocabulary. 

 Use new vocabulary from informational/expository text and literary/narrative text, 

including text from a variety of cultures and communities, in own oral and written 

communication. 

 

1.3.2 Understand and apply content/academic vocabulary critical to the meaning of 

the text. W  

 Define words and concepts necessary for understanding math, science, social studies, 

literature, and other content area text. 

 Select, from multiple choices, the meaning of words necessary to understand 

content/academic text. 

 Explain that some words have a different meaning in different content/academic texts 

(e.g., area in math and geography). 

 Use new vocabulary in oral and written communication. 

 

Component 1.4  Apply word recognition skills and strategies to read fluently. 

 

1.4.2 Apply fluency to enhance comprehension. 

 Read aloud familiar grade-level informational/expository text and literary/narrative 

text accurately, using appropriate pacing, phrasing, and expression. 

 Read aloud unpracticed grade-level text with fluency in a range of 110ï120+ words 

correct per minute. 

 

1.4.3 Apply different reading rates to match text. 

 Adjust reading rate to match difficulty of texts (e.g., content/academic text) and for 

different purposes (e.g., pleasure reading vs. reading for information). 

 

EALR 2: The student understands the meaning of what is read. 
 

Component 2.1  Demonstrate evidence of reading comprehension. 
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2.1.3 Apply comprehension monitoring strategies before, during, and after reading: 

determine importance using theme, main ideas, and supporting details in grade-

level informational/expository text and/or literary/narrative  text . W  

 State main idea of an informational/expository text passage and give two reasons 

from the text supporting the choice. 

 State the main idea of a literary/narrative text passage and support with two details 

from the story. 

 Select, from multiple choices, the main idea of a passage, poem, or selection. 

 Select, from multiple choices, a title that best fits the selection and support the choice 

with text evidence/details. 

 State the theme/message in culturally relevant literary/narrative text and support with 

text-based evidence with teacher guidance.  

 Organize main ideas and supporting details in a teacher-selected graphic organizer to 

enhance comprehension of text. 

 

2.1.4 Apply comprehension monitoring strategies before, during, and after reading: 

use prior knowledge/schema. 

 Explain connections between self and characters, events, and information occurring 

within culturally relevant text or among multiple texts. 

 Call on prior knowledge about a topic and organize information into a graphic 

organizer to aid in comprehension of text 

 

2.1.5 Apply comprehension strategies before, during, and after reading: predict and 

infer   

from grade-level informational/expository text and/or literary/narrative text . W  

 Predict or infer about text content using prior knowledge, text, and text features in 

both informational/expository and literary/narrative text. Support with evidence from 

text (e.g., how a character will act, why a character acts a certain way, why an author 

includes certain information, and what might happen next). 

 Use text to make, confirm, or revise inferences and predictions in both 

literary/narrative and informational/expository text. 

 Select, from multiple choices, a prediction or inference from literary/narrative text 

(e.g., how a poet or author feels, how a character feels, what a character will do, what 

is likely to happen next or at the end of the story or poem). 

 Select, from multiple choices, a prediction or inference from informational/expository 

text (e.g., what is likely to happen, or what will happen next). 

 Organize information that supports a prediction or inference in a teacher-selected 

graphic organizer to enhance comprehension. 

 

2.1.6 Apply comprehension monitoring strategies before, during, and after reading: 

monitor for meaning, create mental images, and generate and answer questions. 

 Monitor for meaning by identifying where and why comprehension was lost and use 

comprehension-repair strategies to regain meaning. 

 Generate and answer questions before, during, and after reading. 

 Draw, write about, or verbally describe the mental imagery that occurs while reading. 



LEARNING OUTCOMES  LANGUAGE ARTS 

January 15, 2010 Language Arts Page 35 of 530 

 Organize images and information into a graphic organizer with teacher guidance, to 

enhance comprehension of text (e.g., add information to a partially completed 

organizer). 

 

2.1.7 Apply comprehension strategies during and after reading: summarize grade-

level literary/narrative text  and informational/expository text. W  

 Summarize the events or ideas in literary/narrative text, citing text-based evidence. 

 Summarize the events, information, or ideas in informational/expository text (e.g., the 

life cycle of a frog, characteristics of a desert, life events in a biography), citing text-

based evidence. 

 Summarize the plot/message in culturally relevant literary/narrative text. 

 Select, from multiple choices, a sentence that best summarizes the story or 

informational/expository selection and support the choice with text evidence/details. 

 Organize summary information in a teacher-selected graphic organizer to enhance 

comprehension. 

 

Component 2.2  Understand and apply knowledge of text components to 

comprehend text. 

 

2.2.1 Understand sequence in informational/expository text and literary/narrative  

text. W  

 Explain story ideas or events in sequential order.  (Note: Differences in story telling 

order exist between cultures. For example, in some cultures the end of the story is 

told first.) 

 Explain steps in a process (e.g., problem solving in mathematics, life cycle of a 

butterfly). 

 Select, from multiple choices, the order of ideas, facts, events (e.g., what happened 

first, next, last; the order in which ideas or facts were introduced). 

 

2.2.2 Apply knowledge of printed and electronic text features to locate and 

comprehend text. W  

 Identify and use grade-level appropriate text features.  

 Explain how certain text features help you understand the selection.  

 Interpret information from graphs, charts, diagrams, and tables. 

 Identify, from multiple choices, where certain information/ideas might be found in 

the text. 

 Use icons, pull-down menus, key word searches. 

 

2.2.3 Understand story elements. W  

 Describe charactersô physical traits and infer personality traits by what they say and 

do. 

 Describe the problem faced by a character and how he/she/it solves the problem. 

 Explain how the setting is important to the story. 

 Identify the speaker (narrator) in a selection and explain first person point of view. 
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 Select, from multiple choices, the best description of a character or setting in a story 

or poem (e.g., character traits, feelings, characterôs problem, or importance of 

character). 

 

2.2.4 Apply understanding of simple text organizational structures. 

 Recognize and use previously learned text organizational structures of simple listing 

and sequential order to aid comprehension. 

 Identify and use text written in the text organizational structures of description and 

compare and contrast to find and organize information and comprehend text. 

 

Component 2.3  Expand comprehension by analyzing, interpreting, and 

synthesizing information and ideas in literary and informational text. 

 

2.3.1 Understand and analyze the relationship between and among 

informational/expository text and literary/narrative text . W  

 Compare and contrast information (e.g., facts and details, literary/narrative elements, 

different versions of the same story, time period, cultures) within text and between 

texts. 

 Select, from multiple choices, a sentence that describes how specific literary/narrative 

elements are alike or different in a poem or story (e.g., two characters and/or their 

feelings, a character and the author, two events, two settings). 

 Select, from multiple choices, a sentence that describes how information is alike or 

different (e.g., information from two selections). 

 Recognize and explain cause and effect relationships in informational/expository and 

literary/narrative text, using evidence from the text. 

 Select, from multiple choices, a sentence that explains the cause of events or the 

effects of actions. 

 

2.3.2 Apply understanding of systems for organizing information. 

 Use alphabetical, numerical, and key word/topic systems to locate information on a 

specific topic or for a specific purpose in an encyclopedia or dictionary. 

 

2.3.3 Understand literary/narrative devices. 

 Explain similes, metaphors, alliterative sentences, and onomatopoeia and identify 

each in literary/narrative passages. 

 

Component 2.4  Think critically and analyze authorôs use of language, style, 

purpose, and perspective in literary and informational text. 

 

2.4.1 Understand how to draw conclusions and give a response to 

informational/expository text and literary/narrative text . W  

 Generate a personal or text-based response to text using a teacher-generated prompt 

(e.g., what would be the best/worst part of an event or situation). 
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 Draw a conclusion from grade-level text (e.g., how the story or information might be 

useful, to whom the story or information might be useful) and support with evidence 

from the text. 

 

2.4.2 Understand the authorôs purpose for and style of writing in both 

informational/expository text and literary/narrative text . W  

 Decide on the authorôs purpose for writing a selection and support the decision with 

evidence/details from the text. 

 Identify simple elements of style (word choice, sentence structure and length, literary 

devices) (with teacher guidance). 

 

2.4.3 Understand the difference between fact and opinion. W 

 Identify facts and opinions and explain the difference between them. 

 Select, from multiple choices, a statement that is a fact or an opinion. 

 

2.4.4 Evaluate authorôs effectiveness for a chosen audience. 

 Read an article and explain whether the author convinced the reader to think or act 

differently. W  

 

2.4.5 Understand how to generalize from text. W  

 Generalize about common characteristics of literary/narrative sub-genres. 

 Generalize by comparing characters in similar stories from different cultures (e.g., 

Cinderella/The Rough-Faced Girl or Little Red Riding Hood/Lon Po Po). 

 

EALR 3: The student reads different materials for a variety of 

purposes. 

 

Component 3.1  Read to learn new information.  

 

3.1.1 Understand how to select and use appropriate resources. 

 Identify two resources and use them to answer a question or solve a problem. 

 

Component 3.2  Read to perform a task. 

 

3.2.1 Understand information gained from reading to perform a specific task. 

 Use signs, labels, and instructions to answer questions or complete a task, using 

grade-level text. 

 Interpret information from common environmental print to solve a problem or 

perform a task (e.g., set up and run a science experiment using steps outlined in text). 

 

3.2.2 Understand a variety of functional documents. 

 Explain the information in functional documents that are used in a school setting to 

communicate information (e.g., notes home to family members, rules, newsletters, 

schedules). 
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Component 3.4  Read for literary experience in a variety of genres. 

 

3.4.1 Understand different perspectives of family, friendship, culture, and traditions 

found in literature.  

 Listen to, read, and discuss a variety of literature representing different perspectives 

of family, friendship, culture, and tradition, generating a personal and/or text-based 

response. 

 

3.4.2 Understand contemporary and traditional literature written in a variety of 

genres. 

 Explain the characteristics of a variety of genres.  

 Respond to literature from multiple genres using teacher prompts appropriate to the 

text and content. 

 

3.4.3 Understand a variety of literature representing different cultures and 

traditions.  

 Discuss the culture and/or traditions described in a piece of literature and explain how 

they are similar or different from those of the reader. 

 

EALR 4: The student sets goals and evaluates progress to improve 

reading. 

 

Component 4.1  Assess reading strengths and need for improvement. 

 

4.1.1 Apply strategies to monitor reading progress. 

 Identify reading strengths and weaknesses with teacher assistance and select targets 

on which to work. 

 Track progress in reading achievement with graphs, charts, and checklists. 

 

4.1.2 Understand how to set grade-level appropriate reading goals. 

 Set two reading goals and create a plan to meet those goals with teacher assistance. 
 

Component 4.2  Develop interests and share reading experiences. 

 

4.2.1 Evaluate authors and books to select favorites. 

 Develop a list of favorite authors and books, including the reason each was selected 

for the list, and share with others. 

 Self-select books to read at an instructional level and an independent level. 

WRITING 

In third grade, students are writing longer texts, especially narratives. They embed their 

ideas in time and place and develop characters through detail and dialogue. Students 

organize around a central idea and elaborate using complete sentences. Their writing is 
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often divided into sections through paragraphing or book parts (e.g., tables of contents, 

chapters). Information gathering as part of the planning process is common, and students 

are becoming more selective about vocabulary, especially when writing informational 

texts. They listen to othersô writing, offer feedback, and begin to consider suggestions 

from others about their own writing. 

 

EALR 1: The student understands and uses a writing process. 

 
Component 1.1: Prewrites to generate ideas and plan writing. W 

 

1.1.1  Applies at least one strategy for generating ideas and planning writing.  

 Talks to generate ideas and rehearse writing (e.g., dialogue with a partner, role 

playing, talking into a tape recorder). 

 Plans intentionally with some detail using visual tools (e.g., webs, diagrams, 

drawings, graphic organizers). 

 Gathers information from more than one source and takes notes. 

 

The reading aloud of well written, language-rich multicultu ral literature is an 

ongoing practice throughout all grades. It not only stimulates ideas, but it also 

provides students with examples of exemplary writing. 

 

Component 1.2:  Produces draft(s).  W 

 

1.2.1  Produces a draft of multiple paragraphs over time. 

 Uses a prewriting plan to draft text. 

 Works on one draft on a single topic over several days. 

 

Component 1.3: Revises to improve text. W 

 

1.3.1  Revises text by adding, deleting, substituting, and moving words and phrases. 

 Rereads own writing for meaning orally or silently. 

 Rereads work several times and has a different focus for each reading (e.g., first 

reading ð checking for repetitious beginnings; second reading ð looking for 

specific nouns). 

 Participates in peer conference (e.g., ñI improved on ____.ò ñI was confused by 

____.ò). 

 Makes decisions about writing based on feedback. 

 Collects additional data and revises. 

 

Component 1.4: Edits text. W 

 

1.4.1  Applies understanding of editing appropriate for grade level (see 3.3). 

 Identifies and corrects errors in grade level conventions. 

 Uses checklist for editing. 

 Uses references when editing (e.g., word wall, dictionary, friend). 
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Component 1.5: Publishes text to share with audience. W 

 

1.5.1  Publishes own writing. 

 Publishes work crediting author and illustrator, sometimes including dedication. 

 Includes text features (e.g., title, headings, information about the author, 

illustrations, captions). 

 Uses a variety of available technology as part of publication (e.g., software 

program, overhead projector, video). 

 

Component 1.6: Adjusts writing process as necessary. W 

 

1.6.1  Applies understanding of the recursive nature of writing process. 

 Revises at any stage of process. 

 Edits as needed at any stage. 

 

1.6.2  Uses collaborative skills to adapt writing process. 

 Contributes to different parts of the process when writing a class book (e.g., class 

develops ideas together, small group or partners collaborate to produce each 

page). 

 

1.6.3  Uses knowledge of time constraints to adjust writing process. 

 Works on one draft over several days or weeks adjusting work to fit the time 

frame. 

 Allots amount of time for each stage of writing process for on-demand writing. 

 

EALR 2: The student writes in a variety of forms for different 

audiences and purposes. 

 
Component 2.1: Adapts writing for a variety of audiences. W 

 

2.1.1  Understands that writing changes for different audiences. 

 Writes for community (business people) and distant peers (pen pals). 

 Demonstrates knowledge of specific audiences (e.g., formal greeting and closing 

when writing to a firefighter). 
 

Component 2.2: Writes for different purposes. W 

 

2.2.1  Demonstrates understanding of different purposes for writing. 

 Identifies purpose of writing (e.g., to reflect, to request information). 

 Writes for own purposes (e.g., communicates with friends, reminders to self). 

 Writes to respond to literature in some detail (e.g., connections to self, text, and 

the world). 

 Writes stories (e.g., fictional narrative). 
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 Writes to learn (e.g., science notebooks, class notes, summaries of nonfiction or 

literary passages). 

 Writes to explain (e.g., tells which grade was a favorite and explains why, 

explains why a bar graph is a better choice than a pie chart to display data, 

explains why an apple is a better snack than a candy bar). 

 

Component 2.3: Writes in a variety of forms/genres. W 

 

2.3.1 Uses a variety of forms/genres. 

 Selects form to match purpose (e.g., a report to explain). 

 Maintains a log or portfolio to track variety of forms/genres used. 

 Uses a variety of new forms/genres. 

Examples: 

- comics 

- fairy tales 

- reports 

- charts 

- procedures (e.g., science experiment) 

- summaries (e.g., story, social studies passage) 

- directions (to a location) 

- free verse 

 

Component 2.4: Writes for career applications. W 

 

2.4.1  Produces documents used in a career setting. 

 Fills out forms (e.g., library card application, contest entry, survey). 

 Writes invitations (e.g., party, family night, open house). 

 

EALR 3: The student writes clearly and effectively. 
 

Component 3.1: Develops ideas and organizes writing. W 

 

3.1.1  Analyzes ideas, selects topic, adds detail, and elaborates. 

 Selects from a wide range of topics (e.g., friendship, volcanoes). 

 Maintains focus on specific topic. 

 Provides details and/or support (e.g., examples, descriptions, reasons). 

 Uses personal experience and observation to support ideas. 

 Develops characters, setting, and events in narratives. 

 Selects appropriate title for a piece of writing. 

 

3.1.2  Organizes writing with a beginning, middle, and ending. 

 Organizes ideas into logical chunks of information (e.g., paragraphs, tables, 

verses in poetry). 
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 Writes a variety of beginnings and endings (e.g., begins with an amazing fact or 

background information; ends with something new to think about or a 

cliffhanger). 

 Uses transitions to connect episodes, descriptions, explanations, or facts (e.g., 

afterward, later on, in addition, also). 

 Organizes narratives with an evident problem and solution. 

 Describes procedures sequentially (e.g., steps in a scientific experiment). 

 Organizes expository writing logically (e.g., grouped by category; hypothesis and 

results; reasons and details/examples). 

 

Component 3.2: Uses appropriate style. W 

 

3.2.1  Writes with voice. 

 Uses word choice to show emotion and interest. 

 Uses ñbook languageò (e.g., mimics the voice of a character in a book). 

 Demonstrates commitment to topic (e.g., sustains writing, elaborates, shows 

knowledge of topic). 

 

3.2.2  Uses language appropriate for a specific audience and purpose. 

 Selects specific words (e.g., hollered vs. said) and specialized vocabulary (e.g., 

transparent vs. clear). 

 Selects interesting and effective words from various sources (e.g., multicultural 

literature, television, environmental print, cultural background). 

 Uses literary devices (e.g., onomatopoeia, alliteration). 

 

3.2.3  Uses more than one sentence type and structure. 

 Writes a variety of sentence beginnings (e.g., starts with an adverb: ñQuickly, the 

snake slithered away.ò). 

 Writes a variety of sentence lengths. 

 Writes a variety of sentence structures (e.g., ñI went outside. The streets were 

muddy after the storm ended.ò). 

 Writes a variety of sentence types (e.g., declarative, imperative, exclamatory, 

interrogative). 

 Writes free verse poems with repeated sentence beginnings. 

 

Component 3.3: Knows and applies appropriate grade level writing conventions. W 

 

3.3.1  Uses legible handwriting. 

 Maintains consistency in printing or cursive handwriting (e.g., size, spacing, 

formation, uppercase and lowercase). 

 

3.3.2  Spells words appropriate for the grade level accurately. 

 Uses spelling rules and patterns from previous grades. 

 Spells high-frequency words (e.g., because, there, their). 

 Uses phonetic spelling for challenging words. 
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 Recognizes and uses grade level appropriate spelling patterns. 

Examples: 

- Unusual vowel patterns (e.g., aw,ou, oy) 

- Affixes (e.g., un-, pre-, -ed) 

- Plurals rules (e.g., cat to cats, glass to glasses, carry to carries) 

- Double consonant rules (e.g., bunny, hopping, hotter, hottest) 

 Recognizes words that may be misspelled and makes corrections. 

 Uses resources to find correct spelling for words identified as misspelled (e.g., 

word walls, student dictionaries, peers). 

 

3.3.3  Applies capitalization rules. 

 Uses capitalization rules from previous grades. 

 Capitalizes personôs title (e.g., President Smith vs. the president). 

 Capitalizes first word inside quotation marks. 

 Capitalizes all proper nouns. 

 

3.3.4  Applies punctuation rules. 

 Uses punctuation rules from previous grades. 

 Uses period after an abbreviation or initial (e.g., Dr. Georgia Scott, M.D.). 

 Uses comma between the day of the month and the year (e.g., March 2, 2000). 

 Uses comma between city and state (e.g., Seattle, Washington). 

 Uses commas in a series (e.g., She bought red socks, white shoes, and a blue 

dress. OR She bought red socks, white shoes and a blue dress.). 

 Uses comma in compound sentences. 

 Uses commas in numbers greater than four digits (e.g., 10,000). 

 Uses quotation marks in dialogue. 

 Uses apostrophe in possessive nouns (e.g., the dogôs house, the dogsô houses). 

 

3.3.5  Applies usage rules. 

 Applies usage rules from previous grades. 

 Uses would have instead of would of. 

 Uses correct pronoun as subject (e.g., I vs. me). 

 Uses consistent verb tense. 

 Uses future tense correctly, especially in dialogue. 

 Does not use double negatives. 

 Uses appropriate homonym (e.g., itôs vs. its, your vs. youôre, their vs. there vs. 

theyôre, to vs. two vs. too). 

 

3.3.6  Uses complete sentences in writing. 

 Does not use ñrun-togetherò sentences (e.g., They went to the store they bought 

groceries.). 

 Does not use sentence fragments (e.g., Going into town.). 

 

3.3.7  Applies paragraph conventions. 
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 Uses paragraph conventions (e.g., designated by indentation or block format, 

skipping lines between paragraphs). 

 

3.3.8  Applies conventional forms for citations. 

 Cites sources (e.g., lists titles and authors). 

 

EALR 4: The student analyzes and evaluates the effectiveness of written 

work.  

 

Component 4.1: Analyzes and evaluates othersô and own writing. W 

 

4.1.1  Analyzes and evaluates writing using established criteria. 

 Identifies professional authorsô styles and techniques (e.g., use of details, word 

choice, voice). 

 Critiques a peerôs writing and supports the opinion using established criteria (e.g., 

content, organization, style, conventions). 

 

4.1.2  Analyzes and evaluates own writing using established criteria. 

 Identifies specific strength in writing (e.g., sentence beginnings, spelling). 

 Explains strengths and weaknesses of own writing using criteria (e.g., WASL 

rubric and anchor papers, checklists, scoring guides). 

 Chooses written work for a portfolio (e.g., selects best piece from each grading 

period) and justifies the decision with criteria. 

 

Component 4.2: Sets goals for improvement. W 

 

4.2.1  Evaluates and adjusts writing goals using criteria. 

 Confers with teacher to set goals (e.g., make my words more interesting, change 

the beginnings of sentences, examine transitions for effectiveness). 

 Sets goals comparing own writing to rubric and anchor papers (e.g., WASL 

rubric, state and district anchor papers). 

 Evaluates own use of writing process and sets goals (e.g., ñMy prewrite helped 

me because ______.ò). 

 Maintains a written log of goals. 

 

SUPPORT  SKILLS 

3-1 Listens attentively and remains involved during instruction and class activities 

3-2 Responds positively to instruction and advice 

3-3 Volunteers timely and reasoned responses clearly and concisely 

3-4 Is considerate and helpful to others, while actively participating in class activity 

3-5 Self-evaluates against set criteria & responds positively to constructive criticism 

3-6 Expands vocabulary & spelling with word lists/tests from assigned reading 

3-7 Understands and uses nouns in singular and regular plural form 

3-8 Understands and uses basic pronouns (replacing nouns) 
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3-9 Understands and uses adjectives in three forms (What kind of? which one? How 

many?) 

3-10 Understands & uses verbs in main and (up to three in a sentence) helping form 

3-11 Uses the correct subject/verb agreement 

3-12 Uses irregular plurals correctly (children, feet, geese) 

3-13 Understands & uses a range of coordinating conjunctions (and, nor, but, for, yet, 

so, or) 

3-14 Extends knowledge of punctuation (e.g. contractions & possessives) 

3-15 Can identify and write declarative, interrogative, imperative & exclamatory 

sentences 

3-16 Understands the basics of a paragraph 

3-17 Can identify and write a topic sentence for a paragraph 

3-18 Writes an ñintroductionò by assembling a paragraph of descriptive sentences 

3-19 Begins to use legible DôNealian cursive writing 

3-20 Develops editing skills to eliminate mistakes (e.g. repetition, wandering & 

spelling) 

 

Grade Four ð Language Arts  

CENTRAL SUBJECT: WASHINGTON STATE  

READING  

In  fourth grade, students read skillfully with meaning and purpose using appropriate 

comprehension and vocabulary strategies.  Students read, discuss, reflect, and respond, using 

evidence from text, to a wide variety of literary genres and informational text.  Students read for 

pleasure and continue to choose books based on personal preference, topic, theme, or author. 

 

EALR 1: The student understands and uses different skills and 

strategies to read. 
 

Component 1.1  Use word recognition skills and strategies to read and comprehend 

text. 

 

1.1.4 Apply understanding of phonics. 

 Use multi-syllabic decoding when reading words in all texts. 

 

Component 1.2  Use vocabulary (word meaning) strategies to comprehend text. 

 

1.2.1 Apply reference skills to define, clarify, and refine word meanings. 

 Use dictionaries, thesauruses, and glossaries to find or confirm word meanings, 

pronunciations, syllabication, synonyms, antonyms, and parts of speech of words. 
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1.2.2 Apply vocabulary strategies in grade-level text. 

 Use word origins to determine the meaning of unknown words. 

 Use the meanings of prefixes, suffixes, and abbreviated words to determine the 

meaning of unknown words in grade-level text. 

 Explain how to derive word meaning from knowledge of affixes and roots (e.g., port: 

transportation, porter, import, report). 

 Use prior knowledge, the text, context clues, and graphic features of text to predict, 

clarify, and/or expand word meanings and concepts. 

 

Component 1.3  Build vocabulary through wide reading. 

 

1.3.1 Understand and apply new vocabulary. 

 Use new vocabulary from informational/expository text and literary/narrative text, 

including text from a variety of cultures and communities, in oral and written 

communication. 

 

1.3.2 Understand and apply content/academic vocabulary critical to the meaning of 

the text.  W  

 Define words and concepts necessary for understanding math, science, social studies, 

literature, and other content area text. 

 Explain that some words have a different meaning in different content areas (e.g., 

concept of shade in science and art). 

 Select, from multiple choices, the meaning of words necessary to understand. 

 Use new vocabulary in oral and written communication and content/academic text. 

 

Component 1.4  Apply word recognition skills and strategies to read fluently. 

 

1.4.2 Apply fluency to enhance comprehension. 

 Read aloud grade-level informational/expository text and literary/narrative text 

accurately, using appropriate pacing, phrasing, and expression. 

 Read aloud unpracticed grade-level text at a fluency rate of 115ï125 words correct 

per minute. 

 

1.4.3 Apply different reading rates to match text. 

 Adjust reading rate to match difficulty and type of text and the purposes for reading 

(e.g., skimming for facts, scanning for key words, and close/careful reading for 

understanding new or complex ideas). 

 

EALR 2: The student understands the meaning of what is read. 
 

Component 2.1  Demonstrate evidence of reading comprehension. 
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2.1.3 Apply comprehension monitoring strategies during and after reading: 

determine importance using theme, main ideas, and supporting details in grade-

level informational/expository text and/or literary/narrative  text .   W  

 State the main idea of an informational/expository text passage and provide three or 

more text-based details that support it. 

 State the main idea of a literary/narrative text passage and support with three details 

from the story. 

 Select, from multiple choices, the main/major idea of a passage, poem, or selection. 

 State the theme/message in culturally relevant literary/narrative text and support with 

text-based evidence.  

 Organize main ideas and supporting details in a teacher-selected graphic organizer to 

enhance comprehension of text. 

 

2.1.4 Apply comprehension monitoring strategies before, during, and after reading: 

use prior knowledge/schema. 

 Explain connections between self and characters, events, and information occurring 

within a text or among multiple texts. 

 Activate prior knowledge about a topic and organize information into a graphic 

organizer to aid in comprehension of text 

 

2.1.5 Apply comprehension monitoring strategies before, during, and after reading: 

predict and infer  from grade-level informational/expository text and/or 

literary/narrative text .  W  

 Predict text content using prior knowledge and text features. 

 Use text and prior knowledge to make, confirm, or revise inferences and predictions. 

 Select, from multiple choices, a prediction, or inference from literary/narrative  text 

(e.g., how a poet or author feels, how a character feels, what a character will do, what 

is likely to happen next or at the end of the story or poem). 

 Select, from multiple choices, a prediction or inference from informational/expository 

text (e.g., what is likely to happen, or what will happen next). 

 Organize information that supports a prediction or inference in a graphic organizer to 

enhance comprehension of text. 

 

2.1.6 Apply comprehension monitoring strategies before, during, and after reading: 

monitor for meaning, create mental images, and generate and answer questions in 

grade-level informational/expository text and/or literary/narrative text . 

 Monitor for meaning by identifying where and why comprehension was lost and use 

comprehension-repair strategies to regain meaning. 

 Generate and answer questions before, during, and after reading. 

 Draw, write about, or verbally describe the mental imagery that occurs while reading. 

 Organize information to monitor for meaning; generate and answer questions in a 

teacher-selected graphic organizer to enhance comprehension. 

 

2.1.7 Apply comprehension strategies during and after reading: summarize grade-

level informational/expository text and literary/narrative text .  W  
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 Summarize the events, information, or ideas in an informational/expository text (e.g., 

causes of an event like a war or a tornado, steps in building a snow cave). 

 Summarize culturally relevant literary/narrative text. 

 Select, from multiple choices, a sentence that best summarizes the story or 

informational selection. 

 Organize summary information in a teacher-selected graphic organizer to enhance 

comprehension. 

 

Component 2.2  Understand and apply knowledge of text components to 

comprehend text. 

 

2.2.1 Understand sequence in informational/expository text and literary/narrative 

text. W  

 Explain ideas or events in sequential order. (Note: Differences in story telling order 

exist between cultures. For example, in some cultures the end of the story is told 

first.) 

 Recognize and explain literary/narrative text written out of sequence (e.g., flashbacks, 

tales from other cultures). 

 Explain steps in a process (e.g., problem solving in mathematics, life cycle of a 

salmon). 

 Select, from multiple choices, the order of ideas, facts or events (e.g., what happened 

first, next, last; the order in which ideas or facts were introduced). 

 

2.2.2 Apply features of printed and electronic text to locate and comprehend text. W  

 Identify and use grade-level appropriate text features. 

 Explain how certain text features help you understand the selection.  

 Interpret information from graphic features.  

 Identify, from multiple choices, where certain information/ideas might be found in 

the text. 

 Use icons, pull-down menus, key word searches on an electronic device. 

 

2.2.3 Understand and analyze story elements. W  

 Use knowledge of situation and charactersô actions, motivations, feelings, and 

physical attributes to determine charactersô traits. 

 Identify the main events in a plot, including the cause and effect relationship in 

problem solving. 

 Describe the components of setting and explain how and why setting is important to 

the story. 

 Differentiate between first and third person point of view in a selection and explain 

the difference. 

 Select, from multiple choices, the best description of a character or setting in a story 

or poem (e.g., character traits, feelings, characterôs problem, or importance of 

character). 

 

2.2.4 Apply understanding of text organizational structures. 
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 Recognize and use previously learned text organizational structures (simple listing, 

sequential order, description, compare and contrast) to aid comprehension. 

 Identify and use text written in the text organizational structure of chronological 

order to find and organize information and comprehend text. 

 

Component 2.3  Expand comprehension by analyzing, interpreting, and 

synthesizing information and ideas in literary and informational text. 

 

2.3.1 Understand and analyze the relationship between and among 

informational/expository text and literary/narrative text . W  

 Compare and contrast plots, characters, and settings in multiple texts. 

 Compare and contrast information (e.g., similar topics written in different genres such 

as a short story and a poem or magazine article and encyclopedia). 

 Select, from multiple choices, a sentence that describes how specific literary/narrative 

elements are alike or different in a poem or story (e.g., two characters and/or their 

feelings, a character and the author, two events, two selections). 

 Select, from multiple choices, a sentence that describes how information is alike or 

different (e.g., information from two selections). 

 Recognize and explain cause and effect relationships in informational/expository text 

and literary/narrative text, using evidence from the text. 

 Select, from multiple choices, a sentence that explains the cause of events or the 

effects of actions. 

 

2.3.2 Apply understanding of systems for organizing information and analyze 

appropriate sources. 

 Use multiple organizational systems to locate information from reference and content 

area materials. 

 Select appropriate resources for locating information (e.g., thesaurus, website, 

directory) on a specific topic or for a specific purpose. 

 

2.3.3 Understand literary/narrative devices. W  

 Explain the meaning of simile, personification, metaphor, idiom, and humor in 

literary/narrative passages. 

 

Component 2.4  Think critically and analyze authorôs use of language, style, 

purpose, and perspective in literary and informational text. 

 

2.4.1 Apply the skills of drawing conclusions, providing a response, and expressing 

insights to informational/expository text and literary/narrative text . W  

 Give a personal response that demonstrates insight about text, using a teacher-

generated prompt (e.g., what would be the best/worst part of an event or situation). 

 Draw conclusions from text, citing text-based information to support the conclusion 

(e.g., how the story or information might be useful; to whom a story or information 

might be useful). 
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2.4.2 Analyze the authorôs purpose for and style of writing in both 

informational/expository text and literary/narrative text .  W  

 Determine the authorôs purpose and support decision with evidence/details from text. 

 Identify and explain how the authorôs use of word choice, sentence structure and 
length, and/or literary/narrative devices affects the reader, using a variety of texts. 

 

2.4.3 Understand the difference between fact and opinion. W 

 Identify facts and opinions; provide evidence from the text to support your answer. 

 Select, from multiple choices, a statement that is a fact or an opinion. 

 

2.4.4 Evaluate authorôs effectiveness for a chosen audience. W  

 Read an article and decide if a chosen audience (e.g., teachers, parents, classmates) 

would agree or disagree with what the author says. 

 

2.4.5 Understand how to generalize from text. W  

 Generalize about a topic after reading more than one text (e.g., make generalizations 

about life on the prairie after reading several informational/expository and 

literary/narrative accounts of the migration west). 

 Generalize about characters and characteristics in similar stories from different 

cultures (e.g., the ñtricksterò type tales such as Coyote in Native American literature; 

animals in African folk tales like Ananzi (the spider); and Brôer Rabbit stories of the 

Deep South). 

 

EALR 3: The student reads different materials for a variety of 

purposes. 
 

Component 3.1  Read to learn new information.  

 

3.1.1 Understand how to select and use appropriate resources. 

 Collect and use information from a variety of resources to solve a problem or answer 

a question. 

 

Component 3.2  Read to perform a task. 

 

3.2.1 Understand information gained from reading to perform a specific task. 

 Interpret information from common environmental print to solve a problem or 

perform a task (e.g., use a catalog to choose items within a budget). 

 

3.2.2 Understand a variety of functional documents. 

 Explain the information in functional documents related to hobbies or interests (e.g., 

skate boarding magazines, books about animals, e-mail, and letters from friends). 

 

Component 3.4 Read for literary experience in a variety of genres.  
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3.4.2 Understand contemporary and traditional literature written in a variety of 

genres. 

 Explain the characteristics of a variety of genres.  

 Respond to literature from a variety of genres using teacher or self-generated prompts 

appropriate to the text and content. 

 

3.4.3 Analyze a variety of literature representing different cultures and traditions. 

 Compare and contrast cultures and traditions from a variety of literature. 

 Generalize about traditions after reading literature from various cultures (e.g., 

customs, ceremonies, celebrations). 

 

EALR 4: The student sets goals and evaluates progress to improve 

reading. 
 

Component 4.1  Assess reading strengths and need for improvement. 

 

4.1.1 Apply strategies to monitor reading progress. 

 Identify reading strengths and weaknesses and select targets on which to work. 

 Track progress in reading achievement with graphs, charts, and checklists. 

 

4.1.2 Apply strategies for setting grade-level appropriate reading goals. 

 Set reading goals, create a plan to meet those goals, and monitor progress toward 

implementing the plan with teacher assistance. 

 

Component 4.2  Develop interests and share reading experiences. 

 

4.2.1 Evaluate authors, books, and genres to select favorites. 

 Discuss and share favorite authors, books, and genres with others. Explain reason for 

choices. 

WRITING 

 

In fourth grade, students write for a range of purposes, including describing, telling a 

story, and explaining. They are able to produce writing that goes beyond the formulaic. 

Because they are aware of the interdependence of the topic, audience, purpose, and form, 

they are able to select and sometimes adapt basic forms to meet specific requirements. 

Their understanding and use of figurative language introduces imagery to their writing. 

Informational writing reflects understanding of specific purpose, often requiring 

gathering and synthesizing information from a number of resources to express and justify 

an opinion. Students are more aware of the conventions of writing as they reflect on their 

strengths and weaknesses and strive to improve. 

 

EALR 1: The student understands and uses a writing process. 
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Component 1.1: Prewrites to generate ideas and plan writing. W 

 

1.1.1 Applies more than one strategy for generating ideas and planning writing.  

 Explains the difference between generating and organizing ideas and adjusts 

prewriting strategies accordingly (e.g., brainstorms list for generating ideas and 

narrowing topic, uses a graphic organizer for organizing ideas, story boards). 

 Records information or ideas at prewriting and/or drafting stages (e.g., notes, lists, 

free writing, webs, or graphic organizers). 

 Gathers information from more than one resource and synthesizes ideas to plan 

writing (e.g., uses information from the Internet and from books for a report). 

 

NOTE: The reading aloud of well written, language-rich multicultural literature is 

an ongoing practice throughout all grades. It not only stimulates ideas, but it also 

provides students with examples of exemplary writing. 

 

Component 1.2:  Produces draft(s).  W 

1.2.1  Produces more than one draft of multiple paragraphs. 

 Uses a prewriting plan to draft text. 

 Works on more than one draft on a single topic over several days. 

 

Component 1.3: Revises to improve text. W 

 

1.3.1  Revises text by adding, deleting, substituting, and moving text. 

 Rereads work several times and has a different focus for each reading (e.g., first 

reading ð adding specific details for support; second reading ð substituting 

words for clarity; third reading ð moving text by combining sentences for 

variety). 

 Records feedback using writing group procedure (e.g., specific example from text 

in one column, suggestions in another column, and notes in margin). 

 Makes decisions about writing based on feedback. 

 Revises content based on new information. 

 Uses different methods to delete or move text (e.g., cross out and rewrite or ñcut 

and pasteò). 

 Uses more than one resource to revise (e.g., word wall or bank, writing guide, 

peer, adult, thesaurus). 

 

Component 1.4: Edits text. W 

 

1.4.1  Applies understanding of editing appropriate for grade level (see 3.3). 

 Identifies and corrects errors in grade level conventions. 

 Uses more than one resource (e.g., dictionary, writing guide, spell check, peer, 

adult). 

 Proofreads final draft for errors. 

 

Component 1.5: Publishes text to share with audience. W 
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1.5.1  Publishes in more than one format for specific audiences and purposes. 

 Publishes pieces and explains choice of format, graphics, and illustrations. 

 Publishes for a wide range of purposes (e.g., to inform, to tell a story) in different 

forms and formats (e.g., letter, poem). 

 Uses a variety of available technology as part of publication (e.g., software 

program, overhead projector, video). 

 

Component 1.6: Adjusts writing process as necessary. W 

 

1.6.1  Applies understanding of the recursive nature of writing process. 

 Revises at any stage of process. 

 Edits as needed at any stage. 

 

1.6.2  Uses collaborative skills to adapt writing process. 

 Contributes to different parts of writing process when working on a class 

newspaper (e.g., group plans together; partners pre-write and compose article on 

classroom computer; individuals illustrate and format; group revises, edits, and 

publishes). 

 

1.6.3 Uses knowledge of time constraints to adjust writing process. 

 Works on one draft over several days or weeks adjusting work to fit the time 

frame. 

 Allots amount of time for each stage of writing process for on-demand writing. 

 

EALR 2: The student writes in a variety of forms for different 

audiences and purposes. 
 

Component 2.1: Adapts writing for a variety of audiences. W 

 

2.1.1  Applies understanding of multiple and varied audiences to write effectively. 

 Identifies an intended audience. 

 Writes to a diverse community audience (e.g., an informative newspaper article, a 

thank you letter after a field trip). 

 Identifies and includes information a diverse audience needs to know (e.g., 

background information on the topic, definitions for specialized and/or culturally 

relevant vocabulary). 
 

Component 2.2: Writes for different purposes. W 

 

2.2.1  Demonstrates understanding of different purposes for writing. 

 Writes for different purposes (e.g., to learn, to tell a story, to explain, to reflect, to 

respond to a question, to summarize, to analyze informational text and data). 

 Incorporates more than one purpose using a form (e.g., a letter can be used to 

explain, to request, or to persuade). 
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 Includes more than one mode within a piece (e.g., descriptive or narrative 

anecdotes within an explanation to elaborate). 

 

Component 2.3: Writes in a variety of forms/genres. W 

 

2.3.1  Uses a variety of forms/genres. 

 Selects form/genre to meet requirements of task or content area (e.g., book report 

or science report). 

 Maintains a log or portfolio to track variety of forms/genres used. 

 Produces a variety of new forms/genres. 

Examples: 

- fictional stories (e.g., fantasy, realistic) 

- procedures (e.g., process for problem solving in math) 

- tables 

- newspaper articles 

- scientific explanations 

- multiparagraph explanatory letters 

- song lyrics for an established melody 

 

Component 2.4: Writes for career applications. W 

 

2.4.1  Produces documents used in a career setting. 

 Collaborates with a partner on a writing project (e.g., newspaper article). 

 Writes in forms associated with specific tasks or careers (e.g., letters, directions to 

house, charts or tables within a report). 

 

EALR 3: The student writes clearly and effectively. 
 

Component 3.1: Develops ideas and organizes writing. W 

 

3.1.1  Analyzes ideas, selects a narrow topic, and elaborates using specific details 

and/or examples. 

 Narrows topic (e.g., from general topic, such as ñpets,ò to specific topic, such as 

ñMy dog is smart.ò). 

 Selects details relevant to the topic to elaborate (e.g., adds detail to each main 

point using more than one sentence; uses specific words and phrases, reasons, 

anecdotes, facts, descriptions, and examples). 

 Uses personal experiences, observations, and/or research to support opinions and 

ideas (e.g., collects, organizes, and uses data to support conclusions in math, 

science, or social studies). 

 Develops character, setting, and events within plot when writing a narrative. 

 

3.1.2  Organizes writing using a logical organizational structure. 

 Writes in a logically organized progression of unified paragraphs. 

 Constructs a recognizable introduction and conclusion. 
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 Uses a variety of transitional words and phrases to make connections between and 

within paragraphs. 

- chronological (e.g., next, after) 

- spatial (e.g., over, under, next to) 

- ordinal (e.g., first, second, third) 

 Structures plot in narratives using problem-solution-outcome. 

 Describes procedures sequentially (e.g., steps in problem solving in mathematics). 

 Organizes explanations (e.g., describes fitness activity and then explains why it is 

a favorite) and comparisons logically (e.g., writes a point-by-point comparison, 

such as about housing, agriculture, or clothing of the cultures of coastal and 

plateau Native Americans). 

 Structures poetry (e.g., syllabic patterns, rhyme scheme). 

 

Component 3.2: Uses appropriate style. W 

 

3.2.1  Understands that different audiences and purposes affect writerôs voice. 

 Adjusts voice for different audiences (e.g., letter to principal vs. letter to best 

friend). 

 Adjusts voice for different purposes (e.g., a scientific explanation vs. a narrative). 

 Writes in own voice in personal narrative (e.g., ñspinach makes me gagò). 

 Writes in authentic voice in expository writing, i.e., the writing sounds real as 

opposed to stilted. 

 

3.2.2  Uses language appropriate for a specific audience and purpose. 

 Uses precise words (e.g., vivid verbs ðscreeched, hovered, absorbed; specific 

nouns ð granite, longhouse, cedar). 

 Uses specialized vocabulary in informational writing (e.g., tessellate, 

parallelogram, butte, carbohydrate). 

 Uses literary and sound devices (e.g., similes, personification, alliteration). 

 

3.2.3  Uses a variety of sentences. 

 Writes a variety of sentence beginnings (e.g., starts with an introductory adverb 

clause: ñIf you want to see an ant up close, you should use a magnifying glass.ò). 

 Writes a variety of sentence lengths. 

 Writes a variety of sentence structures (e.g., ñMy dog enjoys music and howls 

when we listen to certain songs. It makes me laugh. After his song is over, I give 

him a treat.ò). 

 Writes song lyrics with a specific rhythm. 

 

Component 3.3: Knows and applies appropriate grade level writing conventions. W 

 

3.3.1  Uses legible handwriting. 

 Maintains consistency in printing or cursive handwriting (e.g., size, spacing, 

formation, uppercase and lowercase). 
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3.3.2  Spells words appropriate for the grade level accurately. 

 Uses spelling rules and patterns from previous grades. 

 Spells high-frequency words correctly (e.g., people, water). 

 Recognizes and uses grade level appropriate spelling patterns. 

Examples: 

- Affixes (e.g., -en, -in, -on, -an at end of words) 

- Rules such as -ge after long vowel, -dge after short vowel (e.g., rage and edge) 

 Self-corrects spelling errors. 

 Develops a personal spelling list. 

 Uses resources to find correct spelling for words identified as misspelled (e.g., 

electronic spellers, dictionaries, personal dictionaries). 

 

3.3.3  Applies capitalization rules. 

 Uses capitalization rules from previous grades. 

 Capitalizes important words in a title of a book or article (e.g., Martinôs Big 

Words: The Life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.). 

 Capitalizes abbreviations correctly (e.g., Calif. or CA, Mr., Dr.). 

 Uses resources to correct capitalization. 

 

3.3.4  Applies punctuation rules. 

 Uses punctuation rules from previous grades. 

 Uses comma to set off titles or initials (e.g., Dr. Smith, M.D.). 

 Uses comma in complete address (e.g., 12345 67th Ave., Spokane, WA). 

 Uses comma after an introductory phrase (e.g., After the scary movie, she wished 

she had read the book.) or clause (e.g., After she went to the movie, she wanted to 

read the book.). 

 Uses italics, underlining, or quotation marks for titles. 

 Uses colon after greeting in a business letter. 

 Uses hyphen between syllables at line breaks. 

 

3.3.5  Applies usage rules. 

 Applies usage rules from previous grades. 

 Uses single/plural agreement between nouns and modifiers (e.g., one child and 

two children). 

 Uses correct placement of pronouns. 

Correct examples: 

- Juanita and I went to the store. 

- She gave candy to Juanita and me. 

Incorrect examples: 

- Me and Juanita went to the store. 

- She gave candy to me and Juanita. 

- She gave the candy to Juanita and I. 

 Uses among (more than two) vs. between (two). 

 Uses conjunctions logically (e.g., I like dogs, but I am allergic to them.). 

 Uses prepositions correctly (e.g., in the past, from one to another). 
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 Uses collective nouns (e.g., cache, herd). 

 

3.3.6  Uses complete sentences in writing. 

 Does not use comma splices (e.g., They went to the store, they bought groceries.). 

 

3.3.7  Applies paragraph conventions. 

 Uses paragraph conventions (e.g., designated by indentation or block format, 

skipping lines between paragraphs). 

 

3.3.8  Applies conventional forms for citations. 

 Cites sources (e.g., lists titles and authors alphabetically). 

 

EALR 4: The student analyzes and evaluates the effectiveness of written 

work.  

 

Component 4.1: Analyzes and evaluates othersô and own writing. W 

 

4.1.1  Analyzes and evaluates writing using established criteria. 

 Identifies professional authorsô styles and techniques (e.g., word choice, 

introductions, endings, points of view). 

 Critiques a peerôs writing and supports the opinion using established criteria (e.g., 

content, organization, style, conventions). 

 

4.1.2  Analyzes and evaluates own writing using established criteria. 

 Explains strengths and weaknesses of own writing using criteria (e.g., WASL 

rubric and anchor papers, checklists, 6-trait scoring guides). 

 Selects written work for a portfolio and justifies the decision with criteria. 

 Provides evidence that goals have been met (e.g., ñThis piece demonstrates how 

well I now elaborate.ò). 

 

Component 4.2: Sets goals for improvement. W 

 

4.2.1  Evaluates and adjusts writing goals using criteria. 

 Sets goals by comparing own writing to rubric and anchor papers (e.g., WASL 

rubric and anchor papers, writing continuum). 

 Writes reflection about growth in writing and creates an improvement plan (e.g., 

across several pieces of writing or in response to a specific piece of writing). 

 Evaluates own use of writing process and sets goals (e.g., ñWhen I edit, I need to 

use a dictionary to check for spelling.ò ñWhen revising, I need to re-read my 

writing to see if it makes sense.ò). 

 Maintains a written log of goals. 

SUPPORT SKILLS 

4-1 Listens attentively and demonstrates commitment 
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4-2 Responds positively to instruction and advice 

4-3 Is aware of text components (e.g. stories/ chapters, poems/verse, reports/points) 

4-4 Locates material and extracts required information 

4-5 Is familiar with: charts, illustrations, captions and glossaries 

4-6 Closely examines charts and illustrations and recognizes their significance 

4-7 Can quote information that was extracted from a glossary/index 

4-8 Studies for comprehension tests and secures progressive results 

4-9 Becomes adept at recall by memorizing key points and details 

4-10 Responds to instruction in voice modulation, poise and body language 

4-11 Learns to contribute and listen during group discussion 

4-12 Can restate main idea by evidencing theme, recurring events, message & detail 

4-13 Defends inferences by quoting from the texts & comparisons with other books 

4-14 Clearly evidences the distinction between fact and fiction for given text 

4-15 Understands nouns (irregular plurals), pronouns (personal), adjectives (common) 

4-16 Understands verbs (tense) adverbs (how/where) conjunctions (subordinating)  

4-17 Develops vocabulary from assigned reading and weekly spelling tests 

4-18 Uses legible DôNealian cursive writing 

4-19 Can write simple and compound sentences and build these into paragraphs 

4-20 Employs the planning, introduction and main body components of the writing 

program 

4-21 Edits from writing, spelling mistakes, misused words, double negatives, run-on 

sentences 

4-22 Can apply strategies to avoid double negatives 

 

Grade Five ð Language Arts  

CENTRAL SUBJECT: AMERICAN SETTLEMENT 

READING  

In  fifth grade, students broaden and deepen their understanding of informational and literary 

text. Students reflect on their skills and adjust their comprehension and vocabulary strategies to 

become better readers. Students discuss, reflect, and respond, using evidence from text, to a wide 

variety of literary genres and informational text. Students read for pleasure, choosing books 

based on personal preference, topic, genre, theme, or author. 

 

EALR 1: The student understands and uses different skills and 

strategies to read. 
Note: Each grade-level expectation assumes the student is reading grade-

level text. Since reading is a process, some grade-level indicators and 

evidence of learning apply to multiple grade-levels. What changes is the text 

complexity as students move through the grade levels. 
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Component 1.2  Use vocabulary (word meaning) strategies to comprehend text. 

 

1.2.1 Understand and apply dictionary skills and other reference skills. 

 Use dictionaries, thesauruses, and glossaries to find or confirm word meanings, 

pronunciations, syllabication, synonyms, antonyms, parts of speech, and/or clarify 

shades of meaning. 

 Use text evidence to verify dictionary or glossary meaning. 

 

1.2.2 Apply a variety of strategies to comprehend words and ideas in complex text. 

 Use word origins to determine the meaning of unknown words. 

 Use abstract, derived root words, prefixes, and suffixes from Greek and Latin to 

analyze the meaning of complex words (e.g., collide, collision).  

 Use structural analysis and concept-building vocabulary strategies to understand new 

words and concepts in informational/expository text and literary/narrative text. 

 Use prior knowledge, the text, context clues, and graphic features of text to predict, 

clarify, and/or expand word meanings and concepts. 

 Self-correct, re-read, read on, and/or slow down to gain meaning of unknown words 

in informational/expository text and literary/narrative text. 

 

Component 1.3  Build vocabulary through wide reading. 

 

1.3.1 Understand and apply new vocabulary. 

 Integrate new vocabulary from informational/expository text and literary/narrative 

text, including text from a variety of cultures and communities, into written and oral 

communication. 

 

1.3.2 Understand and apply content/academic vocabulary critical to the meaning of 

the text. W  

 Identify and define content area vocabulary critical to the meaning of the text and use 

that knowledge to interpret the text. 

 Identify words that have different meanings in different content areas and determine 

the correct meaning from the context (e.g., property in science and social studies). 

 Select, from multiple choices, the meaning of words necessary to understand content 

area text. 

 Use new vocabulary in oral and written communication. 

 

Component 1.4  Apply word recognition skills and strategies to read fluently. 

 

1.4.2 Apply fluency to enhance comprehension. 

 Read aloud grade-level informational/expository text and literary/narrative text 

accurately, using appropriate pacing, phrasing, and expression. 

 Read aloud unpracticed grade-level text with fluency in a range of 125ï135+ words 

correct per minute. 

 

1.4.3 Apply different reading rates to match text. 



LEARNING OUTCOMES  LANGUAGE ARTS 

January 15, 2010 Language Arts Page 60 of 530 

 Adjust reading rate to match difficulty and type of text and the purposes for reading 

(e.g., skimming for facts, scanning for key words, close/careful reading for 

understanding new or complex ideas). 

 

EALR 2: The student understands the meaning of what is read. 
 

Component 2.1  Demonstrate evidence of reading comprehension. 

 

2.1.3 Apply comprehension monitoring strategies before, during, and after reading: 

determine importance using theme, main idea and supporting details in grade-level 

informational/expository text and/or literary/narrative text . W  

 State the main idea of a passage and provide several text-based details supporting it. 

 State the theme/message and supporting details in culturally relevant literary/narrative 

text.  

 Organize main ideas and supporting details in a graphic organizer to enhance 

comprehension. 

 Select, from multiple choices, a title that best fits the selection and provide details 

from the text to support the choice. 

 Select, from multiple choices, a sentence that best states the theme or main idea of a 

story, poem, or selection. 

 

2.1.4 Apply comprehension monitoring strategies before, during, and after reading: 

use prior knowledge. 

 Connect current issues, previous information and experiences to characters, events, 

and information within and across culturally relevant text(s). 

 Activate prior knowledge about a topic and organize information into a graphic 

organizer to aid in comprehension of text. 

 

2.1.5 Apply comprehension monitoring strategies before, during, and after reading: 

predict and infer  from grade-level text. W  

 Make, confirm, and revise prediction based on prior knowledge and evidence from 

the text. 

 Cite passages from text to confirm or defend predictions and inferences. 

 Select, from multiple choices, a prediction, or inference from literary/narrative text 

(e.g., how a poet or author feels, how a character feels, what a character will do, what 

is likely to  happen next or at the end of the story or poem). 

 Organize information to support a prediction or inference in a graphic organizer. 

 Select, from multiple choices, a prediction or inference that could be made from the 

text.  

 

2.1.6 Apply comprehension monitoring strategies to understand fiction, nonfiction, 

informational text , and task-oriented text: monitor for meaning, create mental 

images, and generate and answer questions. 

 Monitor for meaning by identifying where and why comprehension was lost and use 

comprehension-repair strategies to regain meaning. 



LEARNING OUTCOMES  LANGUAGE ARTS 

January 15, 2010 Language Arts Page 61 of 530 

 Generate and answer questions about the text before, during, and after reading to aid 

comprehension. 

 Use questioning strategies to comprehend text. 

 Draw, write about, or verbally describe the mental images that occur while reading. 

 Organize information in a graphic organizer appropriate to the text and purpose for 

reading to organize information and comprehend text. 

 Use pre-, during, and after-reading tools designed to activate and record prior 

knowledge to understand text (e.g., prediction guides, KWL charts, DRTA). 

 

2.1.7 Apply comprehension monitoring strategies during and after reading: 

summarize grade-level informational/expository text and literary/narrative text . W  

 Create a summary including the main idea and the most important text-based facts, 

details, and/or ideas from informational/expository text (e.g., newspaper or magazine 

articles).  

 Summarize the plot/message in culturally relevant literary/narrative texts. 

 Select, from multiple choices, a sentence that best summarizes the story or selection. 

 Organize information using a graphic organizer appropriate for summarizing 

informational/expository text and literary/narrative text. 

 

Component 2.2  Understand and apply knowledge of text components to 

comprehend text. 

 

2.2.1 Apply understanding of time, order, and/or sequence to comprehend text. W  

 Explain the use of flashbacks to convey meaning in literary/narrative text. 

 Explain the use of steps in a process to convey meaning in an information text (e.g., 

how a bill becomes law, stages in the colonization of early America). 

 

2.2.2 Apply understanding of printed and electronic text features to locate 

information and comprehend text. W  

 Locate information using grade-level appropriate text features.  

 Interpret and draw conclusions from grade-level appropriate text features such as 

maps, charts, tables, and graphs, etc. (e.g., given a table of precipitation and 

temperatures across the country, draw a conclusion about which cities would receive 

snow). 

 Use organizational features and electronic sources (such as headings and numberings, 

CD-ROM, internet, pull-down menus, key word searches, and icons) to access 

information. 

 Select, from multiple choices, the purpose of a specific text feature and/or 

information learned from a text feature. 

 

2.2.3 Understand and analyze story elements. W  

 Use knowledge of the situation, charactersô actions, motivations, feelings, and 

physical attributes to determine charactersô traits. 

 Identify the major actions that define the plot and how actions lead to conflict or 

resolution. 
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 Explain the influence of setting on character and plot. 

 Identify the narrator and explain which point of view is used in the text.  

 Explain how a story would change if a different character narrated it. 

 Identify the stated theme/message in text and support with evidence from the text. 

 Identify common recurring themes/messages in books by the same author. 

 Select, from multiple choices, words or selections that best describe specific story 

elements from the story, selection, or poem (e.g., character, setting, conflict). 

 

2.2.4 Apply understanding of text organizational structures. 

 Recognize and use previously learned text organizational structures (simple listing, 

sequential order, description, compare and contrast, chronological order) to aid 

comprehension. 

 Identify and use text written in the text organizational structures of cause and effect 

and order of importance to find and organize information and comprehend text. 

 Differentiate between text organizational structures of informational/expository text 

and   literary/narrative text. 

 

Component 2.3  Expand comprehension by analyzing, interpreting, and 

synthesizing information and ideas in literary and informational text. 

 

2.3.1 Analyze informational/expository text and literary/narrative text  for 

similarities and differences and cause and effect relationships. W  

 Find similarities and differences within and between texts using text-based evidence 

(e.g., facts and opinion in newspaper vs. poetry; authorsô points of view in different 

works). 

 Identify and interpret cause and effect relationships within a text using evidence from 

the text (e.g., how the transcontinental railroad influenced the development of the 

West). 

 Select, from multiple choices, a sentence that tells how two text elements are alike or 

different (e.g., character, setting, information). 

 Select, from multiple choices, a sentence that explains or describes cause and effect 

relationships (e.g., what caused something to happen, what was the result of an 

action). 

 

2.3.2 Analyze sources for information appropriate to a specific topic or for a specific 

purpose. 

 Select appropriate resources such as an atlas, newspaper, magazine, memos, 

directories, and/or schedules, to locate information on a specific topic or for a specific 

purpose. 

 Sort information gathered from various sources by topic and judge the utility of the 

information for a specific purpose. 

 

2.3.3 Understand a function (which makes the story more interesting) of literary 

devices. W  
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 Recognize previously learned literary devices and explain how they make the story 

more interesting. 

 Identify literary/narrative devices such as imagery, exaggeration, and dialogue and 

explain how they make the story more interesting. 

 

Component 2.4  Think critically and analyze authorôs use of language, style, 

purpose, and perspective in informational and literary text. 

 

2.4.1 Apply the skills of drawing conclusions, providing a response, and expressing 

insights about informational/expository text and literary/narrative text. W  

 Select, from multiple choices, a statement that best represents the most important 

conclusion that may be drawn from the selection. 

 

2.4.2 Analyze an authorôs style of writing, including language choice, achieves the 

authorôs purpose and influences an audience. W  

 Identify and explain the authorôs purpose (e.g., entertain, inform, explain, persuade). 

 Identify and explain how authorôs use of word choice, sentence structure and length, 

and/or literary devices influences an audience. 

 

2.4.3 Analyze text for fact and opinion. W  

 Distinguish between fact and opinion and provide supporting evidence from the text. 

 Select, from multiple choices, a statement that is a fact or an opinion. 

 

2.4.4 Analyze the authorôs effectiveness for different audiences. W  

 Identify the authorôs target audience(s) and cite examples of details and/or arguments 
that appeal to that audience. 

 Interpret the authorôs tone and support the answer with text-based evidence. 

 Cite and explain examples of authorôs use of persuasive devices and propaganda 
techniques (e.g., bandwagon, peer pressure, repetition, testimonials/endorsements). 

 

2.4.5 Understand how to extend information beyond the text to another text or to a 

broader idea or concept by generalizing. 

 Generalize after reading multiple texts (e.g., how characters show bravery or misuse 

power). 

 Explain how information in a text could be used to solve a problem and cite text-

based examples (e.g., use information from an article about when fruits and 

vegetables are in season to save money at the grocery store). 

 

2.4.6 Understand ideas and concepts in multiple texts. W  

 Explain an idea and/or concept, which occur in multiple texts (e.g., bravery, misused 

power). 

 

2.4.7 Understand authorôs perspective. 
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 Recognize authorôs perspective (e.g., opinion about an idea, stand on an issue, 

perspective on a topic) and cite supporting literary/narrative text details or 

information text facts. 

 

EALR  3: The student reads different materials for a variety of 

purposes. 
 

Component 3.1  Read to learn new information.  

 

3.1.1 Analyze appropriateness of a variety of resources and use them to perform a 

specific task or investigate a topic. 

 Locate, select, and use a variety of library and Internet materials appropriate to a task 

or best suited to investigate a topic. 

 Follow multi-step written directions (e.g., explain the process for becoming a U.S. 

citizen, follow a recipe, build a model, complete a project). 

 

Component 3.2  Read to perform a task. 

 

3.2.2 Apply understanding of a variety of functional documents. 

 Locate and use functional documents (e.g., informational/expository posters, 

advertisements, brochures).  

 

Component 3.4  Read for literary experience in a variety of genres. 

 

3.4.2 Understand and analyze a variety of literary/narrative genres. 

 Examine and explain the characteristics of genres.  

 Respond to literature written in a variety of genres based on given criteria (e.g., 

compare and contrast literary/narrative elements in texts written in different genres).  

 

3.4.3 Analyze literature from a variety of cultures or historical periods for 

relationships and recurring themes. 

 Identify similarities and differences within and among multiple cultures or historical 

periods citing text-based evidence (e.g., laws in different cultures or historical 

periods). 

 Identify and discuss recurring themes in literature (e.g., friendship, conflict). 

 

EALR 4: The student sets goals and evaluates progress to improve 

reading. 
 

Component 4.1 Assess reading strengths and need for improvement. 

 

4.1.2 Evaluate reading progress and apply strategies for setting grade-level 

appropriate reading goals. 

 Set reading goals and create a plan to meet those goals. 
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 Monitor progress toward implementing the plan, making adjustments and corrections 

as needed. 

 

Component 4.2  Develop interests and share reading experiences. 

 

4.2.1 Evaluate books and authors to share common literary experiences. 

 Recommend books to others and explain the reason for the recommendation. 

 Discuss common reading selections and experiences with others. 

WRITING 

In fifth grade, students have developed a strong personal voice in their writing. This is 

demonstrated by the way they sometimes inject humor into their narratives and how they 

add emphasis or opinion into informational and persuasive writing. Students use precise, 

specialized vocabulary appropriately in content-area writing. They experiment with 

sentence length and complex sentence structures and vary leads and endings. 

Collaborative writing efforts are taken seriously, often with assigned responsibilities and 

checklists. Scoring guides, often student-initiated, provide criteria for critiquing their 

own work and that of others. These guides are often detailed, addressing content, 

organization, style, and conventions. 

 

EALR 1: The student understands and uses a writing process. 
 

Component 1.1: Prewrites to generate ideas and plan writing. W 

 

1.1.1 Applies more than one strategy for generating ideas and planning writing. 

 Generates ideas prior to organizing them and adjusts prewriting strategies accordingly 

(e.g., brainstorms a list, selects relevant ideas/details to include in piece of writing, 

uses a story board). 

 Gathers information from a range of sources, formulates questions, and uses an 

organizer (e.g., electronic graphic organizer, chart) to analyze and/or synthesize to 

plan writing. 

 

Note: The reading aloud of well written, language-rich multicultural literature is an 

ongoing practice throughout all grades. It not only stimulates ideas, but it also 

provides 

students with examples of exemplary writing. 
 

Component 1.2: Produces draft(s). W 

 

1.2.1 Produces multiple drafts. 

 Refers to a prewriting plan. 

 Drafts by hand and/or electronically. 

 Rereads text and continues drafting over time. 

 Rereads text, puts it away, and returns to it later. 
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Component 1.3: Revises to improve text. W 

 

1.3.1 Revises text, including changing words, sentences, paragraphs, and ideas. 

 Rereads work several times and has a different focus for each reading (e.g., first 

reading ð adding details for elaboration; second reading ð deleting sentences or 

phrases to achieve paragraph unity; third reading ð reorganizing ideas for meaning). 

 Records feedback using writing group procedure (e.g., partner underlines telling 

sentences, such as ñI had fun,ò and writer changes to show detail, ñI squealed as the 

roller coaster sped around a corner.ò). 

 Makes decisions about writing based on feedback (e.g., revision before final draft). 

 Uses multiple resources to identify needed changes (e.g., writing guide, peer, adult, 

computer, thesaurus). 

 

Component 1.4: Edits text. W 

 

1.4.1 Applies understanding of editing appropriate for grade level (see 3.3). 

 Identifies and corrects errors in grade level conventions. 

 Uses multiple resources regularly (e.g., dictionary, peer, adult, available technology, 

writing guide). 

 Proofreads final draft for errors. 

 

Component 1.5: Publishes text to share with audience. W 

 

1.5.1 Publishes in more than one format for specific audiences and purposes. 

 Publishes using a variety of publishing options (e.g., book, poster). 

 Publishes multipage pieces and attends to format, graphics, illustrations, and other 

text features (e.g., captioned photos, maps). 

 Publishes for a wide range of purposes, in different forms and formats. 

 Uses a variety of available technology as part of publication (e.g., slide show, 

overhead projector, publication software). 

 

Component 1.6: Adjusts writing process as necessary. W 

 

1.6.1 Applies understanding of the recursive nature of writing process. 

 Revises at any stage of process. 

 Edits as needed at any stage. 

 

1.6.2 Uses collaborative skills to adapt writing process. 

 Contributes to different parts of writing process when working on a class poetry book 

(e.g., individuals draft poem; group plans format together; individuals submit word 

processed poems; team edits; class publishes). 

 

1.6.3 Uses knowledge of time constraints to adjust writing process. 

 Works on one draft over several days or weeks adjusting work to fit the time frame. 

 Allots amount of time for each stage of writing process for on-demand writing. 
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 Adjusts the number of drafts for on demand tasks. 

 

EALR 2: The student writes in a variety of forms for different 

audiences and purposes. 
 

Component 2.1: Adapts writing for a variety of audiences. W 

 

2.1.1 Applies understanding of multiple and varied audiences to write effectively. 

 Identifies an intended audience. 

 Identifies and includes information a diverse audience needs to know (e.g., explains 

prior events, makes no assumptions about audienceôs prior knowledge, such as 

defining an ollie in skateboarding). 

 Anticipates readersô questions and writes accordingly. 

 

Component 2.2: Writes for different purposes. W 

 

2.2.1 Demonstrates understanding of different purposes for writing. 

 Writes to analyze informational text or data (e.g., explains the steps of a scientific 

investigation). 

 Writes to learn (e.g., math learning logs, reflections, double-entry logs, 

steps/strategies used to solve math problems), to tell a story, to explain, and to 

persuade. 

 Writes for more than one purpose using the same form (e.g., a letter used to explain, 

to request, or to persuade). 

 Includes more than one mode within a piece to address purpose (e.g., descriptive 

details or narrative anecdote within an explanation). 

 

Component 2.3: Writes in a variety of forms/genres. W 

 

2.3.1 Uses a variety of forms/genres. 

 Includes more than one form/genre in a single piece (e.g., a report about salmon that 

includes a poem, fact box, and story). 

 Maintains a log or portfolio to track variety of forms/genres used. 

 Produces a variety of new forms/genres. 

 Examples: 

 - interviews 

 - autobiographies 

 - business letters 

 - expository essays 

 - persuasive advertisements 

 - field observation notes 

 - book reviews 

 - rhyming couplets 

 - raps 
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Note: Forms are suggestions only. The list is not exhaustive nor are any forms 

repeated in later grades after being introduced. However, all students may continue 

to use appropriate forms/genres throughout all grades regardless of where a form is 

listed in the Grade Level Expectations. 

 

Component 2.4: Writes for career applications. W 

 

2.4.1 Produces documents used in a career setting. 

 Collaborates with peers on writing projects (e.g., social studies reports, science lab 

reports). 

 Writes in forms associated with specific tasks or careers (e.g., fund-raising receipts, 

student council applications, data collection forms). 

 

EALR  3: The student writes clearly and effectively. 
 

Component 3.1: Develops ideas and organizes writing. W 

 

3.1.1 Analyzes ideas, selects a narrow topic, and elaborates using specific details 

and/or examples. 

 Narrows topic with controlling idea (e.g., from general topic, such as baseball, to 

specific topic, such as ñThe Mariners are my favorite baseball team.ò). 

 Selects details relevant to the topic to extend ideas and develop elaboration (e.g., 

specific words and phrases, reasons, anecdotes, facts, descriptions, examples). 

 Uses personal experiences, observations, and research to support opinions and ideas 

(e.g., data relevant to the topic to support conclusions in math, science, or social 

studies; appropriate anecdotes to explain or persuade). 

 Varies method of developing character (e.g., dialogue) and setting (e.g., through the 

eyes of a character) in narratives. 

 

Note: Well written, language-rich text as models should include a multicultural 

perspective and be read aloud to students throughout all grade levels. 
 

3.1.2 Uses an effective organizational structure. 

 Writes in a logically organized progression of unified paragraphs. 

 Develops an interesting introduction in expository writing (e.g., leads with the five 

Wôs, an interesting fact). 

 Develops an effective ending that goes beyond a repetition of the introduction (e.g., 

summary, prediction). 

 Varies leads and endings in narratives. 

 Sequences ideas and uses transitional words and phrases to link events, reasons, facts, 

and opinions within and between paragraphs (e.g., order of importance ð least, 

most). 

 Organizes clearly: 

- comparisons (e.g., point-by-point) 

 - explanations (e.g., save most important point for last) 
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 - persuasion (e.g., if-then) 

 - narratives (e.g., problem-solution-outcome) 

 

Component 3.2: Uses appropriate style. W 

 

3.2.1 Applies understanding that different audiences and purposes affect writerôs 

voice. 

 Writes with a clearly defined voice appropriate to audience (e.g., informal versus 

formal voice). 

 Writes in appropriate and consistent voice in narrative, informational, and persuasive 

writing (e.g., a ñhow toò paper vs. a persuasive piece). 

 

Note: Read-alouds should include a multicultural perspective and be continued 

throughout all grade levels. 

 

3.2.2 Uses language appropriate for a specific audience and purpose. 

 Uses precise language (e.g., powerful verbs, specific descriptors). 

 Uses formal, informal, and specialized language (e.g., photosynthesis, ratio, 

expedition) appropriate for audience and purpose. 

 Uses literary and sound devices (e.g., similes, personification, rhythm). 

 Selects words for effect. 

 

3.2.3 Uses a variety of sentences. 

 Writes a variety of sentence lengths. 

 Writes a variety of sentence beginnings (e.g., starts with a participial phrase: 

ñLaughing loudly, they walked down the hall.ò). 

 Writes a variety of sentence structures (e.g., ñTran, busy with his homework, didnôt 
hear the telephone at first.  Although he wanted to keep working, Tran took the call. 

He kept it short.ò). 

 Writes with a rhythm pattern. 

 

Note: Read-alouds should include a multicultural perspective and be continued 

throughout all grade levels. 

 

Component 3.3: Knows and applies writing conventions appropriate for the grade 

level. W 

 

3.3.1 Uses legible handwriting. 

 Maintains consistency in printing or cursive handwriting (e.g., size, spacing, 

formation, uppercase and lowercase). 

 

Note: In the Grade Level Expectations 3.3.1 through 3.3.8, skills generally are not 

repeated and build each year on preceding yearsô skills. Because these skills are 

learned and practiced as writing becomes more sophisticated, attention should be 

paid to skills in more than one year. 
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3.3.2 Spells words appropriate for the grade level accurately. 

 Uses spelling rules and patterns from previous grades. 

 Spells high-frequency words correctly. 

 Uses multiple strategies to spell. 

 Examples: 

 - Visual patterns (e.g., -ion endings) 

 - Sound patterns (e.g., easily confused endings -able / -ible, -ant /-ent) 

 - Affixes (e.g., pre-, in-, un-, -ed, -ing, -graph) 

 - Rules (e.g., ñiò before ñeò rule) 

 Self-corrects spelling errors. 

 Develops a personal spelling list. 

 Uses resources to find correct spelling for words identified as misspelled. 

 

3.3.3 Applies capitalization rules. 

 Uses capitalization rules from previous grades. 

 Capitalizes brand names (e.g., Nike). 

 Capitalizes geographic regions (e.g., the West). 

 Uses resources to correct capitalization. 

 

3.3.4 Applies punctuation rules. 

 Uses punctuation rules from previous grades. 

 Uses periods in abbreviations (e.g., pg., ft.). 

 Uses commas to set off interjections (e.g., Okay, if you say so.) or explanatory 

phrases (e.g., They stood together, away from the pile of stones in the corner, and 

their voices were quiet.). 

 Uses comma after date or address within text (e.g., June 1, 1993, was an important 

day in my life.). 

 Uses quotation marks in dialogue correctly (e.g., ñHowôs it going?ò the boy asked.). 

 Uses hyphen in numbers (e.g., twenty-three). 

 Uses hyphen to join numbers (e.g., pages 1-3, The Mariners won, 17-6.). 

 Uses ellipsis ( . . . ) correctly: 

- to show omitted words 

 - to show a pause 

 Uses semicolon correctly between two independent clauses. 

 Uses resources to check punctuation. 

 

3.3.5 Applies usage rules. 

 Applies usage rules from previous grades. 

 Uses subject vs. object pronouns correctly (e.g., I vs. me). 

 Uses resources to check usage. 

 

3.3.6 Uses complete sentences in writing. 

 May use fragments in dialogue as appropriate. 
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3.3.7 Applies paragraph conventions. 

 Uses paragraph conventions (e.g., designated by indentation or block format, skipping 

lines between paragraphs). 

 Uses new paragraphs to change speakers in dialogue. 

 

3.3.8 Applies conventional forms for citations. 

 Cites sources in research using a bibliographic format. 

 

EALR 4: The student analyzes and evaluates the effectiveness of written 

work.  
 

Component 4.1: Analyzes and evaluates othersô and own writing. W 

 

4.1.1 Analyzes and evaluates writing using established criteria. 

 Identifies professional authorsô styles and techniques (e.g., leads, conclusions, word 

choice, purpose, character, and plot development). 

 Critiques peersô writing and supports the opinion using established criteria (e.g., 
content, organization, style, conventions). 

 Explains accuracy of content and vocabulary for specific curricular areas (e.g., in 

science ð looking for conclusions drawn from data). 

 

4.1.2 Analyzes and evaluates own writing using established criteria. 

 Explains strengths and weaknesses of own writing using criteria (e.g., WASL rubric 

and anchor papers, checklists, 6-trait scoring guides). 

 Uses criteria to choose and defend choices for a writing portfolio. 

 Provides evidence that goals have been met (e.g., ñMy sentence fluency has improved 
because I now vary the beginnings of my sentences.ò). 

 

Component 4.2: Sets goals for improvement. W 

 

4.2.1 Evaluates and adjusts writing goals using criteria. 

 Writes reflection about growth in writing and creates an improvement plan (e.g., ñMy 
introductions are getting better, but I need to learn about different kinds of 

conclusions.ò). 

 Evaluates own use of writing process and sets goals (e.g., ñAfter I brainstorm, I need 
to organize my ideas so my writing flows in a logical order.ò). 

 Maintains a written log of goals. 

SUPPORT SKILLS 

5-1 Listens attentively and demonstrates effort and commitment 

5-2 Responds positively to instruction and advice 

5-3 Can locate a range of varied material (scientific, historical, novels, fiction, non-

fiction) 

5-4 Adapts for reading development: Readersô Theatre, skits, songs, etc. 



LEARNING OUTCOMES  LANGUAGE ARTS 

January 15, 2010 Language Arts Page 72 of 530 

5-5 Can quote from texts, evidencing facts, sequences and details 

5-6 Scores well on weekly reading comprehension texts 

5-7 Creates, independently or in groups, adaptations from reading (plays, skits & 

songs) 

5-8 Becomes adept at recall by memorizing key points and details 

5-9 Adjusts reading speed, voice modulation and volume to suit different audiences 

5-10 Learns to contribute and listen during group discussion 

5-11 Reads the Lesson to daily chapel with understanding 

5-12 Improves sentence writing (avoiding run-ons, fragmentation) 

5-13 Can develop sentences into descriptive and narrative paragraphs 

5-14 Employs nouns (concrete/abstract) pronouns (subject/object) adjectives 

(demonstrative) 

5-15 Understands verbs (linking) adverbs (when) conjunctions (correlative) 

5-16 Develops skills in note-taking and bibliography assembly 

5-17 Develops vocabulary from assigned reading and weekly spelling tests 

5-18 Skillfully writes, neatly and legibly, stories and reports 

5-19 Responds critically to texts and authors, evidences opinion & suggests 

alternatives 

5-20 Masters different components (stories ï conclusion, letter ï salutation) 

5-21 Plans, researches, drafts, edits and final drafts in writing 

 

Grade Six ð Language Arts  

CENTRAL SUBJECT: RIVERS  

READING  

In  sixth grade, students are aware of the author's craft. They are able to adjust their purpose, 

pace and strategies according to difficulty and/or type of text. Students continue to reflect on 

their skills and adjust their comprehension and vocabulary strategies to become better readers. 

Students discuss, reflect, and respond, using evidence from text, to a wide variety of literary 

genres and informational text. Students read for pleasure and choose books based on personal 

preference, topic, genre, theme, or author. 

 

EALR 1: The student understands and uses different skills and 

strategies to read. 
Note: Each grade-level expectation assumes the student is reading grade-level 

text. Since reading is a process, some grade-level indicators and evidence of 

learning apply to multiple grade-levels. What changes is the text complexity as 

students move through the grade levels. 

 

Component 1.2 Use vocabulary (word meaning) strategies to comprehend text. 
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1.2.1 Understand and apply dictionary skills and other reference skills. 

 Use dictionaries, thesauruses, and glossaries to find or confirm word meanings, 

pronunciations, syllabication, synonyms, antonyms, parts of speech, and/or clarify 

shades of meaning. 

 Use text evidence to verify meaning from reference source. 

 

1.2.2 Apply a variety of strategies to comprehend words and ideas in complex text. 

 Use word origins to determine the meaning of unknown words. 

 Use abstract, derived root words, prefixes, and suffixes from Greek and Latin to 

analyze the meaning of complex words (e.g., process, procession).  

 Use structural analysis and concept-building vocabulary strategies to understand new 

words and concepts in informational/expository text and literary/narrative text. 

 Use prior knowledge, the text, context clues, and graphic features of text to predict, 

clarify, and/or expand word meanings and concepts. 

 Self-correct, re-read, read on, and/or slow down to gain meaning of unknown words 

in informational/expository text and literary/narrative text. 

 

Component 1.3 Build vocabulary through wide reading. 

 

1.3.1 Understand and apply new vocabulary. 

 Integrate new vocabulary from informational/expository text and literary/narrative 

text (including text from a variety of cultures and communities) into written and oral 

communication. 

 

1.3.2 Understand and apply content/academic vocabulary critical to the meaning of 

text. W  

 Identify and define content area vocabulary critical to the meaning of the text and use 

that knowledge to interpret the text. 

 Identify words that have different meanings in different content areas and determine 

the correct meaning from the context (e.g., property in science or social studies). 

 Select, from multiple choices, the meaning of words or phrases identified in the text. 

 Use new vocabulary in oral and written communication. 

 

Component 1.4   Apply word recognition skills and strategies to read fluently. 

 

1.4.2 Apply fluency to enhance comprehension. 

 Read aloud grade-level informational/expository text and literary/narrative text 

accurately, using appropriate pacing, phrasing, and expression. 

 Read aloud unpracticed grade-level text with fluency in a range of 145-155+ words 

correct per minute. 

 

1.4.3 Apply different reading rates to match text. 

 Adjust reading rate by speeding up or slowing down based on purpose (e.g., pleasure, 

informational reading, task-oriented reading), text level of difficulty, form, and style. 
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EALR 2: The student understands the meaning of what is read. 
 

Component 2:1  Demonstrate evidence of reading comprehension. 

 

2.1.3 Apply comprehension monitoring strategies during and after reading: 

determine importance using theme, main idea, and supporting details in grade-level 

informational /expository text and/or literary /narrative text. W  

 State both literal and/or inferred main ideas and provide supporting text-based details. 

 State the theme/message and supporting details in culturally relevant literary/narrative 

text. 

 Choose, from multiple choices, a title that best fits the selection and provide details 

from the text to support the choice. 

 Select, from multiple choices, a sentence that best states the theme or main idea of a 

story, poem, or selection.  

 Organize theme, main idea and supporting details into a self-created graphic 

organizer to enhance comprehension of text. 

 

2.1.4 Apply comprehension monitoring strategies before, during, and after reading: 

use prior know ledge.  

 Connect current issues, previous information and experiences to characters, events, 

and information within and across culturally relevant text(s). 

 Activate prior knowledge about a topic and organize information into a graphic 

organizer to aid in comprehension of text. 

 

2.1.5 Apply comprehension monitoring strategies before, during, and after reading: 

predict and infer . W  

 Make, confirm, and revise prediction based on prior knowledge and evidence from 

the text. 

 Cite passages from text to confirm or defend predictions and inferences. 

 Select, from multiple choices, a prediction or inference that could be made from the 

text (e.g., what the character will do next, what will happen to a character because of 

an event, what will happen because of an action). 

 Organize information to support a prediction or inference in a self-created graphic 

organizer to enhance comprehension of text. 

 

2.1.6 Apply comprehension monitoring strategies to understand fiction, nonfiction, 

informational , and task-oriented text: monitor for meaning, create mental images, 

and generate and answer questions. 

 Monitor for meaning by identifying where and why comprehension was lost and use 

comprehension-repair strategies to regain meaning. 

 Generate and answer questions about the text before, during, and after reading to aid 

comprehension. 

 Use questioning strategies to comprehend text. 

 Organize images and information into a self-created graphic organizer to enhance 

comprehension of text. 
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 Use pre-, during, and after-reading tools designed to activate and record prior 

knowledge to understand text (e.g., semantic mapping, anticipation guide). 

 

2.1.7 Apply comprehension monitoring strategies during and after reading: 

summarize grade-level informational/expository text and literary /narrative text. W  

 Create a summary including the main idea and the most important text-based facts, 

details, and/or ideas from informational/expository text. 

 Summarize the plot/message in culturally relevant literary/narrative text.  

 Select, from multiple choices, a sentence that best summarizes the story or selection. 

 Organize summary information for informational/expository text and/or 

literary/narrative text into a self-created graphic organizer to enhance text 

comprehension. 

 

Component 2.2  Understand and apply knowledge of text components to 

comprehend text. 

 

2.2.1 Apply understanding of time, order, and/or sequence to aid comprehension of 

text. 

 Explain the use of foreshadowing to convey meaning in literary/narrative text. 

 Explain the use of steps in a process to convey meaning in an 

informational/expository text (e.g., how to make pottery, steps in the oil refinery 

process). 

 

2.2.2 Apply understanding of printed and electronic text features to locate 

information and comprehend text. W  

 Locate information using grade-level appropriate text features.  

 Interpret and draw conclusions from grade-level appropriate text features such as 

maps, charts, tables, and graphs, etc. (e.g., given a map of the world, draw a 

conclusion about why early civilizations thrived where they did). 

 Use organizational features and electronic sources (such as headings and numberings, 

CD-ROM, internet, pull-down menus, key word searches, and icons) to access 

information. 

 Select, from multiple choices, the purpose of a specific text feature and/or 

information learned from a text feature. 

 Explain how specific text features help you understand a selection (e.g., how a 

chapter heading helps you think about the chapter, how boldface or italics signals a 

new term that can be found in the glossary).  

 

2.2.3 Understand and analyze story elements. W  

 Use multiple sources of information from the text (e.g., characterôs own 
thoughts/words, what others say about the character, and how others react to the 

character) to describe how a character changes over time or how the characterôs 

action might contribute to the problem. 

 Identify the major actions that define the plot and how actions lead to conflict or 

resolution. 
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 Explain the influence of setting on character and plot. 

 Identify the point of view used (first, third, or omniscient point of view) in a story. 

 Compare and contrast the same conflict from the point of view of two different 

characters. 

 Identify the stated themes in text and support with evidence from the text. 

 Identify common recurring themes in books by the same or different authors and 

support with evidence from the text. 

 Select, from multiple choices, words or sentences that best describe specific story 

elements from the story, selection, or poem (e.g., character, setting, conflict). 

 

2.2.4 Apply understanding of text organizational structures. 

 Recognize and use previously taught text organizational structures (simple listing, 

sequential order, description, comparison and contrast, chronological order, cause 

and effect, and order of importance) to aid comprehension. 

 Recognize and use text written in the text organizational structures of 

process/procedural to find and organize information and comprehend text. 

 

Component 2.3  Expand comprehension by analyzing, interpreting, and 

synthesizing information and ideas in literary and informational text . 

 

2.3.1 Analyze informational/expository text and literary/narrative text  for 

similarities and differences and cause and effect relationships. W  

 Find similarities and differences within and between texts using text-based evidence 

(e.g., characterôs point of view in poetry and narrative; the authorôs feelings and the 

poetôs feelings; cultural perspectives in a magazine article and an editorial). 

 Select, from multiple choices, a sentence that tells how two text elements are alike or 

different (e.g., character, setting, information). 

 Interpret cause and effect relationships within a informational/expository text or 

literary/narrative text using evidence from the text (e.g., how the time period [setting] 

of a novel determines a characterôs behavior, how a situation affected a character, 

what events either caused or resulted from a problem, or how one situation 

determines another such as the flow of the Nile dictating early life in Egypt). 

 Select, from multiple choices, a sentence that explains or describes cause and effect 

relationships (e.g., what caused something to happen, what was the result of an 

action). 

 

2.3.2 Analyze sources for information appropriate to a specific topic or for a specific 

purpose. 

 Select appropriate resources such as an atlas, newspaper, magazine, memo, directory, 

or schedule to locate information on a specific topic or for a specific purpose. 

 Sort information gathered from various sources by topic and decide on the utility of 

the information for a specific purpose. 

 

2.3.3 Understand the functions (to make the story more interesting and convey a 

message) of literary devices. W  
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 Recognize previously taught literary devices (simile, personification, humor, 

metaphor, idiom, imagery, exaggeration, and dialogue) and explain how they make 

the story more interesting and/or convey a message. 

 Identify literary devices such as irony and sarcasm and explain how they make the 

story more interesting and/or convey a message. 

 Select, from multiple choices, a sentence from the story/poem/selection that is an 

example of a specific literary device. 

 

Component 2.4  Think critically and analyze authorôs use of language, style, 

purpose, and perspective in literary and informational text.  

 

2.4.1 Apply the skills of drawing conclusions, providing a response, and expressing 

insights about informational/expository text and literary/narrative  text. W  

 Draw a conclusion from grade-level text (e.g., what is the most important idea the 

author is trying to make in the story/poem/selection, how the selection might be 

useful to someone who wanted to do something related) and provide details to 

support the answer. 

 Select, from multiple choices, a statement that best represents the most important 

conclusion that may be drawn from the selection.  

 

2.4.2 Analyze an authorôs style of writing, including language choice, to achieve the 

authorôs purpose and influence an audience. W  

 Identify and explain the authorôs purpose.  

 Explain how authorôs use of word choice, sentence structure and length, and/or 

literary devices contributes to imagery, suggests a mood, or otherwise influences an 

audience. 

 

2.4.3 Understand how to verify content validity. W  

 Identify and explain when an author uses opinion to make a point. 

 Verify facts by checking sources for date of publication, bias, and accuracy. 

 

2.4.4 Analyze the effectiveness of the authorôs tone and use of persuasive devices for 

a target audience. W  

 Determine the authorôs target audience(s) and cite examples of details, facts, and/or 
arguments that appeal to that audience. 

 Interpret the authorôs tone and support the answer with text-based evidence. 

 Describe the intended effects of persuasive devices and propaganda techniques. 

 

2.4.5 Understand how to generalize/extend information beyond the text to another 

text or to a broader idea or concept. W  

 Generalize about common themes, conflicts, and situations after reading multiple 

texts. 

 Explain how information in a text could be used to understand a similar situation or 

concept in another text and cite text-based examples (e.g., historical fiction about 

Egypt helps understand the role of the pharaohs). 
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2.4.6 Analyze ideas and concepts in multiple texts. W  

 Find the similarities and differences in how an idea or concept is expressed in 

multiple texts. 

 Compare the feeling of the authors and/or character as expressed in multiple texts. 

 Select, from multiple choices, a sentence that tells how two pieces of information are 

alike or different. 

 

2.4.7 Analyze the reasoning and ideas underlying an authorôs perspective, beliefs, 

and assumptions. W  

 Determine authorôs perspective (e.g., opinion about an idea, stand on an issue, 
perspective on a topic) and cite supporting informational/expository text and 

literary/narrative text details or facts. 

 Infer and explain the authorôs beliefs and assumptions, citing text-based reasons for 

choice (e.g., describe an authorôs background and beliefs and explain how they 

influence the authorôs perspective). 

 Select, from multiple choices, a sentence that describes the authorôs or characterôs 
reasoning or problem with the reasoning. 

 

EALR 3: The student reads different materials for a variety of 

purposes. 
 

Component 3.1  Read to learn new information.  

 

3.1.1 Analyze appropriateness of a variety of resources and use them to perform a 

specific task or investigate a topic. 

 Locate, select, and use a variety of library, web-based, and Internet materials 

appropriate to the task or best suited to investigate the topic. 

 Use information from various sources to investigate a topic (e.g., read newspaper 

want ads, websites, catalogs, yellow pages to decide which products or services to 

buy). 

 Follow multi-step written directions (e.g., read a manual, complete a project or 

assignment). 

 

Component 3.2  Read to perform a task. 

 

3.2.2 Apply understanding of a variety of functional documents. 

 Locate and use functional documents (e.g., newspapers, magazines, schedules, 

promotional materials).  

 

Component 3.4  Read for literary experience in a variety of genres. 

 

3.4.2 Understand and analyze a variety of literary genres. 

 Examine and explain various sub-genres of literary fiction based upon their 

characteristics.  
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 Respond to literature written in a variety of genres based on given criteria (e.g., 

compare and contrast story elements in texts written in different genres).  

 

3.4.3 Analyze literature from a variety of cultures or historical periods for 

relationships and recurring themes. 

 Explain similarities and differences within and among multiple cultures or historical 

periods citing text-based evidence (e.g., marriage customs or family vs. community 

responsibilities). 

 Identify and discuss recurring themes in literature (e.g., identity, struggle). 

 

EALR 4: The student sets goals and evaluates progress to improve 

reading. 
 

Component 4.1  Assess reading strengths and need for improvement. 

 

4.1.2 Evaluate reading progress and apply strategies for setting grade-level 

appropriate reading goals. 

 Set reading goals and create a plan to meet those goals. 

 Monitor progress toward implementing the plan, making adjustments and corrections 

as needed. 

 

Component 4.2  Develop interests and share reading experiences. 

 

4.2.1 Evaluate books and authors to share common literary experiences. 

 Recommend books to others and explain the reason for the recommendation. 

 Discuss common reading selections and experiences with others. 

WRITING 

In sixth grade, students approach writing with purpose and maintain their focus. They 

use form, content, technique, and conventions flexibly to meet their own purposes or 

assignment requirements. Competence is evident in skills of paragraphing, summarizing, 

and synthesizing in exposition, persuasion, and content-area writing, whereas fiction 

writing reflects an awareness of its role to entertain, explore human relationships, and 

persuade. Students work toward precision in spelling in all writing and evaluate honestly 

both their own work and the work of others, making a concerted effort to improve weak 

traits. Students consider writing to be an important and effective tool for furthering their 

own learning. 

 

EALR 1: Th e student understands and uses a writing process. 
 

Component 1.1: Prewrites to generate ideas and plan writing. W 

 

1.1.1 Applies more than one strategy for generating ideas and planning writing. 
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 Generates ideas prior to organizing them and adjusts prewriting strategies accordingly 

(e.g., brainstorms a list, selects relevant ideas/details to include in piece of writing). 

 Maintains a journal or an electronic log to collect and explore ideas; records 

observations, dialogue, and/or description for later use as a basis for informational or 

literary writing. 

 Uses a variety of prewriting strategies (e.g., story mapping, listing, webbing, jotting, 

outlining, free writing, brainstorming). 

 Gathers information from a range of resources and uses an organizer to analyze, 

synthesize, and/or evaluate information to plan writing. 

 

Note: The reading aloud of well-written, language-rich multicultural literature is an 

ongoing practice throughout all grades. It not only stimulates ideas, but it also 

provides students with examples of exemplary writing. 

 

Component 1.2: Produces draft(s). W 

 

1.2.1 Produces multiple drafts. 

 Refers to prewriting plan. 

 Drafts by hand and/or electronically. 

 Rereads text and continues drafting over time. 

 Rereads text, puts it away, and returns to it later. 

 

Component 1.3: Revises to improve text. W 

 

1.3.1 Revises text, including changing words, sentences, paragraphs, and ideas. 

 Rereads work several times and has a different focus for each reading (e.g., first 

reading ð adding transitions; second reading ð deleting unnecessary details; third 

reading ð identifying areas where evidence is lacking and adding relevant 

information). 

 Seeks and considers feedback from adults and peers. 

 Records feedback using writing group procedure (e.g., records the first four words of 

each sentence to encourage variation of sentence beginnings). 

 Evaluates and uses feedback (e.g., ñIôll use the word transformation to improve my 
word choice.ò). 

 Uses multiple resources regularly to identify needed changes (e.g., writing guide, 

adult, peer, criteria and/or checklist, thesaurus). 

 

Component 1.4: Edits text. W 

 

1.4.1 Applies understanding of editing appropriate for grade level (see 3.3). 

 Identifies and corrects errors in conventions. 

 Uses multiple resources regularly (e.g., dictionary, peer, adult, available technology, 

writing/style guide, textbook). 

 Proofreads final draft for errors. 
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Component 1.5: Publishes text to share with audience. W 

 

1.5.1 Publishes in a format that is appropriate for specific audiences and purposes. 

 Selects from a variety of publishing options (e.g., tri-fold display, brochure, 

informational posters). 

 Publishes using a range of graphics and illustrative material (e.g., photos, charts, 

graphs, diagrams, maps). 

 Publishes material in appropriate form (e.g., slide show) and format (e.g., slide 

layout, color, font, keywords and phrases instead of whole sentences) for visual and 

dramatic presentations. 

 Uses different available technologies to produce a finished product (e.g., word 

processor, spreadsheets, multimedia). 

 

Component 1.6: Adjusts writing process as necessary. W 

 

1.6.1 Applies understanding of the recursive nature of writing process. 

 Revises at any stage of process. 

 Edits as needed at any stage. 

 

1.6.2 Uses collaborative skills to adapt writing process. 

 Delegates parts of writing process to team members (e.g., during prewriting, one team 

member gathers Internet information while another uses the library periodicals). 

 Collaborates on drafting, revising, and editing. 

 Collaborates on final layout and publishing/presenting. 

 

1.6.3 Uses knowledge of time constraints to adjust writing process. 

 Writes for both on-demand and extended writing projects. 

 Writes to meet a deadline. 

 Adjusts the number of drafts to compensate for time allotted. 

 Adapts amount of time spent prewriting in response to on-demand prompt. 

 Creates a management timeline, flow chart, or action plan for written projects (e.g., 

research paper). 

 Increases time for prewriting, drafting, revising, and editing, while working for clarity 

and effective presentation. 

 

EALR 2: The student writes in a variety of forms for different 

audiences and purposes. 
 

Component 2.1: Adapts writing for a variety of audiences. W 

 

2.1.1 Applies understanding of multiple and varied audiences to write effectively. 

 Identifies an intended audience. 

 Identifies and includes information audience needs to know (e.g., defines scientific 

terms, makes no assumptions about audienceôs prior knowledge). 
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 Identifies audienceôs interest and knowledge of topic to determine emphasis. 

 Anticipates readersô questions and writes accordingly. 

 

Component 2.2: Writes for different purposes. W 

 

2.2.1 Demonstrates understanding of different purposes for writing. 

 Writes to pursue a personal interest, to explain, or to persuade. 

 Writes to analyze informational and literary texts (e.g., explains the results of a 

characterôs actions; explains the steps in a scientific investigation). 

 Writes to learn (e.g., science notebooks, math logs, reading response journal, 

reflection and self-assessment). 

 Writes for more than one purpose using the same form (e.g., uses a poem to persuade, 

to tell a story, or to entertain). 

 Includes more than one mode within a piece to address purpose (e.g., descriptive 

details or a narrative anecdote used as an example within an explanation). 

 

Component 2.3: Writes in a variety of forms/genres. W 

 

2.3.1 Uses a variety of forms/genres. 

 Includes more than one form/genre in a single piece (e.g., a report about global issues 

that includes captions with pictures, charts/graphs, and a journal excerpt). 

 Maintains a log or portfolio to track variety of forms/genres used. 

 Produces a variety of new forms/genres. 

 Examples: 

 - persuasive essays 

 - narrative essays 

 - biographies 

 - literary analyses (e.g., explains about character or main idea) 

 - research reports 

 - business letters 

 - lab reports 

 - quatrains 

 

Note: Forms are suggestions only. The list is not exhaustive nor are any forms 

repeated in later grades after being introduced. However, all students may continue 

to use appropriate forms/genres throughout all grades regardless of where a form is 

listed in the Grade Level Expectations. 

 

Component 2.4: Writes for career applications. W 

 

2.4.1 Produces documents used in a career setting. 

 Collaborates with peers on long-term writing projects (e.g., class newspaper). 

 Writes in forms associated with specific tasks or careers (e.g., application for student 

body office, presentation software as a visual aid). 
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 Selects and synthesizes information from technical and job-related documents for 

inclusion in writing (e.g., report that includes data/information derived from charts or 

graphs). 

 

EALR  3: The student writes clearly and effectively. 
 

Component 3.1: Develops ideas and organizes writing. W 

 

3.1.1 Analyzes ideas, selects a manageable topic, and elaborates using specific, 

relevant details and/or examples. 

 Narrows topic with controlling idea (e.g., thesis statement or sentence that states the 

narrowed topic ð ñThe ancient Romans contributed to technology in many ways.ò). 

 Selects details relevant to the topic to extend ideas and develop elaboration (e.g., 

multiple examples, anecdotes, statistics). 

 Uses personal experiences, observations, and research to support opinions and ideas 

(e.g., data relevant to the topic to support conclusions in mathematics, science, social 

studies, and literature; appropriate anecdotes to explain or persuade). 

 Varies method of developing character (e.g., how the character looks, talks, acts, and 

thinks) and setting (e.g., develops setting as character changes location) in narratives. 

 

Note: Well written, language-rich text as models should include a multicultural 

perspective and be read aloud to students throughout all grade levels. 
 

3.1.2 Uses an effective organizational structure. 

 Writes unified, cohesive paragraphs (e.g., topic sentence with logically presented 

details; spatial order; chronological order). 

 Constructs an introduction using varying approaches (e.g., question, 

statistics/interesting facts, brief history). 

 Constructs an ending/conclusion that goes beyond a repetition of the introduction 

(e.g., a summary, an interesting fact, echo from the beginning of the piece). 

 Varies leads, endings, and types of conflicts in narratives. 

 Sequences ideas and uses transitions to link events, reasons, facts, and opinions (e.g., 

degree transitions, such as most important and least important, within and between 

paragraphs). 

 Organizes clearly: 

 - explanations (e.g., cause and effect, point-by-point comparisons) 

 - persuasion (e.g., least to most important arguments) 

 - narratives (e.g., flashback) 

 - poetry (e.g., stanzas/chorus) 

 

Component 3.2: Uses appropriate style. W 

 

3.2.1 Applies understanding that different audiences and purposes affect writerôs 

voice. 

 Writes with a clearly defined voice appropriate to audience. 
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 Writes in appropriate and consistent voice in narrative, informational, and persuasive 

writing (e.g., informal vs. formal voice). 

 Writes expository text using either first or third person. 

 Supports a position in persuasive text from first-person or third-person point of view 

(e.g., I think vanilla ice cream is the best; According to an expert, vanilla ice cream is 

the best.). 

 Writes in a characterôs voice (e.g., retells a story using the point of view and voice of 
a character in the story; explains a historic event in the voice of a participant in that 

event). 

 

Note: Read-alouds should include a multicultural perspective and be continued 

throughout all grade levels. 

 

3.2.2 Analyzes and selects language appropriate for specific audiences and purposes. 

 Selects and uses precise and specialized language in content writing (e.g., hypothesis 

in both science and social studies, hydration in health and fitness). 

 Selects and uses persuasive techniques (e.g., testimonials, bandwagon). 

 Selects and uses literary devices (e.g., simile, metaphor, and personification). 

 Selects and uses poetic devices (e.g., repetition, rhythm, rhyme schemes). 

 Searches for alternatives to commonly used words, particularly in persuasive writing 

and poetry. 

 

3.2.3 Uses a variety of sentences. 

 Writes a variety of sentence lengths. 

 Writes a variety of sentence structures (e.g., uses phrases and clauses: ñIn the 
beginning, I liked ice cream. That summer, after working at the store, I didnôt want to 

eat ice cream again.ò). 

 Uses rhythm and cadence in sentences and lines to influence meaning in prose and 

poetry (e.g., ñThe drums / beat on and on and on.ò). 

 

Note: Read-alouds should include a multicultural perspective and be continued 

throughout all grade levels. 

 

Component 3.3: Knows and applies appropriate grade level writin g conventions. W 

 

3.3.1 Uses legible handwriting. 

 Produces readable printing or cursive handwriting (e.g., size, spacing, formation, 

uppercase and lowercase). 

 

Note: In the Grade Level Expectations 3.3.1 through 3.3.8, skills generally are not 

repeated and build each year on preceding yearsô skills. Because these skills are 

learned and practiced as writing becomes more sophisticated, attention should be 

paid to skills in more than one year. 

 

3.3.2 Spells accurately in final draft. 
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 Uses spelling rules and patterns from previous grades. 

 Uses multiple strategies to spell. 

 Examples: 

- visual patterns (e.g., tough/enough/rough, right/night) 

- homophones (e.g., read and reed) 

- affixes (e.g., in-, im-, -spect, -fer) 

- roots (e.g., biology, telegraph) 

 Uses resources to correct own spelling. 

 

3.3.3 Applies capitalization rules. 

 Uses capitalization rules from previous grades. 

 Capitalizes languages, races, nationalities, and religions correctly. 

 Uses resources to correct capitalization. 

 

3.3.4 Applies punctuation rules. 

 Uses punctuation rules from previous grades. 

 Uses commas in appositives (e.g., Bob, the dog, was fun.). 

 Uses commas to set off direct address (e.g., ñMom, may I go to the movies?ò). 

 Uses apostrophe to show quotation within a quotation in dialogue (e.g., He said, 

ñMom said, óClean your room.ô ñ). 

 Uses parentheses correctly (e.g., ñA hypothesis (prediction) is a critical component of 
a scientific investigation.ò). 

 Uses a semi-colon between two independent clauses connected by a conjunctive 

adverb (e.g., I studied late into the night; consequently, I passed the test.). 

 Uses resources to check punctuation. 

 

3.3.5 Applies usage rules. 

 Applies usage rules from previous grades. 

 Shows agreement of pronoun and its referent (e.g., A person needs his or her own 

space.). 

 Maintains consistent person. 

 Uses parallel construction when listing verbs particularly in informational and 

technical writing. 

- parallel: A scientist observes, hypothesizes, and analyzes. 

 - not parallel: A scientist observes, hypothesized, and analyzed. 

 Uses resources to check usage. 

 

3.3.6 Uses complete sentences in writing. 

 May use fragments in dialogue as appropriate. 

 

3.3.7 Applies paragraph conventions. 

 Uses paragraph conventions (e.g., designated by indentation or block format, skipping 

lines between paragraphs). 

 Provides detailed labeling, captions, headings, and subheadings when appropriate. 
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3.3.8 Applies conventional forms for citations. 

 Cites sources according to prescribed format. 

 

EALR 4: The student analyzes and evaluates the effectiveness of written 

work. 
 

Component 4.1: Analyzes and evaluates othersô and own writing. W 

 

4.1.1 Analyzes and evaluates writing using established criteria. 

 Identifies aspects of the authorôs craft (e.g., sentence variation, voice, word choice). 

 Identifies persuasive elements in a peerôs writing and critiques the effectiveness (e.g., 

firm position, statistics as support, persuasive word choice). 

 Explains accuracy of content and vocabulary for specific curricular areas (e.g., why 

ancient peoples settled along rivers). 

 

4.1.2 Analyzes and evaluates own writing using established criteria. 

 Explains strengths and weaknesses of own writing using criteria (e.g., WASL rubric 

and anchor papers, checklists, content scoring guides). 

 Rereads own work for the craft of writing (e.g., sentence openings, sentence variety) 

as well as the content (e.g., clear and accurate information). 

 Uses criteria to choose and defend choices for a writing portfolio. 

 Provides evidence that goals have been met (e.g., selects pieces that demonstrate 

growth). 

 

Component 4.2: Sets goals for improvement. W 

 

4.2.1 Evaluates and adjusts writing goals using criteria. 

 Evaluates and writes reflection about growth in writing and sets goals to create an 

improvement plan (e.g., ñMy word choice needs to improve. I will use more specific 

words to improve from a 3 to a 4 on the rubric.ò). 

 Monitors and evaluates progress and adjusts goals over time (e.g., ñMy word choice 
has improved. Now I have to think about my conclusions.ò). 

 Maintains a written log of goals and a portfolio of work. 

 

Grade Seven ð Language Arts  

CENTRAL SUBJECT: AFRICA 

READING  

In  seventh grade, students are aware of their responsibility as readers.  They continue to reflect 

on their skills and adjust their comprehension and vocabulary strategies.  Students refine their 
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understanding of the author's craft.  Oral and written responses analyze and/or synthesize 

information from multiple sources to deepen understanding of the content.  Students read for 

pleasure and choose books based on personal preference, topic, genre, theme, or author. 

 

EALR 1: The student understands and uses different skills and 

strategies to read. 
Note: Each grade-level expectation assumes the student is reading grade-level 

text. Since reading is a process, some grade-level indicators and evidence of 

learning apply to multiple grade-levels. What changes is the text complexity as 

students move through the grade levels. 

 

Component 1.2  Use vocabulary (word meaning) strategies to comprehend text. 

 

1.2.1 Understand and apply dictionary skills and other reference skills. 

 Use dictionaries, thesauruses, and glossaries to find or confirm word meanings, 

pronunciations, syllabication, synonyms, antonyms, parts of speech, and/or clarify 

shades 

of meaning. 

 Use text evidence to verify meaning from reference source. 

 

1.2.2 Apply a variety of strategies to comprehend words and ideas in complex text. 

 Use word origins to determine the meaning of unknown words. 

 Use abstract, derived root words, prefixes, and suffixes from Greek and Latin to 

analyze the meaning of complex words (e.g., expose, exposition).  

 Use structural analysis and concept-building vocabulary strategies to understand new 

words and concepts in informational/expository text and literary/narrative text. 

 Use prior knowledge, the text, context clues, and graphic features of text to predict, 

clarify, and/or expand word meanings and concepts. 

 Self-correct, re-read, read on, and/or slow down to gain meaning when encountering 

unknown words in literary/narrative and informational/expository text. 

 

Component 1.3  Build vocabulary through wide reading. 

 

1.3.1 Understand and apply new vocabulary. 

 Integrate new vocabulary from informational/expository text and literary/narrative 

text, including text from a variety of cultures and communities, into written and oral 

communication. 

 

1.3.2 Understand and apply content/academic vocabulary critical to the meaning of 

the text. W  

 Identify and define content/academic vocabulary critical to the meaning of the text 

and use that knowledge to interpret the text. 

 Identify words that have different meanings in different content areas and determine 

the correct meaning from the context (e.g., property in science or social studies). 

 Select, from multiple choices, the meanings of words or phrases identified in the text. 
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 Use new vocabulary in oral and written communication. 

 

Component 1.4  Apply word recognition skills and strategies to read fluently. 

 

1.4.2 Apply fluency to enhance comprehension. 

 Read aloud grade-level informational/expository text and literary/narrative text 

accurately, using appropriate pacing, phrasing, and expression. 

 Read aloud unpracticed grade-level text with fluency in a range of 145-155+ words 

correct per minute. 

 

1.4.3 Apply different reading rates to match text. 

 Adjust reading rate by speeding up or slowing down based on purpose (e.g., pleasure, 

informational reading, task-oriented reading), text level of difficulty, form, and style. 

 

EALR 2:  The student understands the meaning of what is read. 
 

Component 2.1  Demonstrate evidence of reading comprehension. 

 

2.1.3 Apply comprehension monitoring strategies during, and after reading: 

determine importance using theme, main idea, and supporting details in grade-level 

informational /expository text and/or literary /narrative text. W  

 State both literal and/or inferred main ideas and provide supporting text-based details. 

 State the theme/message and supporting details in culturally relevant literary/narrative 

text.  

 Choose, from multiple choices, a title that best fits the selection and provide details 

from the text to support the choice. 

 Select, from multiple choices, a sentence that best states the theme or main idea of a 

story, poem, or selection.  

 Organize theme, main idea and supporting details into a self-created graphic 

organizer to enhance text comprehension. 

 

2.1.4 Apply comprehension monitoring strategies before, during, and after reading: 

use prior knowledge. 

 Connect current issues, previous information and experiences to characters, events, 

and information within and across culturally relevant text(s). 

 Activate prior knowledge about a topic and organize information into a graphic 

organizer to aid in comprehension of text. 

 

2.1.5 Apply comprehension monitoring strategies before, during, and after reading: 

predict and infer . W   

 Make, confirm, and revise prediction based on prior knowledge and evidence from 

the text. 

 Cite passages from text to confirm or defend prediction and inferences. 
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 Select, from multiple choices, a prediction or inference that could be made from the 

text (e.g., what the character will do next, what will happen to a character because of 

an event, what will happen because of an action). 

 Organize information to support a prediction or inference in a self-created graphic 

organizer to enhance text comprehension. 

 

2.1.6 Apply comprehension monitoring strategies to understand fiction, nonfiction, 

informational  text, and task-oriented text: monitor for meaning, create mental 

images, and generate and answer questions. 

 Monitor for meaning by identifying where and why comprehension was lost and use 

comprehension-repair strategies to regain meaning. 

 Generate and answer questions about the text before, during, and after reading to aid 

comprehension. 

 Use questioning strategies to comprehend text. 

 Create and describe mental images to understand text. 

 Organize images and information into a self-created graphic organizer to enhance text 

comprehension. 

 

2.17 Apply comprehension monitoring strategies during and after reading: 

summarize grade-level informational/expository text and literary/narrative  text. W  

 Create a summary including the main idea and the most important text-based facts, 

details, and/or ideas from informational/expository text. 

 Summarize the plot in culturally relevant literary/narrative texts.  

 Select, from multiple choices, a sentence that best summarizes the story or selection. 

 Organize summary information for informational/expository text and/or 

literary/narrative text into a self-created graphic organizer to enhance text 

comprehension. 

 

Component 2.2  Understand and apply knowledge of text components to 

comprehend text. 

 

2.2.1 Apply understanding of time, order, and/or sequence to aid in comprehension. 

 Explain an authorôs development of time and sequence through the use of literary 

devices (e.g., diary entries within a text) and/or the use of traditional/cultural 

organizational structures. 

 Explain the use of steps in a process to convey meaning in an 

informational/expository text (e.g., obtaining a passport, how the laser was 

discovered). 

 

2.2.2 Apply understanding of printed and electronic text features to locate 

information and comprehend text. W  

 Locate information using grade-level appropriate text features.  

 Interpret and draw conclusions from grade-level appropriate text features such as 

maps, charts, tables, and graphs, etc. (e.g., given a bar graph on how a demographic 

group spends its money, draw a conclusion about how the group spends its time). 
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 Use organizational features and electronic sources (such as headings and numberings, 

CD-ROM, internet, pull-down menus, key word searches, and icons) to access 

information. 

 Select, from multiple choices, the purpose of a specific text feature, and/or 

information learned from a text feature. 

 Explain how specific text features help you understand a selection (e.g., how margin 

entries provide additional information to assist in comprehension, how specific 

symbols are used, such as the numeration for footnotes).  

 

2.2.3 Understand and analyze story elements. W  

 Use multiple sources of information from the text (e.g., characterôs own 
thoughts/words, what others say about the character, and how others react to the 

character) to describe how major and minor characters change over time. 

 Identify the important events that lead to conflicts and explain how each does or does 

not contribute to the resolution. 

 Explain the influence of setting on mood, character, and plot. 

 Identify the point of view used (first, third, or omniscient point of view) and interpret 

how point of view influences the text. 

 Explain how a story would change if the narratorôs perspective changed. 

 Identify implied themes in text and support with evidence from the text. 

 Compare/contrast common recurring themes in books by the same or different 

authors. 

 Select, from multiple choices, words or sentences that best describe specific story 

elements from the story, selection, or poem.  

 

2.2.4 Apply understanding of text organizational structures. 

 Recognize and use previously taught organizational structures (simple listing, 

sequential order, description, comparison and contrast, chronological order, cause 

and effect, order of importance, and process/procedural) to aid comprehension. 

 Identify and use text written in concept/definition and problem/solution 

organizational structure to find and organize information and comprehend text. 

 

Component 2.3  Expand comprehension by analyzing, interpreting, and 

synthesizing information and ideas in literary and informational text . 

 

2.3.1 Analyze informational/expository text and literary /narrative text for 

similarities and differences and cause and effect relationships. W  

 Find similarities and differences within and between texts using text-based evidence 

(e.g., the authorôs feelings and the poetôs feelings; descriptions recorded in a science 

article vs. poetry; perspectives seen in newspaper article, short story). 

 Select, from multiple choices, a sentence that tells how two text elements are alike or 

different (e.g., character, information/facts). 

 Identify and interpret cause and effect relationships within a literary/narrative text or 

informational/expository text using evidence from the text (e.g., an article and a poem 
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about wolves or a description of the Underground Railroad from a newspaper article, 

a short story, or a biographical sketch of a leader in the Underground Railroad). 

 Select, from multiple choices, a sentence that explains or describes cause and effect 

relationships (e.g., what caused something to happen, what was the result of an 

action). 

 

2.3.2 Analyze and synthesize information for a specific topic or purpose. 

 Integrate information from multiple sources for a variety of purposes (e.g., create a 

report, debate an issue, solve a problem). 

 

2.3.3 Understand the functions (to make the story more interesting and convey a 

message) of literary devices. W  

 Recognize previously taught literary devices (simile, metaphor, idiom, imagery, 

exaggeration, irony, sarcasm, humor, and dialogue) and explain how they make the 

story more interesting and/or convey a message. 

 Identify literary devices such as analogy and explain how they make the story more 

interesting and/or convey a message. 

 Select, from multiple choices, a sentence from the story/poem/selection that is an 

example of a specific literary device. 

 

Component 2.4  Think critically and analyze authorôs use of language, style, 

purpose, and perspective in literary and informational text . 

 

2.4.1 Analyze literary/narrative  text and information/expository text to draw 

conclusions and develop insights. W  

 Draw conclusions from grade-level text (e.g., the most important idea the author is 

trying to make in the story/poem/selection, what inspiration might be drawn from the 

story/poem/selection, who might benefit from reading the story/poem/selection). 

 Select, from multiple choices, a statement that best represents the most important 

conclusion that may be drawn from the selection. 

 

2.4.2 Analyze how an authorôs style of writing, including language choice, achieves 

the authorôs purpose and influences an audience. W  

 Identify and explain the authorôs purpose. 

 Explain how the authorôs style of writing impacts the readerôs enjoyment and/or 

comprehension of the text. 

 Examine ways in which authorôs style contributes to imagery, suggests a mood, or 
otherwise influences an audience. 

 

2.4.3 Evaluate the authorôs reasoning and the validity of the authorôs position. W 

 Judge the validity of the evidence the author uses to support his/her position (e.g., is 

the evidence dated, biased, inaccurate) and justify the conclusion. 

 Decide if the authorôs ideas are solid and support your position. 
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2.4.4 Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the authorôs tone and use of 

persuasive devices. W  

 Judge the effectiveness of the authorôs details and arguments for a particular audience 
and cite examples to justify the decision. 

 Identify the authorôs tone and support the answer with text-based evidence. 

 Describe the intended effects of persuasive devices and propaganda techniques. 

 

2.4.5 Analyze ideas and concepts to generalize/extend information beyond the text. 

W  

 Generalize about processes, concepts, and common themes after reading multiple 

texts. 

 Explain how information in a text could be applied to understand a similar situation 

or concept in another text and cite text-based examples (e.g., use the concept of 

symmetry learned in mathematics to understand the concept of symmetry in art). 

 

2.4.6 Analyze ideas and concepts in multiple texts. W  

 Differentiate between the similarities and differences in how an idea or concept is 

expressed in multiple texts. 

 Compare the feelings of the authors and/or characters as expressed in multiple texts. 

 Select, from multiple choices, a sentence that tells how two pieces of information are 

alike or different. 

 

2.4.7 Analyze the reasoning and ideas underlying an authorôs perspective, beliefs, 

and assumptions. W  

 Infer and explain the authorôs beliefs and assumptions, citing text-based evidence for 

choice (e.g., describe an authorôs background and beliefs and explain how they 

influence the authorôs perspective). 

 Select, from multiple choices, a sentence that describes the authorôs or characterôs 
reasoning or problem with the reasoning. 

 

EALR 3: The student reads different materials for a variety of 

purposes. 
 

Component 3.1  Read to learn new information.  

 

3.1.1 Evaluate appropriateness of a variety of resources and use them to perform a 

specific task or investigate a topic. 

 Select the best sources from library, web-based, and Internet materials for a specific 

task or to investigate a topic and defend the selection.. 

 Use information from various sources to investigate a topic (e.g., read newspaper 

want ads, websites, consumer reports, yellow pages to decide which products or 

services to buy). 

 Follow multi-step directions (e.g., open a locker, fill out school forms, read a 

technical manual, design a webpage). 
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Component 3.2  Read to perform a task. 

 

3.2.2 Apply understanding of a variety of functional documents. 

 Locate and use functional documents to perform a task (e.g., catalogs, magazines, 

schedules). 

 

Component 3.4  Read for literary experience in a variety of genres. 

 

3.4.2 Analyze a variety of literary genres. 

 Respond to literature written in a variety of genres.  

 Explain why certain genres are best suited to convey a specific message or invoke a 

particular response from the reader. 

 

3.4.3 Analyze literature from a variety of cultures or historical periods for 

relationships and recurring themes. 

 Identify multiple perspectives from a variety of cultures or historical periods as 

expressed in literary genres (e.g., changes in medical practices from 1800 to the 

present). 

 Identify recurring themes in literature that reflect worldwide social and/or economic 

change (e.g., social change such as characters that change their attitudes after learning 

about different cultures). 

 

EALR 4: The student sets goals and evaluates progress to improve 

reading. 
 

Component 4.1  Assess reading strengths and need for improvement. 

 

4.1.2 Evaluate reading progress and apply strategies for setting grade-level 

appropriate reading goals. 

 Set reading goals and create a plan to meet those goals. 

 Monitor progress toward implementing the plan, making adjustments and corrections 

as needed. 

 

Component 4.2  Develop interests and share reading experiences. 

 

4.2.1 Evaluate books and authors to share common literary experiences. 

 Recommend books to others and explain the reason for the recommendation. 

 Discuss common reading selections and experiences with others. 

 

WRITING 

In seventh grade, students present legible, cohesive, and interesting writing in a form, 

format, and style appropriate for the purpose and audience. Claims and opinions are 

well-researched and supported with sufficient examples or facts to produce a response 
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from the reader. They address a range of issues within a variety of forms and modes. 

Language is descriptive, incorporating details and imagery to enhance ideas. Students 

use complex sentence structures and complex punctuation with increased accuracy. They 

revise for specific traits and include suggestions from others to improve writing. Students 

see writing as a means to an end, as well as a worthwhile activity in itself, and enjoy 

exploring their ideas through writing and graphics. 

 

EALR 1: The student understands and uses a writing process. 
 

Component 1.1: Prewrites to generate ideas and plan writing. W 

 

1.1.1 Analyzes and selects effective strategies for generating ideas and planning 

writing.  

 Generates ideas prior to organizing them and adjusts prewriting strategies accordingly 

(e.g., brainstorms list, then creates graphic organizer ï electronically or handwritten). 

 Maintains a log or journal to collect and explore ideas; records observations, 

dialogues, and/or descriptions for later use as a basis for informational, persuasive, or 

literary writing. 

 Uses a variety of prewriting strategies (e.g., story mapping, listing, webbing, jotting, 

outlining, free writing, brainstorming). 

 Gathers and paraphrases information from a variety of resources (e.g., interviews, 

multimedia, periodicals) and chooses an organizer to analyze, synthesize, and/or 

evaluate information to plan writing. 

 Explains purpose and selects effective form at prewriting stage. 

 

Note: The reading aloud of well written, language-rich multicultural literature is an 

ongoing practice throughout all grades. It not only stimulates ideas, but it also 

provides 

students with examples of exemplary writing. 
 

Component 1.2: Produces draft(s). W 

 

1.2.1 Analyzes task and composes multiple drafts when appropriate. 

 Refers to prewriting plan. 

 Drafts according to audience, purpose, and time. 

 Drafts by hand and/or electronically. 

 Rereads text and decides to continue draft or to start a new draft. 

 

Component 1.3: Revises to improve text. W 

 

1.3.1 Revises text, including changing words, sentences, paragraphs, and ideas. 

 Uses effective revision tools or strategies (e.g., reading draft out loud, checking 

sentence beginnings, expanding sentences, using an electronic or other thesaurus). 

 Rereads work several times and has a different focus for each reading (e.g., first 

reading ð changing words to improve clarity; second reading ðsubstituting more 
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effective persuasive language; third reading ð adding specific examples to support 

claim). 

 Seeks and considers feedback from a variety of sources (e.g., adults, peers, 

community members, response groups). 

 Records feedback using writing group procedure (e.g., partner reads writerôs work 
aloud, and writer notes possible revision). 

 Evaluates feedback and justifies the choice to use feedback (e.g., ñI chose to change 
the word things because my group said it was confusing.ò). 

 Uses multiple resources regularly to identify needed changes (e.g., writing guide, 

checklist, criteria, adult, peer). 

 

Component 1.4: Edits text. W 

 

1.4.1 Edits for conventions (see 3.3). 

 Identifies and corrects errors in conventions. 

 Uses appropriate references and resources (e.g., dictionary, writing/style guide, 

electronic spelling and grammar check, conventions checklist, adult, peer). 

 Proofreads final draft for errors. 

 

Component 1.5: Publishes text to share with audience. W 

 

1.5.1 Publishes in formats that are appropriate for specific audiences and purposes. 

 Selects from a variety of publishing options keeping in mind audience and purpose 

(e.g., school newspaper, bulletin board, contest). 

 Publishes using a range of graphics and illustrative material (e.g., photos, charts, 

graphs, tables, diagrams, cartoons). 

 Publishes material in appropriate form (e.g., slide show, brochure, postcard) and 

format (e.g., colors, font, layout, key words and phrases instead of sentences) for 

visual and dramatic presentations (e.g., readersô theater script). 

 Uses different available technologies to produce, design, and publish a finished 

product (e.g., word processor, photo software, presentation software, publishing 

software). 

 

Component 1.6: Adjusts writing process as necessary. W 

 

1.6.1 Applies understanding of the recursive nature of writing process. 

 Revises at any stage of process. 

 Edits as needed at any stage. 

 

1.6.2 Uses collaborative skills in adapting writing process. 

 Delegates parts of writing process to team members (e.g., one member may 

interview; another may collect information from other resources). 

 Collaborates on drafting, revising, and editing. 

 Collaborates on final layout and publishing/presenting (e.g., travel brochure). 
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1.6.3 Uses knowledge of time constraints to adjust writing process. 

 Adjusts the number of drafts to compensate for time allotted (e.g., on-demand, in-

class writing or multi-week projects). 

 Writes to meet a deadline. 

 Adapts amount of time spent on prewriting in response to on-demand prompt. 

 Creates a management timeline for written projects (e.g., portfolios, research papers, 

I-Search papers). 

 Increases time for prewriting, drafting, revising, and editing when working on longer 

written projects. (e.g., portfolios). 

 

EALR 2: The student writes in a variety of forms for different audiences 

and purposes. 
 

Component 2.1: Adapts writing for a variety of audiences. W 

 

2.1.1 Applies understanding of multiple and varied audiences to write effectively. 

 Identifies an intended audience. 

 Identifies and includes information and uses appropriate language for a specific 

audience (e.g., defines technical or content-specific terms or jargon). 

 Describes audienceôs interest and knowledge of topic to determine emphasis. 

 Anticipates readersô questions and writes accordingly. 

 

Component 2.2: Writes for different purposes. W 

 

2.2.1 Demonstrates understanding of different purposes for writing. 

 Writes to pursue a personal interest, to explain, to persuade, to inform, and to 

entertain for a specified audience (e.g., writes to persuade classmates about a position 

on required school uniforms, includes narratives/poetry in portfolio). 

 Writes for self expression. 

 Writes to analyze informational and literary texts. 

 Writes to learn (double-entry journal in math, social studies, or science; letter to 

teacher assessing own work; reflection). 

 Writes for more than one purpose using the same form (e.g., a script used to entertain, 

to persuade, or to inform). 

 Includes more than one mode within a piece to address purpose (e.g., narrative 

anecdote as an introduction to a persuasive piece of writing). 

 

Component 2.3: Writes in a variety of forms/genres. W 

 

2.3.1 Uses a variety of forms/genres. 

 Integrates more than one form/genre in a single piece (e.g., a research paper about a 

local issue that includes caption with pictures, charts and graphs, and interviews). 

 Maintains a log or portfolio to track variety of forms/genres used. 

 Produces a variety of new forms/genres. 
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 Examples: 

 - oral histories 

 - fictional journal entries 

 - film and drama reviews 

 - compare/contrast essays 

 - letters to the editor 

 - brochures 

 - web pages 

 - ballads 

 

Note: Forms are suggestions only. The list is not exhaustive nor are any forms 

repeated in later grades after being introduced. However, all students may continue 

to use appropriate forms/genres throughout all grades regardless of where a form is 

listed in the Grade Level Expectations. 

 

Component 2.4: Writes for career applications. W 

 

2.4.1 Produces documents used in a career setting. 

 Collaborates with peers on long-term team writing projects (e.g., yearbook, literary 

magazine). 

 Writes in forms associated with specific tasks or careers (e.g., class office résumé, 

persuasive letter requesting school funds). 

 Selects and synthesizes information from technical documents for inclusion in writing 

(e.g., report that includes data/information derived from charts or graphs). 

 

EALR  3: The student writes clearly and effectively. 
 

Component 3.1: Develops ideas and organizes writing. W 

 

3.1.1 Analyzes ideas, selects a manageable topic, and elaborates using specific, 

relevant details and/or examples. 

 Presents a central idea, theme, and manageable thesis while maintaining a consistent 

focus (e.g., narrows the topic, uses an essential question to guide research and 

maintain focus). 

 Selects specific details relevant to the topic to extend ideas and develop elaboration 

(e.g., multiple examples, statistics, anecdotes, reasons). 

 Uses personal experiences, observations, and/or research to support opinions and 

ideas (e.g., relevant data to support conclusions in math, science, social studies; 

personal knowledge of an illness to persuade the audience that water pollution is 

dangerous). 

 Varies method of developing character (e.g., how the character acts, talks, thinks, and 

looks), setting (e.g., through the characterôs point of view), and plot in narratives. 

 

Note: Well written, language-rich text as models should include a multicultural 

perspective and be read aloud to students throughout all grade levels. 
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3.1.2 Analyzes and selects an effective organizational structure. 

 Writes unified, cohesive paragraphs (e.g., supporting examples in order of 

importance, paragraph topic connected by transitions). 

 Composes an engaging introduction (e.g., meaningful rhetorical question, interesting 

facts, relevant anecdote). 

 Composes an ending/conclusion that is more than a repetition of the introduction 

(e.g., a re-connection to reader, a call for action, a statement of significance). 

 Uses transitions to show relationships among ideas (e.g., if é then, cause/effect, 
either é or, meanwhile). 

 Uses effective organizational patterns as determined by purpose: 

- explanations (e.g., cause and effect) 

 - comparisons (e.g., point-by-point, similarities and then differences) 

 - persuasion (e.g., least to most important arguments) 

 - narratives (e.g., flashback, cliffhanger ending) 

 - poetry (e.g., stanzas/chorus, repetition, rhythm, rhyme scheme, line breaks) 

 

Component 3.2: Uses appropriate style. W 

 

3.2.1 Applies understanding that different audiences and purposes affect writerôs 

voice. 

 Writes with a clearly defined voice appropriate to audience. 

 Writes in appropriate and consistent voice in narrative, informational, and persuasive 

writing (e.g., humorous, informal, and knowledgeable voice). 

 Writes from more than one point of view or perspective (e.g., cultural perspective for 

a characterôs viewpoint in history or literature, third person for scientific reports, first 

or third person for persuasive writing). 

 

Note: Read-alouds should include a multicultural perspective and be continued 

throughout all grade levels. 

 

3.2.2 Analyzes and selects language appropria te for specific audiences and purposes. 

 Selects and uses precise language to persuade or inform. 

 Selects and uses precise language in poetic and narrative writing. 

 Uses the vernacular appropriately. 

 Selects and uses specialized vocabulary relevant to specific content area (e.g., 

hypotenuse, quadratic, radius). 

 Uses persuasive techniques (e.g., direct audience appeal, rhetorical questions). 

 Uses literary devices (e.g., simile, metaphor, personification). 

 Uses poetic devices (e.g., repetition, rhythm, rhyme schemes). 

 

3.2.3 Uses a variety of sentences. 

 Writes a variety of sentence lengths for effect (e.g., ñUp in her bedroom, behind her 
closed door, the girl stamped her foot in rage, wishing she could go to the picnic. 

Grounded!ò). 
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 Writes a variety of sentence structures (e.g., uses appositive phrases: ñThe 7
th
 grade 

teacher, the busiest woman on the staff, still had time for all of her students.ò). 

 Uses a variety of line lengths and structures in poetry for effect (e.g., dialogue and 

ABCB rhyme scheme for a ballad). 

 

Note: Read-alouds should include a multicultural perspective and be continued 

throughout all grade levels. 

 

Component 3.3: Knows and applies writing conventions appropriate for the grade 

level. W 

 

3.3.1 Uses legible handwriting. 

 Produces readable printing or cursive handwriting (e.g., size, spacing, formation, 

uppercase and lowercase). 

 

Note: In the Grade Level Expectations 3.3.1 through 3.3.8, skills generally are not 

repeated and build each year on preceding yearsô skills. Because these skills are 

learned and practiced as writing becomes more sophisticated, attention should be 

paid to skills in more than one year. 

 

3.3.2 Spells accurately in final draft. 

 Uses spelling rules and patterns from previous grades. 

 Uses multiple strategies to spell. 

 Examples: 

 - homophones (e.g., principle and principal) 

 - affixes (e.g., re-, post-, -ous, -ology) 

 - Greek and Latin roots (e.g., telephone, chronologic, distract, persist) 

 - frequently misspelled words (e.g., occasion, recommendation, sincerely) 

 Uses resources to correct own spelling. 

 

3.3.3 Applies capitalization rules. 

 Uses capitalization rules from previous grades. 

 Uses capitals correctly in an outline or list. 

 Uses consistent capitalization when formatting technical documents. 

 Uses resources to check capitalization. 

 

3.3.4 Applies punctuation rules. 

 Uses punctuation rules from previous grades. 

 Uses commas to separate an interrupter (e.g., The teacher, however, was not 

impressed.). 

 Uses semicolons to separate groups that contain commas (e.g., The Seahawks 

traveled to Washington, D.C.; New York, NY; and Oakland, CA.). 

 Uses the hyphen to prevent confusion (e.g., re-elect). 

 Uses bullets in technical writing when applicable. 

 Uses resources to check punctuation. 
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3.3.5 Applies usage rules. 

 Applies usage rules from previous grades. 

 Uses adverbs vs. adjectives correctly. 

- correct: He ran well in the race. 

 - incorrect: He ran good in the race. 

 Uses comparative and superlative adjectives correctly. 

- correct: The ruby is harder than the emerald. The diamond is the hardest gem. 

- incorrect: The diamond is more harder than that ruby. 

 Uses parallel construction of elements in a list. 

 - parallel: The lunchroom was immaculate: napkins in their holders, pop bottles in the 

recycle container, and trays in place for the next day. 

 - not parallel: The lunchroom was immaculate: napkins were put away, pop bottles in 

the recycle bins, and neatly stacked trays. 

 Uses resources to check usage. 

 

3.3.6 Uses complete sentences in writing. 

 May use fragments in dialogue as appropriate. 

 

3.3.7 Applies paragraph conventions. 

 Uses paragraph conventions (e.g., designated by indentation or block format, skipping 

lines between paragraphs). 

 Uses stanzas and other textual markers (e.g., table of contents, title and subtitle, 

bullets). 

 

3.3.8 Applies conventional forms for citations. 

 Cites sources according to prescribed format. 

 

EALR 4: The student analyzes and evaluates the effectiveness of written 

work.  
 

Component 4.1: Analyzes and evaluates othersô and own writing. W 

 

4.1.1 Analyzes and evaluates writing using established criteria. 

 Identifies aspects of the authorôs craft (e.g., point of view, purpose, bias). 

 Identifies persuasive elements in a peerôs writing and critiques the effectiveness (e.g., 
audience appeal, concession and rebuttal, call to action). 

 Explains accuracy of content and vocabulary for specific curricular areas (e.g., 

description of scientific procedure during a class lab). 

 

4.1.2 Analyzes and evaluates own writing using established criteria. 

 Explains strengths and weaknesses of own writing using criteria (e.g., WASL, 

classroom-created, or 6-trait rubrics; scoring guides specific to purpose or form of 

assignment). 
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 Rereads own work for the craft of writing (e.g., point of view, figurative language) as 

well as the content (e.g., specific and relevant information). 

 Uses criteria to choose and defend choices for a writing portfolio. 

 Provides evidence that goals have been met (e.g., selects piece that shows improved 

introduction technique). 

 

Component 4.2: Sets goals for improvement. W 

 

4.2.1 Evaluates and adjusts writing goals using criteria. 

 Writes reflection about growth in writing and creates an improvement plan (e.g., ñIn 
my next persuasive piece, I will include a personal anecdote.ò ñI will organize my 

prewrite into a logical plan before drafting.ò). 

 Monitors progress and adjusts goals (e.g., ñI have three expository essays in my 
portfolio. I need to include a persuasive piece next trimester.ò). 

 Maintains a written log of long-term goals (e.g., ñI will write in three or more new 

genres; I will use more logical evidence to persuade; I will elaborate with personal 

narrative; I will write to a government official or public personality.ò) and a portfolio 

of work. 

Grade Eight ð Language Arts  

CENTRAL SUBJECT:  CONNECTIONS ïENGLAND & THE 
UNITED STATES 

READING 

In  eighth grade, students integrate a variety of comprehension and vocabulary strategies. They 

are able to adapt their reading to different types of text. Oral and written responses analyze 

and/or synthesize information from multiple sources to deepen understanding of the content. 

Students refine their understanding of the author's craft, commenting and critically evaluating 

text. They continue to analyze and/or synthesize information from multiple sources to deepen 

understanding of the content. Students continue to read for pleasure. 

 

EALR 1: The student understands and uses different skills and 

strategies to read. 
Note: Each grade-level expectation assumes the student is reading grade-

level text. Since reading is a process, some grade-level indicators and 

evidences of learning apply to multiple grade-levels. What changes is the text 

complexity as students move through the grade levels. 
 

Component 1.2  Use vocabulary (word meaning) strategies to comprehend text. 

 

1.2.2 Apply strategies to comprehend words and ideas. 
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 Use word origins to determine the meaning of unknown words. 

 Use abstract, derived root words, prefixes, and suffixes from Greek and Latin to 

analyze the meaning of complex words (e.g., statistic, statistician). 

 Use vocabulary strategies to understand new words and concepts in 

informational/expository text and literary/narrative text. 

 Use graphic features to clarify and extend meaning (e.g., science processes, 

diagrams). 

 

Component 1.3  Build vocabulary through wide reading. 

 

1.3.2 Understand and apply content/academic vocabulary critical to the meaning of 

the text, including vocabularies relevant to different contexts, cultures, and 

communities. W 

 Integrate new vocabulary from informational/expository text and literary/narrative 

text (including text from a variety of cultures and communities; (e.g., lift  as used in 

England compared to the U.S.A.) into written and oral communication. 

 Explain the meaning of content-specific vocabulary words (e.g., photosynthesis, 

democracy, algorithms). 

 Select, from multiple choices, the meaning of a word identified in the text. 

 Transfer knowledge of vocabulary learned in content areas to comprehend other 

grade-level informational/expository text and literary/narrative text (e.g., definition of 

solar in science transferred to understanding science fiction text). 

 

Component 1.4  Apply word recognition skills and strategies to read fluently. 

 

1.4.2 Apply fluency to enhance comprehension. 

 Read grade-level and informational/expository text and literary/narrative text orally 

with accuracy, using appropriate pacing, phrasing, and expression. 

 Read aloud unpracticed grade-level text with fluency in a range of 145-155+ words 

correct per minute. 

 

1.4.3 Apply different reading rates to match text. 

 Adjust reading rate by speeding up or slowing down based on purpose (e.g., pleasure, 

informational reading, task-oriented reading), text level of difficulty, form, and style. 

 

EALR 2: The student understands the meaning of what is read. 
 

Component 2.1  Demonstrate evidence of reading comprehension. 

 

2.1.3 Apply comprehension monitoring strategies during and after reading: 

determine importance using theme, main idea, and supporting details in grade-level 

informational /expository text and/or literary /narrative text. W  

 State both literal and/or inferred main ideas and provide supporting text-based details. 

 State the theme/message and supporting details in culturally relevant literary/narrative 

text.  
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 Choose, from multiple choices, a title that best fits the selection and provide details 

from the text to support the choice. 

 Select, from multiple choices, a sentence that best states the theme or main idea of a 

story, poem, or selection.  

 Organize theme, main idea and supporting details into a self-created graphic 

organizer to enhance text comprehension. 

 

2.1.4 Apply comprehension monitoring strategies for informational and technical 

materials, complex narratives, and exposition: use prior knowledge. 

 Use previous experience, knowledge of current issues, information previously learned 

to make connections, draw conclusions, and generalize about what is read (e.g., relate 

what is learned in chemistry to new learning in biology; connect the authorôs 

perspective and/or the historical context to text). 

 

2.1.5 Apply comprehension monitoring strategies for informational and technical 

materials, complex narratives, and expositions: predict and infer . W  

 Make inferences based on implicit and explicit information drawn from text and 

provide justification for those inferences. 

 Make, confirm, and revise predictions based on prior knowledge and evidence from 

the text (e.g., using main idea statements, predict what kind of information the author 

will present next). 

 Select, from multiple choices, a prediction , inference, or assumption that could be 

made from the text. 

 Organize information to support a prediction or inference in a self-created graphic 

organizer. 

 

2.1.6 Apply comprehension monitoring strategies for informational and technical 

materials, complex narratives, and expositions: monitor for meaning, create mental 

images, and generate and answer questions. 

 Monitor for meaning by identifying where and why comprehension was lost and 

use comprehension-repair strategies to regain meaning. 

 Develop questions before, during, and after reading and use knowledge of 

questioning strategies to locate answers. 

 Use mental imagery while reading. 

 Organize images and information into a self-created graphic organizer to enhance 

text comprehension. 

 

2.1.7 Apply comprehension monitoring strategies for informatio nal and technical 

materials, complex narratives, and expositions: determine importance and 

summarize text. W  

 Create an informational summary that includes an introductory statement, main ideas, 

and supporting text-based details; make connections among the key ideas from the 

entire text; use own words in an objective voice; is accurate to the original text; and 

avoids interpretation or judgment. 
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 Create a literary summary that includes an introduction stating the theme and/or 

authorôs message supported by text-based evidence; use own words in an objective 

voice; is accurate to the original text. 

 Select, from multiple choices, a sentence that best summarizes the text. 

 Organize summary information for informational/expository, technical materials, and 

complex narratives into a self-created graphic organizer to enhance text 

comprehension. 

 

Component 2.2  Understand and apply knowledge of text components to 

comprehend text. 

 

2.2.1 Analyze an authorôs use of time, order, and/or sequence to extend 

comprehension of text. 

 Analyze an authorôs development of time and sequence through the use of literary 

devices such as foreshadowing, flashbacks, dream sequences, parallel episodes and 

the use of traditional and/or cultural-based organizational patterns. 

 Explain the use of order or steps in a process to convey meaning in an 

informational/expository text (e.g., scientific experiments, legislative processes, 

mathematical procedures, Native American talking circles and ceremonies). 

 

2.2.2 Apply understanding of complex organizational features of printed text and 

electronic sources. W  

 Use text features to verify, support, or clarify meaning. 

 Select, from multiple choices, the purpose of a specific text feature and/or 

information learned from a text feature. 

 Use the features of electronic information to communicate, gain information, or 

research a topic. 

 

2.2.3 Understand and analyze story elements. W  

 Interpret how situations, actions, and other characters influence a characterôs 
personality and development. 

 Explain how a storyôs plots and subplots contribute to (or donôt advance) the conflict 

and resolution. 

 Explain the influence of setting on mood, character, and plot. 

 Explain the authorôs point of view and interpret how it influences the text. 

 Compare/contrast common recurring themes in books by the same or different 

authors. 

 

2.2.4 Apply understanding of text organizational structures. 

 Recognize and use knowledge of previously taught text organizational structures 

(description, comparison and contrast, sequential order, chronological order, cause 

and effect, order of importance, process/procedural, concept/definition, and 

problem/solution) to aid comprehension. 

 Identify text written in episodic and generalization/principle organizational structure 

to find and/or organize information and comprehend text. 
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Component 2.3  Expand comprehension by analyzing, interpreting, and 

synthesizing information and ideas in literary and informational text. 

 

2.3.1 Analyze informational/expository text and literary/narrative  text for 

similarities and differences and cause and effect relationships. W  

 Compare and contrast information from multiple sources to gain a broader 

understanding of a topic (e.g., compare and contrast a variety of ecosystems using 

text-based evidence). 

 Compare and contrast how characters react to the same event using text-based 

evidence. 

 Select, from multiple choices, a sentence that tells how two text elements are alike or 

different (e.g., characters, events, information/facts). 

 Explain how certain actions cause certain effects (e.g., how the womenôs suffrage 

movement changed the face of politics today or how Indian boarding schools 

contributed to the loss of Native American languages and culture; how the internment 

of Japanese Americans during World War II affected traditional Japanese family 

structure). 

 

2.3.2 Analyze and evaluate informational materials for relevance in meeting a 

specific purpose. 

 Examine information from a variety of sources, select appropriate information based 

on purpose, and defend selection citing evidence from text. 

 

2.3.3 Evaluate the authorôs use of literary devices to enhance comprehension. W  

 Judge the effectiveness of the authorôs use of literary devices and explain their use to 
convey meaning. 

 Select, from multiple choices, a sentence from the story/poem/selection that is an 

example of a specific literary device. 

 

2.3.4 Synthesize information from a variety of sources. 

 Integrate information from different sources (e.g., newspaper article, biographical 

sketch, poem, oral records) to draw conclusions about character traits and/or authorôs 

assumptions. 

 

Component 2.4  Think critically and analyze authorôs use of language, style, 

purpose, and perspective in literary and informational text. 

 

2.4.1 Analyze informational/expository text and literary/narrative  text to draw 

conclusions and develop insights. W  

 Draw conclusions from grade-level text (e.g., the most important idea the author is 

trying to make in the story/poem/selection, what inspiration might be drawn from the 

story/poem/selection, who might benefit from reading the story/poem/selection). 

 Select, from multiple choices, a statement that best represents the most important 

conclusion that may be drawn from the selection. 
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2.4.2 Analyze authorôs purpose and evaluate an authorôs style of writing to influence 

different audiences. W  

 Identify and discuss different authorsô use of sentence structure, literary devices, and 

word choice to impact tone, message, and/or readerôs reaction. 

 Explain and provide examples of how an author uses a wide variety of language 

structures to create an intended effect (e.g., words or phrases from another language, 

dialect, simile, and metaphor). 

 Examine the authorôs use of language registry (e.g., frozen, formal, consultative, 

casual, intimate) and how this influences meaning and different audiences. 

 Select, from multiple choices, a sentence that explains why an author includes a 

specific technique. 

 

2.4.3 Analyze and evaluate text for validity and accuracy. W  

 Examine and critique the logic (reasoning, assumptions, and beliefs) and use of 

evidence (existing and missing information; primary and secondary sources) in an 

authorôs argument or defense of a claim. 

 

2.4.4 Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the authorôs use of persuasive devices 

to influence an audience. W  

 Examine and explain the intended effects of persuasive vocabulary (e.g., loaded 

words, exaggeration, emotional words, euphemisms) that the author uses to influence 

readerôs opinions or actions. 

 Examine and explain the intended effects of propaganda techniques the author uses to 

influence readersô perspectives. 

 Judge the authorôs effectiveness in the use of persuasive devices to influence an 
audience. 

 

2.4.5 Analyze text to generalize, express insight, or respond by connecting to other 

texts or situations. W  

 Generalize about universal themes, human nature, cultural and historical perspectives, 

etc., from reading multiple texts. 

 Select, from multiple choices, a sentence that describes the most important idea, 

concept, or conclusion that can be drawn from the selection. 

 Provide a response to text that expresses an insight (e.g., authorôs perspective, the 
nature of conflict) or use text-based information to solve a problem not identified in 

the text (e.g., use information in an article about fitness to design an exercise routine). 

 

2.4.6 Analyze treatment of concepts within, among, and beyond multiple texts. W  

 Compare and contrast treatments of similar concepts and themes within multiple texts 

(e.g., how the idea of coming of age is presented in multiple texts representing a 

variety of cultures). 

 Select, from multiple choices, a sentence that tells how two pieces of information are 

alike or different. 
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2.4.7 Analyze and evaluate the reasoning and ideas underlying an authorôs beliefs 

and assumptions within multiple texts. W  

 Examine informational/expository text and literary/narrative text to show how they 

reflect the heritage, traditions, and beliefs of the author. 

 Compare and critique two authorôs beliefs and assumptions about a single topic or 
issue, citing text-based evidence and decide which author presents the stronger 

argument. 

 Make judgments about how effectively an author has supported his/her belief and/or 

assumptions, citing text-based evidence. 

 Select, from multiple choices, a sentence that identifies the authorôs opinions, 

assumptions, and beliefs. 

 Select, from multiple choices, a sentence that describes the faulty reasoning of the 

author or character. 

 

EALR 3: The student reads different materials for a variety of 

purposes. 
 

Component 3.1  Read to learn new information. 

 

3.1.1 Analyze web-based and other resource materials (including primary sources 

and secondary sources) for relevance in answering research questions. 

 Examine resource materials to determine appropriate primary sources and secondary 

sources to use for investigating a question, topic, or issue (e.g., encyclopedia and 

other reference materials, pamphlets, book excerpts, newspaper and magazine 

articles, letters to an editor). 

 

Component 3.2  Read to perform a task. 

 

3.2.2 Apply understanding of complex information, including functional documents, 

to perform a task. 

 Use functional documents to perform a task (e.g., read applications, legal documents, 

and use that information to perform everyday life functions). 

 

Component 3.3  Read for career applications. 

 

3.3.1 Understand and apply appropriate reading strategies for interpreting 

technical and non-technical documents used in job-related settings. 

 Select, use, monitor, and adjust appropriate strategies for different reading purposes 

(e.g., skim/scan for big ideas, close reading for details, inferring information from 

graphs and charts). 

 Use professional-level materials, including electronic information, that match career 

or academic interests to make decisions. 

 Select and use appropriate skills for reading a variety of documents (e.g., maps, 

graphs, blueprints, computer manuals). 
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Component 3.4  Read for literary experience in a variety of genres. 

 

3.4.2 Analyze traditional and contemporary literature written in a variety of genres. 

 Respond to literature written in a variety of genres (e.g., explain why certain genres 

are best suited to convey a specific message or invoke a particular response from the 

reader). 

 Analyze the characteristics and structural elements/essential attributes in a variety of 

poetic forms (e.g., epic, sonnet, ballad, haiku, free verse). 

 

3.4.3 Understand and analyze recurring themes in literature.  

 Identify motivations and reactions of literary characters from different cultures or 

historical periods when confronting similar conflicts. 

 Identify and analyze recurring themes in literature across literary genres (e.g., themes 

of good vs. evil or heroism as expressed in plays, poetry, short stories). 

 

3.4.4 Analyze how great literary works from a variety of cultures contribute to the 

understanding of self, others, and the world. 

 Compare and contrast traditional, classic, and/or contemporary works of literature 

that deal with similar topics and problems (e.g., uses of power, family and community 

structures; meaning of loyalty, freedom, and responsibility). 

 Relate literary works to the traditions, themes, and issues of the era they represent 

(e.g., the generation gap, women and children in the workforce). 

 

EALR 4: The student sets goals and evaluates progress to improve 

reading. 
 

Component 4.1  Assess reading strengths and need for improvement. 

 

4.1.2 Evaluate reading progress and apply goal setting strategies and monitor 

progress toward meeting reading goals. 

 Set goals for reading and develop a reading improvement plan. 

 Track reading progress through the use of such tools as portfolios, learning logs, self-

scoring rubrics, or strategy charts. 

 

Component 4.2  Develop interests and share reading experiences. 

 

4.2.1 Evaluate books and authors to share reading experiences with others. 

 Discuss responses to literary experiences and/or ideas gleaned from 

informational/expository text with others. 

WRITING 

In eighth grade, students competently write reports and explanations on a range of 

complex topics, maintaining focus on the theme or issue. The well-researched 

information is structured effectively in appropriate forms and style for a range of 



LEARNING OUTCOMES  LANGUAGE ARTS 

January 15, 2010 Language Arts Page 109 of 530 

audiences and purposes. Students produce pieces that go beyond formulaic writing. They 

retrieve, select, organize, synthesize, and evaluate material from a variety of print and 

electronic resources. They craft a variety of literary texts with confidence. Students are 

able to manage time to complete a writing task on demand or over several weeks. 

Students reflect on their own writing and identify strategies to improve the quality of 

their written work. 

 

EALR 1: The student understands and uses a writing process. 
 

Component 1.1: Prewrites to generate ideas and plan writing. W 

 

1.1.1 Analyzes and selects effective strategies for generating ideas and planning 

writing.  

 Generates ideas prior to organizing them and adjusts prewriting strategies accordingly 

(e.g., free write, outline, list, T-chart for comparing). 

 Maintains a log or journal (electronic or handwritten) to collect and explore ideas; 

records observations, dialogues, and/or descriptions for later use as a basis for 

informational, persuasive, or literary writing. 

 Gathers information (e.g., takes notes) from a variety of sources (e.g., Internet, 

interviews, multimedia, books, periodicals) and chooses an organizer to analyze, 

synthesize, and evaluate information to plan writing. 

 Uses prewriting stage to determine purpose, analyze audience, select form, research 

background information, formulate theme (for narrative writing) or a thesis, and/or 

organize text. 

 

Note: The reading aloud of well written, language-rich multicultural literature is an 

ongoing practice throughout all grades. It not only stimulates ideas, but it also 

provides 

students with examples of exemplary writing. 
 

Component 1.2: Produces draft(s). W 

 

1.2.1 Analyzes task and composes multiple drafts when appropriate. 

 Refers to prewriting plan. 

 Drafts according to audience, purpose, and time. 

 Drafts by hand and/or electronically. 

 Assesses draft and/or feedback, decides if multiple drafts are necessary, and explains 

decision. 

 

Component 1.3: Revises to improve text. W 

 

1.3.1 Revises text, including changing words, sentences, paragraphs, and ideas. 

 Selects and uses effective revision tools or strategies based on project (e.g., referring 

to prewriting, checking sentence beginnings, combining sentences, using ñcut and 

pasteò word processing functions). 
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 Rereads work several times and has a different focus for each reading (e.g., first 

reading ð looking for variety of sentence structure and length; second reading ð 

checking for clarity and specific word choice; third reading ð checking for layers of 

elaboration and persuasive language). 

 Decides if revision is warranted. 

 Seeks and considers feedback from a variety of sources (e.g., adults, peers, 

community members, response groups). 

 Records feedback using writing group procedure (e.g., partner reads writerôs work 
aloud, and writer notes possible revision). 

 Evaluates and justifies the choice to use feedback in revisions (e.g., ñI donôt want to 
change this because éò). 

 Revises typographic devices (e.g., bullets, numbered lists) to clarify text and to meet 

requirements of technical writing forms (e.g., lab reports, graphs). 

 Uses multiple resources to improve text (e.g., writing guide, assignment criteria, peer, 

adult, electronic or other thesaurus). 

 

Component 1.4: Edits text. W 

 

1.4.1 Edits for conventions (see 3.3). 

 Identifies and corrects errors in conventions. 

 Uses appropriate references and resources (e.g., dictionary, writing/style guide, 

electronic spelling and grammar check, adult, peer). 

 Edits with a critical eye, often using a self-initiated checklist or editing guide (e.g., 

conventions or format guidelines). 

 Proofreads final draft for errors. 

 

Component 1.5: Publishes text to share with audience. W 

 

1.5.1 Publishes in formats that are appropriate for specific audiences and purposes. 

 Selects from a variety of publishing options keeping in mind audience and purpose 

(e.g., e-portfolio, newsletter, contest, school announcement, yearbook). 

 Publishes using a range of graphics and illustrative material (e.g., photos, charts, 

graphs, tables, time lines, diagrams, cartoons). 

 Publishes material in appropriate form (e.g., multimedia presentation) and format 

(e.g., photos, graphs, text features). 

 Publishes using visual and dramatic presentations (e.g., skits, interviews). 

 Uses available technological resources to produce, design, and publish a professional-

looking final product (e.g., charts, overheads, word processor, photo software, 

presentation software, publishing software). 

 

Component 1.6: Adjusts writing process as necessary. W 

 

1.6.1 Applies understanding of the recursive nature of writing process. 

 Revises at any stage of process. 

 Edits as needed at any stage. 
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1.6.2 Uses collaborative skills to adapt writing process. 

 Delegates parts of process to team members (e.g., one team member publishes, one 

edits, and another presents). 

 Collaborates on drafting, revising, and editing. 

 Collaborates on final layout and publishing/presenting (e.g., presentation with 

slideshow). 

 

1.6.3 Uses knowledge of time constraints to adjust writing process. 

 Adapts time allotted for data gathering and number of drafts for shorter projects. 

 Writes to meet a deadline. 

 Creates a management timeline/flow chart for multi-week written projects (e.g., 

portfolios, research papers, I-Search papers). 

 Decreases time for prewriting, drafting, revising, and editing when writing on-

demand, in-class pieces. 

 Increases time for prewriting, drafting, revising, and editing when working on longer 

written projects (e.g., research papers, I-Search papers). 

 

EALR 2: The student writes in a variety of forms for different 

audiences and purposes. 
 

Component 2.1: Adapts writing for a variety of audiences. W 

 

2.1.1 Applies understanding of multiple and varied audiences to write effectively. 

 Identifies an intended audience. 

 Analyzes the audience to meet its needs (e.g., uses tone appropriate to culture, age, 

and gender of audience). 

 Respects the cultural backgrounds of potential audiences (e.g., through word choice, 

topics). 

 Describes how a particular audience may interpret a text (e.g., by defining terms, 

using formal language). 

 Anticipates readersô questions and writes accordingly. 

 

Component 2.2: Writes for different purposes. W 

 

2.2.1 Demonstrates understanding of different purposes for writing.  

 Writes to pursue a personal interest, to explain, to persuade, to inform, and to 

entertain a specified audience (e.g., writes to persuade community to build a skate 

park, includes narratives/poetry in portfolio). 

 Writes for self expression. 

 Writes to analyze informational and literary texts. 

 Writes to learn (e.g., KWL Plus; summary; double-entry journal in math, science, 

social studies). 

 Writes for more than one purpose using the same form (e.g., a newspaper article used 

to persuade, to entertain, or to inform). 
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 Includes more than one mode within a piece to address purpose (e.g., narrative 

anecdote to support a position in expository research paper). 

 Writes to examine opposing perspectives (e.g., an argumentative paper examining 

how white settlement in the Pacific Northwest has had both positive and negative 

effects). 

 

Component 2.3: Writes in a variety of forms/genres. W 

 

2.3.1 Uses a variety of forms/genres. 

 Integrates more than one form/genre in a single piece (e.g., a narrative told using an 

explanation, a character sketch, a free verse poem, a dialogue, a newspaper article, a 

document, and a diary entry). 

 Maintains a log or portfolio to track variety of forms/genres used. 

 Produces a variety of new forms/genres. 

 Examples: 

 - reflective journals 

 - fictional stories (e.g., science fiction) 

 - scripts (e.g., television, movie, radio) 

 - essays/speeches (e.g., cause/effect, problem/solution) 

 - application forms 

 - minutes 

 - debates 

 - scientific reports 

 - zines 

 - narrative poems 

 

Note: Forms are suggestions only. The list is not exhaustive nor are any forms 

repeated in later grades after being introduced. However, all students may continue 

to use appropriate forms/genres throughout all grades regardless of where a form is 

listed in the Grade Level Expectations. 

 

Component 2.4: Writes for career applications. W 

 

2.4.1 Produces documents used in a career setting. 

 Collaborates with peers on long-term team writing projects (e.g., scientific 

investigation). 

 Produces technical and nontechnical documents for career audiences (e.g., letters, 

applications, lab reports), taking into consideration technical formats (e.g., fonts, 

layout, style guides). 

 Selects and synthesizes information from technical and career documents for 

inclusion in writing (e.g., lab report that includes data recorded on graphs). 

 

EALR 3: The student writes clearly and effectively. 
 

Component 3.1: Develops ideas and organizes writing. W 
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3.1.1 Analyzes ideas, selects a manageable topic, and elaborates using specific, 

relevant details and/or examples. 

 Presents a central idea, theme, and manageable thesis while maintaining a consistent 

focus (e.g., ñCommercials influence the spending habits of teenagers.ò). 

 Selects specific details relevant to the topic to extend ideas or develop elaboration 

(e.g., quotations, data, reasons, multiple examples that build on each other). 

 Uses personal experiences, observations, and/or research to support opinions and 

ideas (e.g., relevant data to support conclusions in math, science, social studies; 

appropriate anecdotes to explain or persuade; information synthesized from a variety 

of sources to support an argument). 

 Develops convincing characters (e.g., using details of thoughts, actions, appearance, 

and speech) and convincing settings (e.g., through the characterôs point of view or 

described during action) within a range of plots (e.g., suspense, flashback) in 

narratives. 

 

Note: Well written, language-rich text as models should include a multicultural 

perspective and be read aloud to students throughout all grade levels. 
 

3.1.2 Analyzes and selects effective organizational structure. 

 Writes unified, cohesive paragraphs (e.g., inverted pyramid: broad topic, narrowing 

focus, specific details). 

 Develops a compelling introduction (e.g., startling statement, setting/description, 

quotation). 

 Composes an effective ending/conclusion that is more than a repetition of the 

introduction (e.g., response to a ñso whatò question, connection to bigger picture). 

 Uses transitional words and phrases between paragraphs to show logical relationships 

among ideas (e.g., moreover é , because of this issue é , equally important é , as 

opposed to é ). 

 Selects and uses effective organizational patterns as determined by purpose: 

- explanations (e.g., process description) 

 - comparison (e.g., all similarities grouped together and all differences grouped 

together) 

 - persuasion (e.g., vary sequence of arguments) 

 - narrative (e.g., problem-solution-outcome) 

 Emphasizes key ideas through appropriate use of text features (e.g., headings, charts, 

diagrams, graphs, bullets). 

 

Component 3.2: Uses appropriate style. W 

 

3.2.1 Applies understanding that different audiences and purposes affect writerôs 

voice. 

 Writes with a clearly defined voice appropriate to audience. 

 Writes in an individual, informed voice in expository, technical, and persuasive 

writing. 
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 Writes from more than one point of view or perspective (e.g., cultural perspective for 

a characterôs viewpoint in history or literature, first person for I-Search papers, third 

person for mathematical communication, first or third person for persuasive writing). 

 

Note: Read-alouds should include a multicultural perspective and be continued 

throughout all grade levels. 

 

3.2.2 Analyzes and selects language appropriate for specific audiences and purposes. 

 Selects and uses precise language to persuade or inform. 

 Selects and uses precise language in poetic and narrative writing. 

 Uses the vernacular appropriately. 

 Selects and uses specialized vocabulary relevant to a specific content area (e.g., 

meteorologist, climatology). 

 Selects and uses persuasive techniques (e.g., powerful and emotional imagery). 

 Selects and uses literary devices (e.g., metaphor, symbols, analogies). 

 Selects and uses sound devices in prose and poetry (e.g., two-syllable rhyme, 

repetition, rhythm, rhyme schemes). 

 Considers connotation and denotation when selecting works (plump vs. fat, shack vs. 

house). 

 

3.2.3 Uses a variety of sentences consistent with audience, purpose, and form. 

 Writes a variety of sentence structures and lengths to create a cadence appropriate for 

audience, purpose, and form. 

 Writes a variety of sentence structures (e.g., inverts sentence to draw attention to the 

point being made in an essay: ñDown the stream swam the salmon fingerlings.ò). 

 Uses a variety of line lengths and rhythms for effect in narrative poems. 

 

Note: Read-alouds should include a multicultural perspective and be continued 

throughout all grade levels. 

 

Component 3.3: Knows and applies writing conventions appropriate for the grade 

level. W 

 

3.3.1 Uses legible handwriting. 

 Produces readable printing or cursive handwriting (e.g., size, spacing, formation, 

uppercase and lowercase). 

 

Note: In the Grade Level Expectations 3.3.1 through 3.3.8, skills generally are not 

repeated and build each year on preceding yearsô skills. Because these skills are 

learned and practiced as writing becomes more sophisticated, attention should be 

paid to skills in more than one year. 

 

3.3.2 Spells accurately in final draft. 

 Uses spelling rules and patterns from previous grades. 

 Uses multiple strategies to spell. 




